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1. OPENING MEETING 

2. ATTENDANCE 

3. LIVE STREAMING STATEMENT 

Edward River Council wishes to advise members of the public that Council Meetings will be recorded 

and will be available after each meeting on Council’s website Councils Website 

All care will be taken to maintain the privacy of those in attendance, however As a visitor in the public 

gallery, your presence may be recorded. By remaining In the public gallery, it is assumed your 

consent is given in the event your image is broadcast. This includes any filming by television cameras 

if attendance is approved by the General Manager or Mayor. 

4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

5. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 

 

6. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY COUNCILLORS 

  

file://///amznfsxypidqx67.ANZ02.t1cloud.local/e666871a-caa8-4c23-ae4d-6b915706f0e2-file/data/ERC-ECM/ECM/TRANS/INCACHE/026/www.edwardriver.nsw.gov.au
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7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1. DRAFT MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 28 JUNE 2022 

Author: Belinda Perrett 

Authoriser: Philip Stone 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council approve the draft minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held 28 June 2022. 

BACKGROUND 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

5.2 Financially sustainable 

5.3 Professional Workplace culture 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

ATTACHMENTS 



Attachment 1 - Draft Minutes for Ordinary Council Meeting Tuesday 28 June 2022822 (002)(1) 

 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 6 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 7 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 8 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 9 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 10 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 11 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 12 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 13 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 14 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 15 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 16 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 17 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 19 JULY 2022 

Page 18 



8. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

9. MAYORAL MINUTE(S) 

 

10. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

10.1. S355 MINUTES - BLIGHTY AND CONARGO HALL COMMITTEES 

Author: Greg Briscoe-Hough 

Authoriser: Alistair Cochrane 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1. Receive and note the Minutes of the Blighty Hall and Recreation Reserve and Conargo 

Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground s355 Committees; 

2. Formally appoint Geoff Ford as a Member of the Blighty Hall and Recreation Reserve 

Committee and Bronwyn Chappell as a member of the Conargo Memorial Hall and 

Recreation Ground s355 Committee. 

BACKGROUND 

The re-established Blighty Hall and Recreation Reserve Committee (noting that the Committee also 

meets under its own Blighty Advancement Committee banner) has been meeting regularly 

throughout the year. The Conargo Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground s355 Committee met 

formally on 6 July 2022. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Cr Fawn has attended all Blighty meetings since her appointment as Council's nominated member 

along with attendance by Council officers at all meetings of committees when invited. 

The minutes and financial statement of the Blighty June 2022 meeting are attached for the 

information of Council and the community. Also attached are the Conargo minutes that have some 

details for officers to further advise on and a 30 June 2022 statement of finances. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Compliance with statutory requirements for the care, control and maintenance of Council facilities. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

2. An open and connected community 

2.3 Cultural and personal links 

4. Delivering community assets and services 

4.1 Vibrant villages and towns 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Director Infrastructure has an established funding provision to address the basic ongoing 

financial outlays, as required, by any of the s355 committees. No transfer of funds to or from the 

committees is anticipated at this point in time, however, the Bob White Memorial funds gifted to the 

Conargo committee funds remain in 'accounting limbo' at this point in time. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Act 1993 - Section 355a 

ATTACHMENTS 

Blighty Minutes June 2022 

Blighty Financial Statements - April and May 2022. 

Conargo Minutes 6 July 2022 

Conargo Financial Statement 30 June 2022 



Attachment 1 - 220628 - Minutes 
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Attachment 2 - 220628 - Treasurer Report 
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Attachment 3 - s355 Conargo - General Meeting Minutes July 6 2022 
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Attachment 4 - Conargo s355 Financial Statement 30 June 2022 

 



11. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

11.1. MAYOR, COUNCILLOR, GENERAL MANAGER MEETING ATTENDANCE 

Author: Belinda Perrett 

Authoriser: Philip Stone 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note the Mayor, Councillors and General Manager meetings attended on behalf of 

Council during the month of June 2022, undertaken either remotely, or adhering to current health 

guidelines. 

BACKGROUND 

The report details meetings undertaken on behalf of Council by the Mayor, Councillors and the 

General Manager during June 2022. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

 

Date Participants Topic 

2 June 2022 Cr Fawns, Cr Clapham, 

General Manager 

Aboriginal Liaison Committee 

Meeting 

Early June 2022 Cr Moore Deniliquin Chamber Meeting 

6 June 2022 Cr Clapham, Cr Fawns, 

General Manager 

Conargo Community Strategic 

Plan and Budget Roadshow  

7 June 2022 Cr Moore, General Manager Mayrung Community Strategic 

Plan and Budget Roadshow 

8 June 2022 General Manager RAMJO Health Sub-Committee 

Meeting (teams) 

8 June 2022 Cr Clapham, Cr Fawns, 

General Manager 

Deniliquin Community Strategic 

Plan and Budget Roadshow 

8 June 2022 Mayor, General Manager Pretty Pine Community 

Strategic Plan and Budget 

Roadshow 

9 June 2022 General Manager Local Government Chief 

Officers' Group Virtual Meeting 

9 June 2022 Mayor, Cr Petersen, General 

Manager 

Wanganella Community 

Strategic Plan and Budget 

Roadshow 

9 June 2022 Cr Fawns, Cr Moore, General 

Manager 

Blighty Community Strategic 

Plan and Budget Roadshow 

10 June 2022 Mayor Opening new fitness equipment 

Deniliquin South School 

16 June 2022 General Manager Deniliquin Health Service 

Catch Up 
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Date Participants Topic 

19 June 2022 Mayor, General Manager Presentation Long Service 

Medals to Deniliquin RFS 

Brigade Members 

19 June to 22 June 2022 Mayor, General Manager Canberra for 2022 National 

General Assembly 

24 June 2022 General Manager RAMJO/MDBA virtual meeting 

28 June 2022 Mayor, General Manager SunRice introductory meeting 

30 June 2022 Mayor, General Manager Deniliquin and Leeton 

Community Consultation 

Discussion 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

2. An open and connected community 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

ATTACHMENTS 



11.2. RESOLUTIONS OF COUNCIL 

Author: Belinda Perrett, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Philip Stone, General Manager 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note the information in the Resolutions of Council as at 7 July 2022. 

BACKGROUND 

The attached report details the status of open Resolutions of Council. 

• Total Resolutions of Council for the 2020/2021 Financial Year - 203 

• Total Closed Resolutions of Council for the 2020/2021 Financial Year - 199 

• Total Resolutions of Council for the 2021/2022 Financial Year - 231 

• Total Closed Resolutions of Council for the 2021/2022 Financial Year - 210 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Monthly report to update Councillors and community members on the progress of Council 

Resolutions. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

As outlined in the status updates. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

ATTACHMENTS 

Council Meeting Resolutions as at 7 July 2022. 



Attachment 1 - Council meeting resolutions at 7 July 2022 
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11.3. INVESTMENTS AND RESERVES REPORT JUNE 2022 

Author: Bruce Maunganidze 

Authoriser: Alistair Cochrane 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Note and receive the June 2022 report on Investments totalling $47,324,176 inclusive of 

cash at bank for day-to-day operations. 

2. Note that actual interest earned in the month of June 2022 was $37,425. 

3. Note that total interest earned for the year to 30 June 2022 was $295,621. 

4. Note the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer and adopt the Investment 

Report. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on the investment of surplus funds and performance 

of Council’s investment portfolio for the month to 30 June 2022 as required by Regulation No 264 

(Part 19) of the Local Government Act 1993.  

As at 30 June 2022, Council had a total of $47,324,176 in invested funds. Interest earned from 

investments during the month of June 2022 was $37,425. 

Included in this report are the following items: 

• Council’s Investments as at 30 June 2022 

• Restrictions Applying to Investment Funds 

• Investment Portfolio Performance 

• Investment Commentary 

• Monthly Report from Imperium Markets 

• Certification by the Responsible Accounting Officer 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Council’s Investments as at 30 June 2022 

As at 30 June 2022, Council had a total of $47,324,176 in term deposits and cash at bank exclusive 

of unpresented receipts or cheques. Total funds decreased by $1.764M during the month mainly 

due to Capital and Operational expenditure, partly offset by receipt of Department of Infrastructure 

and Transport NSW grants and receipts. 

The total investments balance has remained within the $45M - $49M range for the past 12 months, 

with seasonal fluctuations from month to month in line with Council’s cashflow requirements. 
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Council’s funds were invested with A1+, A1 and A2 rated Authorised Deposit Institutions (ADI’s).  

 

The details of the investments are included in Attachment 1 – Investment Register as at 30 June 

2022.  

The following Term deposit matured during the month: 

 

Summary of cash at bank from day-to-day operations: 
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Restrictions Applying to Investment Funds 

Total Funds were held between General, Water and Sewer Funds as follows: 

 

The following restrictions applied to the cash and investments balance: 

 

A detailed breakdown of the restrictions is provided in Attachment 2 – Detailed Reserve Balances 

as at 30 June 2022. Please note, the Reserves balances are preliminary and final balances will 

be updated once reconciliations are completed as part of the end of year process. 
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Investment Portfolio Performance 

Total interest earned from investments during the month of June 2022 was $37,425 compared to a 

budget of $11,250.  

 

 

As at 30 June 2022, Council’s weighted average interest rate was 0.85%, which was 0.76% above 

the Bloomberg AusBond Bank Bill Index implied one-year return of 0.09%. Total interest earned for 

the year to 30 June 2022 was $295,621, compared to the revised budget (QBRS) of $283,011 and 

previous year total of $343,556. 

Monthly Investment Review from Imperium Markets  

Council engaged Imperium Markets Pty Ltd to provide ongoing investment advisory services from 

May 2021 as per recommendation from Audit Risk and Improvement Committee (resolution 

ARIC/2021/7). As part of this service, Imperium provides, among other services, a monthly 

investment review report for Council which council uses to inform investment decisions. A copy of 

the report is attached in this report as Attachment 3 - Investment Review June 2022- Imperium 

Markets. Council continues to obtain financial benefits through accessing better rates through the 

Imperium Investment platform.  
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Investment Commentary 

As at 30 June 2022, all investments were within the defined Investment Policy limits. Council’s 

investment portfolio consisted of term deposits (90%) and cash at bank/ on call (10%).  

The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) elected to raise the official cash rate by 50 basis points in 

June, and a further 50 basis points in early July 2022 to 1.35%. This signals the beginning of a 

tightening cycle of the monetary policy, with additional hikes being flagged in the coming months. 

Markets are now bracing for an environment with higher interest rates. This creates opportunities for 

Council to obtain progressively higher rates on investments as the current ones mature.  

To mitigate the re-investment risk that this pose, Council has started, following on the advice from 

Imperium Markets, to invest in term deposits with maturities longer than 1 year, taking into 

consideration council’s cashflow needs. This will allow council to take advantage of the relatively 

higher returns currently on the market for these investments as compared to short term ones. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Investments have been made in accordance with Council’s investment policy which was adopted on 

19 April 2022. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.2 Financially sustainable 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Under Council’s Investment policy, investments are made with a range of ADI’s, with Council funds 

invested with a single institution not going above a percentage of the total portfolio as follows: 

 

40% A1+ rated institutions 

25% A1 rated institutions 

15% A2 rated institutions 

$250,000 A3 and unrated authorized deposit taking 

institutions 

 

The overall portfolio credit framework limits applicable to any credit rating category are as follows: 

 

100% Commonwealth/ State/ TCorp/M Funds 

100% A1+ rated institutions 

60% A1 rated institutions 

35% A2 rated institutions 

5% A3 Unrated authorized deposit taking institutions 

 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Legislative Implications 
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Local Government Act 1993 625How may councils invest? 

(1) A council may invest money that is not, 

for the time being, required by the council for 

any other purpose. 

(2) Money may be invested only in a form of 

investment notified by order of the Minister 

published in the Gazette. 

Editorial note— 

See Gazettes No 152 of 24.11.2000, p 12041; 

No 94 of 29.7.2005, p 3977; No 97 of 

15.8.2008, p 7638 and No 160 of 24.12.2008, 

p 13140. 

(3) An order of the Minister notifying a form 

of investment for the purposes of this 

section must not be made without the 

approval of the Treasurer. 

(4) The acquisition, in accordance with 

section 358, of a controlling interest in a 

corporation or an entity within the meaning 

of that section is not an investment for the 

purposes of this section. 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 212Reports on council investments 

(1) The responsible accounting officer of a 

council— 

(a) must provide the council with a written 

report (setting out details of all money that the 

council has invested under section 625 of the 

Act) to be presented— 

(i) if only one ordinary meeting of the council is 

held in a month, at that meeting, or 

(ii) if more than one such meeting is held in a 

month, at whichever of those meetings the 

council by resolution determines, and 

(b) must include in the report a certificate as to 

whether or not the investment has been made 

in accordance with the Act, the regulations and 

the council’s investment policies. 

(2) The report must be made up to the last day 

of the month immediately preceding the 

meeting. 

Note— 

Section 625 of the Act specifies the way in 

which a council may invest its surplus funds. 
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Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer  

I hereby certify that the investments listed in the Investment Report Attachment have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

Alistair Cochrane 

Responsible Accounting Officer  

ATTACHMENTS 



Attachment 1 - Investment Register as at 30 June 2022 
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Attachment 2 - Detailed Reserve Balances as at 30 June 2022 

 



Attachment 3 - Imperium ERC Monthly Investment Review_June 2022 
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11.4. DEBT RECOVERY AND HARDSHIP POLICY 

Author: Bronwyn Chaplin, Rates Officer 

Authoriser: Alistair Cochrane, Director Corporate Services 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council review and approve the edited Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy, specifically the 

removal of the interim revision for Rates Harmonisation which expired 30 June 2022. 

BACKGROUND 

The Debts Recovery and Financial Hardship Policy was adopted by Council on 18/10/2018. There 

were two interim revisions for Covid related financial hardships adopted by Council on 16/04/20 and 

26/06/20, that expired in December 2020. An additional temporary interim revision was undertaken 

to accommodate rates harmonisation on 17 June 2021 be reviewed on or after 30 June 2022 by 

Management and Council. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

This policy has now been reviewed to remove the special rates harmonisation amendment clause 

which was a temporary amendment until 30 June 2022. 

Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy applies to debts owed to Council through the non-payment of 

council rates, annual charges, interest and sundry debtors. It also outlines how Council may assist 

ratepayers who experience exceptional and genuine financial difficulties to pay their rates and 

charges. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Revenue is a key requirement for Council to deliver its priority projects and obligations to the 

community as outlined in its strategic plans. Rates are a major source of Council revenue and must 

be recovered in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

This Policy aligns with the Community Strategic Plan outcome 5.2 Our local government is efficient, 

innovative and financially sustainable 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Debt management and timely collection ensures sufficient revenue is raised. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Council is required under the Local Government Act 1993 to collect revenue in accordance with the 

legislation and regulations. This Policy is compliant with these statutory requirements. 

ATTACHMENTS 



Attachment 1 - Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy - 22.6.2022 

 

POLICY OBJECTIVE 
 
The objectives of this policy are to: 
 

• Ensure debts for outstanding rates, annual charges, service usage charges, 

interest and sundry debtors owed to Council are recovered in a timely, efficient and 

effective manner to finance Council's operations and deliver services. 

• Provide a formal administrative process to objectively determine and assist those 

ratepayers who are experiencing genuine financial hardship. 

• Ensure Council compliance with the relevant statutory requirements of the Local 

Government Act 1993 (the Act). 

 
SCOPE 

 

This policy applies to debts owed to Edward River Council through the non-payment of 

Council rates, annual charges, service usage charges, interest and sundry debtors.  It 

also outlines how Council may help ratepayers who experience exceptional and genuine 

financial difficulties to pay their rates and charges. 

 

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 

• Local Government Act 1993 

• Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

• Valuation of Land Act 1916 NSW 

• Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

Edward River Council aims to ensure effective and efficient financial management over 
outstanding debts. This includes overdue rates, annual and service usage charges, interest 
and sundry debtors. 

 
RECOVERY OF RATES AND CHARGES 

Council issues rates and charges notices in accordance with section 562 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 in July each year.  An annual rate notice is issued on or before 31 

July. They can be paid in full by 31 August or via four instalments due 31 August, 30 

November, 28 February, and 31 May each year. Rate instalment reminder notices are 

issued on or before 31 October, 31 January and 30 April.  

 
Arrangements to Repay Rates and Charges 
In accordance with section 564 of the Act, a ratepayer may at any time arrange with 

Council officers to enter into a weekly, fortnightly, or monthly payment arrangement to 

repay the rates and charges with Council. 
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Failure to make payments as per the agreement voids the agreement and may result in 

Council referring the account for debt management.  All ratepayers who enter into an 

arrangement will continue to have interest charged on the outstanding amount in 

accordance with Section 566 of the Act.  Rates are required to be paid in full prior to the 

end of the rating year. 

 

Applications to repay rates by set regular repayments are to be made and forwarded to 

Council on the approved form available from Council's Customer Service Centre or on 

Council's website. 
 
Interest Charges 

Council charges overdue rates and water accounts with the maximum allowable interest 

rate in accordance with Section 566 of the Act and may write off interest charges on 

overdue rates in accordance with the Act, by resolution or by delegation of authority of the 

General Manager. 

 
Recovery Action Referral to an External Agency 

Where rates, annual charges and water charges continue to remain unpaid without a 

formal repayment arrangement in place Council may refer outstanding debts to an 

external agency for collection.  Council will utilise the services of a debt recovery agent 

appointed by the Council where required for this purpose. 

 

FINANCIAL HARDSHIP IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
Council recognises that there are some cases of genuine and exceptional financial 

hardship experienced by individual ratepayers due to unforeseen circumstances such as 

a declared event /disaster i.e.  drought and flood, which may require compassion and 

consideration by Council in these special circumstances. 

 

While Council will not reduce rates or annual charges, it will consider alternative available 

approaches to assist with cases of financial hardship. This policy establishes guidelines 

for assessment of residential rates and charges financial hardship applications. 

 

General Principles in Determining Hardship 

Council considers the principles of fairness, integrity, confidentiality and its obligations 

under the Act and other related legislation when determining hardship applications. 

Financial assistance may take the form of: 

• Arrangement of a payment agreement or schedules; 

• Extending the period in which the outstanding rates may be repaid; 

• Reducing or writing off accrued interest. 

 
Each individual case will be considered on its merits. The criteria for assessment will be, 

but is not limited to, the following: 
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1. The ratepayer must own and occupy the property as their principal place of 

residence; 

2. The property for which the ratepayer/s is requesting assistance is the ratepayer/s 

principal place of residence and the property must be land categorised as either 

residential or farmland for rating purposes; 

3. The residential component of mixed developments will only be considered for the 

hardship provision assistance; 

4. The ratepayer is required to provide Council with details of all income and 

expenses from all sources, with supporting evidence; 

5. The ratepayer is to provide reasons and reasonable proof of financial hardship 

 
Applications for Hardship Assistance 

Applications must be made on the Hardship Assistance Application Form available from 

Council's Customer Service Centre and on Council's website. 

 

In accordance with the Act, Council has several options available to it when considering 

a Hardship Application. These include: 
 
 

a) Entering a Payment Plan 

Under Section 564 of the Act, Council may: 

o Negotiate with the applicant a suitable repayment plan.  

 

b) Transfer of Land in lieu of Payment of Rates and Charges 

Under Section 570 of the Act, Council may: 

o Accept a transfer of the land in respect of which rates or charges or accrued 

interest is due and payable in full satisfaction of the rates, charges or 

accrued interest. 

 
c) Sale of Property for Overdue Rates 

Under Section 713 of the Act, Council may: 

o Sell any land (including vacant land) on which any rate or charge has 

remained unpaid for more than three (3) years from the date on which it 

became payable. 

o Sell any vacant land on which any rate or charge has remained unpaid for 

more than one (1) year, provided that the amount of such rates and charges 

are more than the land valuation it received from the NSW Valuer-General; 

o Any sale will be carried out by public auction in accordance with the process 

outlined in the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
d) Write off Rates and Charges 

In accordance with regulation 131 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

Council may write off rates and charges: 

• To correct a clerical error; or 

• If the amount is not legally recoverable; or 
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• If a court orders the amount to be written off; or 

• the General Manager believes it would not be cost effective to attempt to recover 

the amount outstanding 

 

RECOVERY OF UNPAID SUNDRY DEBTS 

Sundry debtor accounts and invoices will be created when information becomes available 

and printed and posted weekly. The payment due date will be 30 days after the invoice 

issue. A statement will be issued within seven days of month's end. 
 
Overdue Sundry Debtors 

The following process applies to recovery of overdue sundry debtor accounts: 
 

• A reminder notice will be issued 14 days after due date; 

• A statement will be issued at the end of the month and serve as the 2nd reminder; 

• If full payment is not received after issue of the 2nd reminder, then an overdue 

sundry debtor account letter requesting payment or the making of a satisfactory 

arrangement to pay will be sent to the debtor; 

• The overdue sundry debtor account letter will advise that the recovery of the 

overdue account will be referred to Council's debt collection agency if the account 

is not paid within 14 days. 

 

PRIVACY 

Council is committed to ensuring that privacy will be maintained in accordance with the 

principles established under the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998. 

 

 

 

POLICY VERSION CONTROL 
Title Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy 

ECM Doc Set ID  

Date Adopted 16/04/2020 

Council Minute No.  

Responsible Officer Amanda Barber 

Version Number Modified By Modifications Made Date modified 

and Approved 
by Council 

Council Minute 
Number 

1 Colleen O’Connor Modifications Made 18/10/2018 2018/249 

2 Amanda Barber Special Amendment - Covid 16/04/2020 2020/74 

3 Amanda Barber Special Amendment – Rates 
Harmonisation  

17/06/2021 2021/67 

4 Bronwyn Chaplin Remove Special 
Amendment 

22/06/2022  

 

 

 

 



11.5. COUNCILLOR OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

Author: Greg Briscoe-Hough 

Authoriser: Alistair Cochrane 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the report: 

1. To demonstrate Councillors commitment to integrity in office by completing annual returns 

in both a timely and fulsome manner;  

2. The requirements for Councillors to submit pecuniary interest and related party returns and 

recommended publication of identifiable and consolidated interests for each Councillor on 

Council’s website; and  

3. Consider the issues of capturing and securing public records, particularly in relation to 

Councillor communications. 

BACKGROUND 

This reports considers the structure and guidelines around the interaction between Councillors and 

Council Officers designed to ensure that Councillors have appropriate access for the purposes of 

advice or information regarding Council operations while still maintaining the legislatively prescribed 

independence and separation of functions. The revised Code of Conduct and the Public Interests 

Disclosure Policy of Council are on Council's website. Over coming months each of Council's policies 

will be reviewed and updated appropriately. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Council and Councillors are captured by a number of statutory obligations in respect of their office 

and actions and the maintenance of good governance and integrity. The Local Government sector 

is both heavily criticised, and monitored, in respect of two key issues: Councillor conflict of interests 

and procurement procedures.  

A third, more subjective area, and under Ministerial fiat, is the issue of a council administration 

undermined by consistent serious disagreement where the confidence of the community in the 

councillors' ability to deliver projects that improve the future economic and social prospects and / or 

the ability of the governing body to properly perform its roles under the Act. Numerous reports to the 

OLG and Minister note that the majority of these breakdowns occur when either the administration 

or elected body transgress the boundary between the policy making and oversight functions of 

elected councillors and operational matters delegated and statutorily prescribed to the General 

Manager and staff. 

Council is also a party to the Public Interest Disclosures (PID) framework and has its own policy in 

respect of this legislation. Councillors and staff should report any suspected wrongdoing within 

Council. Reports about the five categories of serious misconduct include corrupt conduct, 

maladministration, serious and substantial waste of public money, breach of the GIPA Act (which 

captures councillor communications), and local government pecuniary interest contravention are 

dealt with under the PID Act as protected disclosures and according to this policy.  

Council recently modified its Code of Conduct to incorporate related party transaction reporting 

elements in response to NSW Audit Office feedback to adopt a policy, however, by placing this after 

similar provisions on pecuniary interests, in succession and in the same document, it provides a 

single point of reference for councillors, key staff and the community. Whilst it is each person's 

responsibility to determine what to declare, the related party transactions have a 'materiality' element 

to them and so the all capturing declaration of the pecuniary interests provisions - which is as much 
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about perception as it is concerned in real conflicts - are not necessarily triggered in the related party 

declaration where no material benefit is possible or likely in the decision making role of councillors. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Compliance with statutory and policy provisions applicable to Council and risk management of 

reputation. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

5.2 Financially sustainable 

5.3 Professional Workplace culture 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government Regulations 2021 

Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994 

NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption Act 1998 

Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act) 

Australian Accounting Standard AASB124 related party disclosures (AASB124)  

Australian Accounting Standard AASB10 consolidated financial statements (AASB10) 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil. Documents are on Council's website and forms for the completion of returns will be emailed 

separately.  



11.6. MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP AND ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Author: Belinda Perrett 

Authoriser: Philip Stone 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council 

1. Resolve to maintain membership of the Murray Darling Association and  

2. Resolve that two Councillors be given the opportunity to attend the Murray Darling 

Association’s 78th National Conference and AGM September 29-21, 2022 hosted by Albury 

City Council.  

BACKGROUND 

Edward River Council is currently a member of the Murray Darling Association. Prior to approving 

this years’ membership, Officers wanted to ensure that Councillors supported Councils continued 

membership.  

Membership fees are calculated per head of population based on the latest ABS census data.  

Councils membership for 2021/22 is $3,072.51 including gst.  

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

The Murray Darling Association has existed since 1944 and represents local Government and 

communities across the Murray-Darling Basin. Currently divided into twelve regions, member 

Councils are:-  

REGION ONE  

Albury City Council ; Federation Council ; Indigo Shire Council; Snowy Valleys Council; Towong 

Shire Council  

REGION TWO  

Berrigan Shire Council ; Edward River Council ; Moira Shire Council ; Greater Shepparton City 

Council; Federation Council  

REGION THREE 

Balranald Shire Council was previously in region three, however are now in region four.  

The following council areas are listed, but are not currently financial members - Ararat Rural City 

Council; Ballarat City Council; Murray River Council; Buloke Shire Council ; Central Goldfields Shire 

Council ; Gannawarra Shire Council ; Hepburn Shire Council ; Horsham Rural City Council ; Loddon 

Shire Council ; Moorabool Shire Council ; Mount Alexander Shire Council ; Northern Grampians 

Shire Council ; Pyrenees Shire Council ; Swan Hill Rural City Council  

REGION FOUR  

Broken Hill City Council ; Central Darling Shire ; Mildura Rural City Council ; Wentworth Shire 

Council; Balranald Shire Council  

REGION FIVE  

District Council of Loxton Waikerie ; Renmark Paringa Council ; Mid Murray Council ; Berri Barmera 

Council ; District Council of Karoonda East Murray  

REGION SIX  
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Alexandrina Council ; Coorong District Council ; Tatiara District Council ; The Rural City of Murray 

Bridge; Southern Mallee District Council; City of Victor Harbour 

REGION SEVEN  

Campbelltown City Council ; City of Burnside ; City of Holdfast Bay ; City of Norwood Payneham & 

St Peters; City of Mitcham ; City of Playford ; City of Port Adelaide Enfield ; Adelaide Hills Council ; 

City of Tea Tree Gully  

REGION EIGHT  

Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council ; Light Regional Council ; The District Council of Peterborough ; 

The Regional Council of Goyder ; Northern Areas Council; District Council of Mount Remarkable; 

District Council of Orroroo Carrieton 

REGION NINE  

Carrathool Shire Council ; Griffith City Council ; Hay Shire Council ; Leeton Shire Council ; Lockhart 

Shire Council ; Murrumbidgee Council ; Narrandera Shire Council ; Wagga Wagga City Council  

REGION TEN  

Bourke Shire Council ; Cobar Shire Council ; Dubbo Regional Council ; Forbes Shire Council ; 

Lachlan Shire Council ; Warren Shire Council ; Narromine Shire Council  

REGION ELEVEN  

Brewarrina Shire Council ; Coonamble Shire Council; Gunnedah Shire Council ; Gwydir Shire 

Council ; Liverpool Plains Shire Council ; Glen Innes Severn Council ; Tenterfield Shire Council ; 

Walgett Shire Council  

REGION TWELVE  

Balonne Shire Council; Bulloo Shire Council; Goondiwindi Regional Council ; Paroo Shire Council ; 

Toowoomba Regional Council; Western Downs Regional Council  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

The Murray Darling Association is established to be a voice for Councils in the Murray Darling Basin 

Plan. Being a member of this organisation allows Council ‘to have a voice at the table’. Council are 

also members of other Committees/Organisations that are advocating in the water/Murray Darling 

area, these include RAMJO and the Murray Regional Strategy Group. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

3. Encouraging growth through partnerships  

3.2 Economic development 

4. Delivering community assets and services 

4.1 Vibrant villages and towns 

4.2 Reliable Water and Sewerage 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Membership of Murray Darling Association for Edward River Council 2022/2023 are $3,072.51 

including gst. Fees are calculated at $0.35 per head of population and are capped at 21,907 

population or $6,681.82. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

ATTACHMENTS 



11.7. FREE WASTE DISPOSAL WEEKENDS 2022/2023 

Author: Libby Braybon - Executive Assistant  

Authoriser: Katrina Bennett - Acting Director Infrastructure  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Approve the Free Waste Disposal weekends at the Deniliquin Landfill to take place on the 

following dates during the 2022/23 financial year: 10th & 11 September 2022, 17th & 18th 

December 2022, 1st & 2nd April 2023 and 24th & 25th June 2023. 

2. Note that on the Free Waste Disposal weekends the following waste is still charged for: 

tyres, commercial waste, construction and/or demolition waste. 

BACKGROUND 

In July 2015 changes were made to the operations of the landfill which made the disposal of 

residential green waste and residential waste free to the rate payers of Edward River Council. This 

change did not include large household items. As a result, Council have been offering four (4) 

weekends annually as open weekends at the landfill for disposal of larger items as a free service to 

ratepayers. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

The free weekends allow for the disposal of larger items such as mattresses, refrigerators, other 

white goods and furniture. This is for residential properties only and does not include tyres, 

commercial waster, construction and/or demolition waste. 

It is recommended that Council continue this approach for the 2022/23 financial year. All dates will 

be reviewed prior to proceeding. The proposed dates are: 

• 10th & 11 September 2022 

• 17th & 18th December 2022 

• 1st & 2nd April 2023 

• 24th & 25th June 2023 

 

Council will widely advertise the weekends in the newspaper, website and Facebook page in the 

lead up to the proposed dates. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

1. Shaping the Future 

1.1 Pristine natural environment 

1.2 Quality built environment 

1.3 Enhanced Active and Passive Open Spaces 

1.4 Sustainable Waste Management 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council staff shall accept residential property waste at Councils Landfill site free of charge for the 

weekends stated. The financial implications will not accurately be known until the end of June 2023. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

It is required that Council consider this report as this recommendation falls outside Councils 

published fees and charges. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 



11.8. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT - JUNE 2022 

Author: Marie Sutton - Manager Planning & Environment  

Authoriser: Katrina Bennett - Acting Director Infrastructure  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the June Development Services update 

BACKGROUND 

The Development Services Report for June 22 is included as Attachment 1. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

N/A 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

ATTACHMENTS 



Attachment 1 - 6 Environment Report June 2022 
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11.9. OPERATIONS REPORT JUNE 2022 

Author: Craig Maffescioni 

Authoriser: Mark Dalzell 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the June 2022 Operations update. 

BACKGROUND 

As part of the Operation Plan and Delivery Program, Council's Operations Department undertakes 

a variety of maintenance and capital works across a wide range of Council services. 

The Operations Department is part of the Infrastructure Directorate. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

N/A 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

1. Shaping the Future 

1.1 Pristine natural environment 

1.2 Quality built environment 

1.3 Enhanced Active and Passive Open Spaces 

1.4 Sustainable Waste Management 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

ATTACHMENTS 

Monthly Report June 2022 



Attachment 1 - Operations Monthly Council Report June 
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11.10. MAJOR PROJECTS REPORT - JULY 2022 

Author: Nicole Rogers 

Authoriser: Katrina Bennett 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the Major Projects Program – Progress Report for July 2022. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Since amalgamation in 2016, Council has received over $46,000,000 in funding from State and 

Federal Government bodies. A breakdown of current funding and remaining spend is as follows: 

 

Government Funding Body Funding Amount 

Stronger Communities - Round 2  

(Additional merger funding) 

$3,990,000 

Remaining: $94,000 

Stronger Country Communities – Round 3 

(State funding) 

$1,264,500 

Remaining : $22,972 

Stronger Country Communities – Round 4 

(State funding) 

$768,338Total remaining 

Building Better Regions 

(Federal Funding) 

$630,883  

Total remaining 

Our Rivers Our Region  

(Federal funding) 

$1,673,080 

Remaining: $ 4,785 

Drought Communities Program – Round 2 

(Federal Funding) 

$1,000,000 

Remaining: $210,000 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure 

Program 

(State funding) 

$963,190 

Remaining: $256,193 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure 

Program R2 

(State funding) 

$880,903 

Remaining: $473,698 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure 

Program R3 

(State funding) 

$1,926,340 

Total remaining 

HSVPP (Federal Funding), Fixing Country 

Roads, TfNSW (State Funding) for Maude Road 

Construction 

$2,980,568  

Remaining: $237,415.73  

Commonwealth Regional Airport Program 

(Federal Funding) 

$2,500,000  

Total remaining 
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Government Funding Body Funding Amount 

Fixing Local Roads (TfNSW) Round 3 

(State Govt) 

$1,077,023 

Remaining: $1,038,646 

NSW Showground Stimulus Funding R2 – 

Memorial Park Showground 

(State Funding) 

$1,650,775 

Remaining: $1,317,116 

NSW Emergency Operations Centres (EOCS) 

Critical Upgrade Program 

(State Funding) 

$125,080  

Remaining: $23,424 

Murray Darling Basin Economic Development 

Program R3 

(State Funding) 

$1,000,000  

Total remaining 

Regional Growth Fund NSW 

(State Funding) 

$50,000 

Total remaining 

Streets as Shared Spaces 

(State Funding) 

$500,000  

Remaining $473,308 

 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Project Updates 

Waring Gardens – Amenities and Rotunda  

Funding for this work is through the Drought Communities Program (R2) and includes works to 

Refurbish the Cressy Street and Harrison Street amenities blocks, including DDA compliance for 

accessible toilet area and re-painting. Works on the rotunda include replacement of damaged timber 

and re-painting. 

The accessibility upgrade works at the Waring Gardens Amenities adjacent to Cressy Street is 

almost complete. The contractor has installed handrails with only painting to be completed. 

The structural design for the rotunda has been received which shows the roof being constructed 

separate then lifted on the rotunda upon completion. 

North Deni Industrial Area - Augustus Street  

This project has been funded through Fixing Local Roads R2 and includes works to improve drainage 

and a complete road reconstruction. This will improve accessibility to businesses in this area 

especially for heavy vehicles which are predominant in this precinct. 

This project is now complete. 

North Deniliquin Rest Stop 

Funding for this project is through Stronger Country Communities R3 and Drought Communities 

Program R2. 

This month has seen the installation of the BBQ and shelter and completion of the amenities.  

All amenity infrastructure is now in place. To complete this project there will be additional mulching 

and plantings over the next few weeks. The amenities are now open to the public. 
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Civic Precinct Refurbishment 

This project has received funding from Stronger Country Communities Rounds 2 and 3, Building 

Better Regions, New Council Implementation Funds, Stronger Communities and Council.? 

Certificate of Occupancy has been received for the Estates Building and final clean-up is underway 

ready for Council staff to move into the building. Customer Service are looking to open the doors to 

customers on 14 June 2022.  

Customer Service, Finance and HR staff are now located in the completed Estates Building. Works 

are continuing on the floor in the Town Hall with the installation of the sub floor timbers. The Stage 

4 extension to the rear of the Town Hall has been boxed up ready to be poured and power lines from 

Civic place to the transformer site have been pulled through. 

Energising End Street 

Funding for this project was received through Streets as Shared Spaces, State Funding. 

Part of this funding is to be used to improve footpaths in the area including outside the Coach House 

Hotel. Quotes are being sort for this work. Street furniture, including 5 x parklets and bike racks have 

been ordered. Consultation with End Street business continues. 

 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Delivering community assets and services 

4.1 Vibrant villages and towns  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Projects funded through these programs include costs for the design, documentation, and 

supervision costs for each project.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Council must ensure that these projects are completed within the timeframes set out within the 

funding agreements 

ATTACHMENTS 



Attachment 1 - Project Summary Report July22 - Major Projects 
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12. NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

13. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

14. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

15. CLOSE OF MEETING 

 


