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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Central Murray County Council (CMCC) was formed in 1978 with the following members:  
 Berrigan Shire Council; 
 Conargo Shire Council; 
 Deniliquin Council; 
 Murray Shire Council; and 
 Windouran Shire Council 

 
The CMCC trades under the name of Central Murray County Council Noxious Weeds. Its 
current function is to perform, on behalf of the member councils, the local control authority 
responsibilities under the Biosecurity Act 2015 No 24, which in 2018 replaced the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993. 
 
In 2001, Conargo Shire Council and Windouran Shire Council amalgamated and left four 
members of the CMCC.  
 
In 2016, Conargo Shire Council and Deniliquin Council merged to form Edward River Council; 
and Murray Shire Council and Wakool Shire Council merged to form Murray River Council. 
Wakool Shire Council were never a part of the CMCC. These mergers reduced the number of 
members of the CMCC to three.  
 
It is now proposed to disband the CMCC and transfer the noxious weeds function and 
responsibilities back to the individual councils, namely Murray River Council, Edward River 
Council and Berrigan Shire Council. 
 
The Local Government (Council Amalgamations) Proclamation 2016 advised the following in 
respect of county councils: 
 

To avoid doubt, the constitution and operation of a county council, as existing 
immediately before the amalgamation day, is not affected by any changes to 
councils or council area affected by this Proclamation. 

 
This proclamation created anomalies in service provision across the Murray River Council area, 
as only a portion of the local government area was previously served by the CMCC. 
 
Murray River Council is the proponent for the dissolution of the CMCC with a target date of 
30 June 2019. The proposal has the support of the CMCC.  
 
As per the resolution of Murray River Council from its Extraordinary Meeting of 
24 October 2018, Murray River Council has agreed to undertake any administrative work that 
is required to be attended to effect the dissolution after the CMCC is dissolved. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE AUTHORITY 
 
Proclamation 
The Proclamation for the creation of the CMCC, based on the application of the Municipality 
of Deniliquin and the Shires of Berrigan, Murray and Windouran was published on 
12 May 1978. 
 
A further Proclamation to alter the County boundaries to include Conargo Shire as a 
constituent council of the CMCC was published on 16 May 1980. 
 
Copies of the Proclamations from the New South Wales Government Gazette are included as 
Attachment 1. 
 
 
Operations 
The CMCC Noxious Weeds Authority provides the following services: 
 
1.  Property inspections 

CMCC inspectors carry out private property inspections for the presence of noxious 
weeds and assist land owners with plant identification and to prepare control programs 
for noxious plants on their property. 

 
2.  Issue Weed Control Notices (WCN) 

CMCC inspectors issue a WCN under the Biosecurity Act 2015, where an occupier/owner 
does not comply with the request of an inspector. 

 
3.  Roadside weed management 

The CMCC provides roadside weed management services to the local road authorities. 
 
4.  Contract spraying service 

The CMCC provides a contract weed spraying service for private owners and public 
authorities. 

 
5.  Certificates 
 The CMCC provides certificates to intending property purchasers, on a fee for service 

basis, stating whether there are outstanding fees, charges or notices on the property. 
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
The Governing Body of the CMCC prior to the mergers were as follows: 
 
Central Murray County Council Authority 
Chairperson:  Cr Betty Murphy (Murray Shire Council) 
Deputy Chairperson:  Cr Donald Henderson (Conargo Shire Council) 
Member:  Cr Brian Hill (Berrigan Shire Council) 
Member:  Cr Colin Jones (Berrigan Shire Council) 
Member:  Cr Sue Taylor (Deniliquin Municipality) 
Member:  Cr Peter Connell (Deniliquin Municipality) 
Member:  Cr Mac Wallace (Conargo Shire Council) 
Member:  Cr John Pocklington (Murray Shire Council) 
 
General Manager:  Barry Barlow 
Finance/Administration:  Rachelle Delmenico 
Auditors:  Auswild & Co. 
 
In February 2016, Murray Shire Councillors were suspended by the Office of Local 
Government and Mr David Shaw represented Murray Shire Council as Administrator. 
Councillor Donald Henderson assumed the role of Chairperson. 
 
In May 2016, the Minister for Local Government proclaimed the mergers of Deniliquin Council 
and Conargo Shire Council to form Edward River Council, with Mr Ashley Hall appointed as 
Administrator; and Murray Shire Council and Wakool Shire Council to form Murray River 
Council, with Mr David Shaw continuing as Administrator. 
 
Following the amalgamations, the Interim Governing Body of the Authority was Mr David 
Shaw (Murray River Council); Mr Ashley Hall (Edward River Council); and Councillors Colin 
James and John Bruce (Berrigan Shire Council). 
 
Following the merged councils first general election in September 2017, the Interim 
Governing Body of the Authority has been: 
 
Central Murray County Council Authority 
Chairperson:  Cr Colin Jones (Berrigan Shire Council) 
Deputy Chairperson:  Cr Ashley Hall (Edward River Council) 
Member:  Cr John Bruce (Berrigan Shire Council) 
Member:  Cr Nick Metcalfe (Edward River Council) 
Member:  Cr Thomas Weyrich (Murray River Council) 
Member:  Cr Gen Campbell (Murray River Council) 
 
Acting General Manager:  Rachelle Delmenico 
Finance/Administration:  Rachelle Delmenico 
Auditors:  Crowe Horwath 
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The CMCC lists its strategic priorities as: 
 Noxious weed private property inspections 
 Roadside and reserve weed maintenance 
 Education of the community 
 Encourage community group involvement in projects 
 Providing contract weed control services 
 Enhance agricultural production through noxious weed control 
 Encourage environmentally friendly practices 
 
On the dissolution of the CMCC, Murray River Council, Edward River Council and Berrigan 
Shire Council are to each undertake noxious plant control for their local government areas.  
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EMPLOYEES 
 
The CMCC Financial Plan lists the organisation as having one part-time General Manager, one 
part-time Financial/Administration Officer and five full-time employees. 
 
1. General Manager (1) 

Contract position (currently under temporary employment) – Berrigan (redundant) 
 

2. Senior Weeds Officer (1) 
 Permanent full-time position based in Finley – Transfer to Berrigan Shire Council 
 

3. Finance Officer (1) 
 Permanent part-time position – Berrigan (redundant) 

 
4. Weeds Inspector (1) 
 Permanent full-time position based in Deniliquin – This position was to transfer to 

Murray River Council, however, recently resigned, therefore, this position is currently 
vacant 

 
5. Spray Operators (3) 

Permanent full-time position – One to transfer to Berrigan Shire Council and two to 
transfer to Edward River Council 

 
 
The total employee costs for the 2017/18 financial year was $539,000. 
 
The budget for employee costs for the 2018/19 financial year is $431,545.00. 
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ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE (PRE AMALGAMATIONS) 
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ASSETS AND EQUIPMENT 
 
The CMCC financial statements list the full purchase value of the CMCC’s plant and equipment 
at $1,252,000. The depreciated value is $740,000. The full purchase value of the office 
equipment is $24,000, and the depreciated value is $5,000. 
 
Full details of the plant and equipment asset register and office equipment register for 2018 
are listed in Attachment 2. 
 
It is proposed that the assets required by each individual council to perform the required 
functions will be transferred on dissolution of the CMCC.  
 
A breakdown of the assets each council will receive are listed below. The remaining assets are 
to be sold up and monies distributed to each council, in accordance with their contribution 
percentage averaged over the past five years of contributions, as follows: 
 Berrigan Shire Council 33% 
 Edward River Council 36%  
 Murray River Council 31% 
 
 
Berrigan Shire Council (refer Attachment 5) 
The Finley Depot including sheds and demountables and all equipment, fixtures and fittings 
contained therein.  
 2 x Ranger utilities based at Finley (Registration numbers required) 
 1 x Portable spray mate  
 1 x Boat including trailer, motor and spray mate (Registration numbers to transfer) 
 2 x Mapping motion tablets and software 
 2 x Mobile telephones (Mobile numbers to transfer) 
 Noxious weeds signs  
 1 x Compressor  
 Chemical bulk storage and pumps  
 Vertebrate pest control equipment  
 Bait layer  
 Carrot cutter  
   
Edward River Council 
The Deniliquin Depot including sheds and demountables and all equipment, fixtures and 
fittings contained therein. 
 2 x Ranger utilities based at Deniliquin 
 2 x Quick spray units  
 1 x Canter truck (Registration BE34DL) 
 2 x Rearing cages 
 2 x Mapping motion tablets and software 
 2 x Kestrel wind meter 
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Murray River Council 
 1 x Ranger utility 
 1 x Quick spray unit 
 2 x Rearing cages 
 1 x Mapping motion tablets and software 
 1 x Kestrel wind meter 
 1 x Bobcat telehandler 
 1 x Wetblade for bobcat 
 1 x Compressor and pump for bobcat 
 
 
 
OTHER ASSETS 
 
Land & Buildings 
The CMCC has two Depots, one in Finley NSW and the other in Deniliquin NSW. The CMCC 
owns the land, sheds and demountable buildings at the Depots. 
 
The full purchase value of the land is $80,000 (2018): 
 Finley Depot - $35,000 
 Deniliquin Depot - $45,000 
 
The infrastructure and buildings on the land has the purchase price of $406,043 and is 
depreciated down to $132,428 (2018): 
 Finley Depot - $55,348 
 Deniliquin Depot - $77,080 
 
The full details of the land and buildings register for 2018 are listed in Attachment 2. 
 
Market Valuation Reports by Herron Todd White as at 21 April 2017, places the value for the 
Finley Depot at $100,000; and the Deniliquin Depot at $135,000. The Valuation Reports are 
attached in Attachment 3. 
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AREA OF OPERATION (PRE AMALGAMATIONS) 
 
The CMCC area of operation covers the whole of the former Murray Shire Council, Conargo 
Shire Council, Deniliquin Council; and Berrigan Shire Council.  
 
The CMCC is located on the Southern NSW/VIC border (NSW side). 
 

 
  

NSW 

CMCC 
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PROPOSAL TO DISSOLVE THE AUTHORITY 
 
The proposal is to disband the CMCC effective from 30 June 2019 and transfer the Biosecurity 
Act 2015 responsibilities to the individual councils, namely Murray River Council, Edward 
River Council and Berrigan Shire Council. 
 
1. Murray River Council 

Resolved at its meeting held on 16 January 2018 to discontinue membership of the 
CMCC.  Murray River Council further resolved at its meeting held on 24 October 2018 
to take on the role as a joint proponent with the CMCC in the proposed dissolution 
process of the CMCC (Refer Attachment 4). 

 
2. Edward River Council 

Resolved at its meeting held on 15 February 2018 to discontinue membership of the 
CMCC, investigate alternative options to ensure Council is meeting its legislative 
requirements (Refer Attachment 4). 

 
3. Berrigan Shire Council 

Resolved at its meeting held on 21 March 2018 that Council continue to be a part of the 
CMCC staff to the Council (Refer Attachment 4). It should be noted that the Berrigan 
Shire Council is NOT in support of the dissolution of the CMCC (Refer Attachment 5). 

 
Each member council has passed a resolution to undertake the function and duties of weed 
control and inspections. The individual councils will fulfil their obligations with respect to the 
Weeds Action Plan (WAP) and the Biosecurity Act 2015. 
 
The proposal to dissolve the CMCC also has the support of the NSW Department of Primary 
Industries, who has pledged to continue to assists the councils to provide good and efficient 
noxious weeds services if the proposal goes ahead. Each council will also continue to work 
closely with the Murray Local Land Services (LLS) in the delivery of their services. 
 
The proposal to dissolve the CMCC is supported by the United Services Union (USU), provided 
the CMCC employees maintain their current entitlements and have a  job position to transfer 
to (Refer Attachment 6). Each of the councils has resolved to place the numerous positions 
within their organisational structure and to ensure they have the same security as staff 
transferred in amalgamated councils. 
 
 
Provision of weed services 
All weed services will be undertaken by each individual council. The councils will maintain the 
required standard of weed services and meet their legal obligations. This will be enabled 
through the transfer of assets and staff from the CMCC on dissolution. The service delivery 
should be continuous and each council will be equipped to provide the service uninterrupted. 
The aim is to deliver the most efficient weed services possible and to facilitate the transfer of 
operations and provide continuity of service to ratepayers. 
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Employees 
It is proposed that all CMCC employees and assets will be transferred to the individual councils 
who will take over the management of all weed services. 
 
Roles 
It is proposed that all four permanent positions be transferred to the individual councils as 
indicated below: 
 Berrigan Shire Council – 2 x full-time employees 
 Edward River Council – 2 x full-time employees 
 Murray River Council – Nil 
 
Currently, the CMCC is managed by an Acting General Manager. It is proposed that this 
position will become redundant and the individual councils will manage their own business 
unit and weed program.  
 
It is proposed that the current permanent part-time role of Finance/Administration Officer 
will be made redundant. The duties performed by this role will be taken up by the individual 
councils within their current administration. 
 
It is proposed that the individual councils will meet the required reporting obligations for 
Department of Primary Industries (weeds) and Office of Local Government (financials). 
 
Conditions of employment 
The CMCC employees will remain under the NSW Local Government (State) Award 2017 upon 
transfer and all existing entitlements and conditions will remain in place as per the Local 
Government Award. 
 
Delegations 
The delegations regarding the provision of weed notices and financial operation and 
management of the organisation are to be transferred back to the individual councils 
according to their organisation and delegations structure. 
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LEGISLATION REVIEW 
 
Under S383 (1) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993, the Murray River Council, Edward 
River Council and the Berrigan Shire Council have requested that a proposal for the dissolution 
of the CMCC be made to the Minister for Local Government. 
 
As part of the dissolution, the detailed provisions for the proclamation have been reviewed 
and the details of this review is included in this report as Attachment 7. 
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Attachment 1.  Proclamation of the Central Murray County Council 
 

1978: Establishment of the Central Murray County Council and Constitution – published in the Government 
Gazette 12 May 1978 
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1980: Constitution amended to include Conargo Shire Council a constituent of the Central Murray County 
Council – published in the Government Gazette 16 May 1980 
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Attachment 2. Assets of the Central Murray County Council 
 
Summary 

 Purchase WDV at 30.06.19 
Plant & Equipment $919,365.32 $357,366.97 
Office Equipment $25,448.96 $2,048.70 
Land $80,000.00 $80,000.00 

 

 Fair Value 
30.06.2015 

Book Value 
30.06.2019 

Buildings $410,453.50 $128,452.35 
 

TOTAL $1,435,267.78 $567,868.02 
 
 
CMCC – Plant & Equipment – 30 June 2018 
 

Item Purchase Price ($) WDV at 30.06.19 ($) 
Berrigan Shire Council   
Plant & Equipment   
Ford Ranger Utility (CK69VD) 36,925.45 22,114.80 
Ford Ranger Utility (CM10KL) 33,198.18 19,882.53 
Roof Sign for Fleet x 2 1,752.74 0.00 
Spray Mate (Matt Wooden Utility) 12,504.00 6,252.00 
Mitsubishi Canter Truck (AH45BL) 154,077.44 39,468.15 
Rearing Cages 4,064.07 458.58 
Boat 23,284.55 17,948.51 
Spray Mate Tank, Reel, Hose, Gun (Boat) 11,627.50 4,937.75 
Boat Motor (5 horsepower) 1,818.18 829.09 
Spiny Burr Posts 1,048.00 0.00 
Kestral Wind Meter x 2 564.54 0.00 
Motion Tablet GPS Unit x 2 9,874.32 1,344.98 
Software for Motion Tablets 6,086.27 2,422.56 
Noxious Weeds Signs 1,088.00 0.00 
Air Compressor (Willows) 3,397.28 1,899.38 
Chemical 1000lts Bulk Storage with Pump x 1 6,209.55 3,673.98 
Chemical 1000lts Bulk Storage with Pump x 1 6,209.55 3,673.98 
Chemical 1000lts Bulk Storage with Pump x 1 6,209.55 3,673.98 
Rabbit Smoker 785.00 222.00 
Rain Tank x 2 (Finley Depot) 5,438.18 0.00 
Nursery (Finley Depot) 2,444.55 0.00 
Socket Set 540.00 144.00 
Air Compressor – Drilling (Stand-alone Finley Depot) 3,508.18 0.00 
Concrete Chemical Pit & Cover (Finley Depot) 1,650.00 990.00 
Air Conditioning Unit (Finley Office) 1,600.00 0.00 
Suction Pump for Concrete Pit (Finley Depot) 863.64 12.23 
Second Hand Punt Boat 750.00 185.55 
Apple iPhone (Matt Wooden) 878.18 0.00 
Conquest Karcher Hot/Cold Water Pressure Wash 4,990.00 998.00 
Englefield Fridge 1,059.69 512.17 
 344,446.58 31,644.23 
Office Equipment 23,835.32 2,048.70 
Land 35,000.00 35,000.00 
Buildings 227,253.50 55,036.35 
Sub-Total 630,535.40 223,729.28 
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Item Purchase Price ($) WDV at 30.06.19 ($) 
Edward River Council   
Plant & Equipment   
Ford Ranger Utility (BU60RE) 40,880.26 16,841.66 
Ford Ranger Utility (BT09LD) 35,820.27 12,545.12 
Roof Sign for Fleet x 2 1,752.74 0.00 
Quick Spray (Brian Bourke Utility) 10,893.00 2,178.60 
Quick Spray (Dean Irwin Utility) 10,893.00 2,178.60 
Mitsubishi Canter Truck (BE34DL) 170,820.04 36,190.48 
Motion Tablet GPS Unit x 2 10,930.66 1,344.98 
Software for Motion Tablets 12,172.55 2,422.56 
Spiny Burr Posts 684.00 0.00 
Kestral Wind Meter x 2 600.00 41.00 
Air Compressor (Deniliquin Depot) 1,495.00 248.62 
Split System Air Conditioner (Deniliquin Depot) 1,499.10 0.00 
Rain Tank x 2 (Deniliquin Depot) 5,438.18 0.00 
Englefield Fridge 1,059.69 512.17 
 304,938.48 74,503.79 
Office Equipment 1,613.64 0.00 
Land 45,000.00 45,000.00 
Buildings 183,200.00 73,416.00 
Sub-Total 534,752.12 192,919.79 
Murray River Council   
Plant & Equipment   
Ford Ranger Utility (CM09KL) 33,198.18 19,882.52 
Roof Sign for Fleet x 1 876.37 0.00 
Quick Spray 11,450.80 5,725.40 
Pest Traps 1,200.00 40.00 
Spiny Burr Posts 788.00 0.00 
Motion Tablet GPS Unit x 1 4,408.99 672.49 
Software for Motion Tablet 12,172.55 1,211.28 
Bobcat Telehandler, Puller & Bobcat 165,646.96 112,285.30 
Englefield Fridge 1,059.69 512.17 
Sub-Total 230,801.53 140,329.16 
   
TOTAL (All Councils) 1,396,089.05 556,978.23 
   
Pooled 6,044.55 3,826.86 
To Be Sold in 2018/19 33,134.18 7,062.94 
GRAND TOTAL 1,435,267.78 567,868.03 
   
Remainder in Pool   
Pump & Tank – 2,000L Water Tank for Trailer 
(Deniliquin Depot 

1,044.55 410.86 

Trailer (TB68SS) 5,000.00 3,416.00 
TOTAL 6,044.55 3,826.86 
To Be Sold in 2018/19   
Ford Ranger Utility (CQ03CF) 32,598.18 7,062.94 
Remote Control for Quick Spray (CQ03CF) 536.00 0.00 
TOTAL 33,134.18 7,062.94 

 
  



Page 19 of 64 

Proposal for Dissolution of the Central Murray County Council Noxious Weeds Control Authority    
 

CMCC – Office Furniture & Equipment – 30 June 2018 
 

Item Purchase 
Price ($) 

Less Acc Dep 
at 30.06.17 

Dep at 
30.06.18 

Acc Dep at 
30.06.18 

WDV at 
30.06.18 

Steel Stationery Cupboard 422.73 422.73 0.00 422.73 0.00 
Tool Box 6,470.45 6,470.45 0.00 6,470.45 0.00 
Computer – Finley 1,793.60 1,793.60 0.00 1,793.60 0.00 
Computer – Mapping 1,426.36 1,426.36 0.00 1,426.36 0.00 
Office Equipment 805.54 805.54 0.00 805.54 0.00 
A3 Mapping Printer 2,334.55 2,334.55 0.00 2,334.55 0.00 
Computer 1,613.64 1,344.70 268.94 1,613.64 0.00 
Computer 1,663.63 1,386.36 277.27 1,663.63 0.00 
Laptop (Darryl) 1,435.45 1,052.27 287.09 1,339.36 96.09 
Air Conditioner 2,475.00 1,444.00 495.00 1,939.00 536.00 
Dynamic Data 586.23 312.49 117.25 429.74 156.49 
Camera 253.64 105.46 50.73 156.18 97.46 
Red Gum Photography & 
Computer – Computer Tower 

1,208.18 483.27 241.64 724.91 483.27 

Dynamic Data – Laptop 1,623.60 318.49 324.72 643.21 980.39 
TOTAL 24,112.60 19,700.27 2,062.63 21,762.90 2,349.70 

 
 
CMCC – Land – 30 June 2018 
 

Item Purchase 
Price ($) 

Less Acc 
Dep at 
Lifetime 

WDV at 
30.06.16 

Less Acc 
Dep at 
30.06.18 

Fair Value 
at 
30.06.16 

Acc Dep WDV at 
30.06.18 

Finley Depot 60,000.00 0.00 35,000.00 0.00 35,000.00 0.00 35,000.00 
Deniliquin Depot 75,000.00 0.00 45,000.00 0.00 45,000.00 0.00 45,000.00 
TOTAL 135,000.00 0.00 80,000.00 0.00 80,000.00 0.00 80,000.00 

 
 
CMCC – Buildings – 30 June 2018 
 

Item Fair Value 30.06.15 
($) 

Acc Dep at 30.06.18 
($) 

Book Value 30.06.18 
($) 

Finley Depot 174,843.50 134,695.68 40,147.82 
Deniliquin Depot 154,200.00 86,220.00 67,980.00 
Finley Depot Office 48,000.00 32,800.00 15,200.00 
Deniliquin Office 29,000.00 19,900.00 9,100.00 
TOTAL 406,043.50 273,615.68 132,427.82 
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Attachment 3. Market Valuation Reports – Finley Depot & Deniliquin Depot 
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Attachment 4. Council Resolutions 
 

(A) Murray River Council 
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(B) Edward River Council 

 
 

(C) Berrigan Shire Council 
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(D) Central Murray County Council 
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Attachment 5. Berrigan Shire Council Position 
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Attachment 6. Correspondence from United Services Union (USU) 
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Attachment 7. Detail Considerations for Proclamation 
 
Detailed Notes on the Proposal under section 383 of the Local Government Act 1993 
 
Principal objectives 
The principal objective of the proposal is for the dissolution of Central Murray County Council (CMCC) 
and for the transfer of authority under the Biosecurity Act 2015 No 24 back to the individual councils 
namely Murray River Council, Edward River Council and Berrigan Shire Council. 
 
Proposed achievement of objectives and operation of the change 
It is proposed to achieve the objectives of the reform by proclamation under the Local Government 
Act 1993. This would include making provisions to give effect to the proclamation to dissolve the CMCC 
and to ensure a seamless transition from the CMCC to the care and control of the individual councils 
and to provide continuity of service delivery for weeds services across the former CMCC Area. 
 
Background 
The proclamation for the creation of the CMCC on the application of the Municipality of Deniliquin 
and the Shires of Berrigan, Murray and Windouran was issued on 10 May 1978 and came into effect 
on 12 May 1978. Further proclamation for boundary alterations to include Conargo Shire was issued 
14 May 1980 and came into effect on 16 May 1980. 
 
The CMCC provides the following services: 
1. Property inspections for the presence of noxious weeds, assisting landowners with weed 

identification and preparation of control programs for noxious plants. 
2. Issue weed control notices under Biosecurity Act 2015. 
3. Assists the local authorities with roadside weed management services. 
4. The provision of contract weed spraying services for private owners and public authorities. 
5. Issuing certificates regarding outstanding fees, charges or notices on a property. 
 
The CMCC has an annual budget of $1.021M and a total staff of six, made up of four full-time and two 
part-time. The General Manager’s position is currently filled by an Acting General Manager (part-
time). The General Manager’s contract was not renewed in August. 
 
The CMCC has been struggling financially in recent years and asked the member councils for an 
increase in their contributions to keep a balanced budget financial result and maintain equipment 
integrity.  
 
Murray River Council made the decision that they would take back the noxious weed responsibilities 
in-house as they could continue with the weeds program more cost effectively than the services 
provided by the CMCC. 
 
External reviews: structural arrangements of the County Council 
No external review into the operations of the County Council has been carried out. The scale of the 
operation and the fact that the member councils of the CMCC have an intimate knowledge of its 
administration and operation over the long-term, make this unnecessary. All services are being 
provided within the local government areas and under the proposal, services will be continued by the 
councils. 
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Existing proclamations 
It is recognised that a review of the operative provisions of each proclamation that is currently in force 
will be required to ensure that the nature and extent of all existing powers and functions are 
preserved.  
 
A copy of the proclamation made on 10 May 1978 and 14 May 1980 by the Governor under the Local 
Government Act 1919 and the Local Government Act 1993 is attached (Attachment 1). 
 
Detailed statement 
It is proposed that the dissolution of the CMCC will be effected under the Local Government 1993 
whereby: 
 
(1) Pursuant to section 383 the Murray River Council seeks the approval of the Minister to dissolve 

the Central Murray County Council. 
(2)  Pursuant to sections 384-386, where the Minister for Local Government decides to proceed 

with the proposal, public notice will be given seeking representations from anyone affected by 
the proposal. The Minister will then consider all representations made and recommend a course 
of action to the Governor. 

(3)  Subject to the Minister for Local Government recommending to the Governor that the proposal 
be implemented either with or without modification and pursuant to sections 397 and 398, the 
Governor by proclamation will, among other things: 
(a)  Dissolve the Central Murray County Council, and 
(b)  Make any such other provision as necessary or convenient for giving effect to the 

proclamation. 
 
The intention is for Murray River Council, Edward River Council and Berrigan Shire Council to continue 
the Noxious Weed program and continue to be the authority within the council’s individual borders.  
All staff, assets and liabilities to be split amongst the constituent councils as per agreement.  
 
Facilitating provisions incidental to the making of an amending proclamation 
There are a range of matters of a transitional nature that need to be provided for to give effect to the 
proclamation. Set out below is a non-exhaustive list of matters that may inform the drafting of the 
facilitating provisions of the proclamation: 
 
Facilitating provisions: examples 
General Details 
 
1.  Transfer or apportionment of assets, rights and liabilities 

It is proposed that each member council be distributed with assets and staff to continue 
operations of weed control services.  
It is further proposed that the remaining assets be distributed or sold and monies be distributed 
to member councils in accordance with their contribution percentage. All Councils agree with 
this. 
 Berrigan Shire Council 33% 
 Edward River Council 36% 
 Murray River Council 31% 

 
2.  Transfer of staff 

All four full-time staff are to be transferred to the individual councils. 
 Berrigan Shire Council – 2 x full-time employees 
 Edward River Council – 2 x full-time employees 
 Murray River Council – Nil 
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The part-time General Manager position and part-time Finance/Administration Officer position 
will not continue. 
The principles of 218CA of the Local Government Act 1993 will be followed as all staff are 
currently employed in the area relevant to the individual council borders where they will 
transfer to and staff will not be disadvantaged by having to travel further to reach the new work 
depots in comparison to the CMCC depots. 
There is no redundancy for the part-time General Manager, as the General Manager is acting in 
the role as the previous General Manager’s contract was not renewed.  
There is a redundancy for the part-time Finance/Administration Officer.  
All CMCC staff are needed to provide the services for councils. Continuity of service for the staff 
under the Local Government Act 1993 will be provided by the individual councils. The provision 
of additional staff is anticipated to meet the long-term service needs for weeds. 

 
3.  Delivery or retention of records 

All records in the custody of the CMCC are to be placed in the custody of Murray River Council 
and will be managed through the Council’s records system. 
All records of the CMCC will be transferred and stored as part of the Murray River Council 
records system, including all private and personal information and records of operation will be 
kept in accordance with the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998, Health 
Records and Information Privacy Act 2002 and Government Information (Public Access) 
Act 2009. Any protections under Section 731 of the Local Government Act 1993 and Section 70 
of the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 will remain. 
All notices, instruments and contracts with landowners and the CMCC will become notices, 
instruments and contracts with Murray River Council, Edward River Council and Berrigan Shire 
Council. 

 
Facilitating provisions: examples 
Factors of Consideration under Section 263 of Local Government Act 1993 
 
Under Section 263 of the Local Government Act 1993, the Boundaries Commission is required to have 
regard to the following factors. Council addresses these factors in support of its application: 
 
(a) Financial advantages or disadvantages 

Savings will be generated through salary (no longer employing a General Manager). Further 
savings will be generated by not having to support the meetings of the CMCC and the need to 
provide for elected councillors meeting and travel expenses. 

 
(b) Community of interest and geographic cohesion 

The Berrigan Shire, Edward River and Murray River Councils’ fall within the Murray Local Land 
Service jurisdiction. The Murray Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan sets out the 
strategies for weed management actions with guiding legislation.  
All Council areas will participate in these programs. The CMCC were active contributors when 
pulling this strategy document together.  
Murray River Council has some issues with absentee landowners but the rural/urban areas have 
a more cooperative response on weed problems. The variation in natural landscapes between 
the council areas means that different weed species and density of infestations require different 
responses to the weed control program. 
All councils have the responsibility of waterways (creeks and rivers), which in itself bring another 
terrain for management and a different weed program. 
Each council will ultimately have responsibility for its own areas strategic response to weed 
problems. 
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(c) Existing historical and traditional values in the existing areas and the impact of change 
The region is predominately rural/farm land and agriculture is vitally important to the area. The 
long-term land use will not evolve significantly from current patterns. The weed issues will 
remain the same. Inspections and weed control programs will need to continue to ensure there 
is not a detrimental effect to the existing agriculture industry. 
There are pockets of growing urbanism such as the towns of Moama and Barooga. The response 
to weeds is constantly evolving and vigilant programs need to be adapted to suit the increase 
in development. 

 
(d1)  Attitude of the residents and ratepayers 

The proposal has been the subject of comment within Berrigan Shire Council and Murray River 
Council through media releases to print and social media however, no comments on the 
proposal have yet been received by the CMCC. 
Please note, no attempt has been made to seek direct public comment on the proposal or 
formally seeking comment as it was anticipated that this will be part of the formal process of 
the Minister when considering the proposal. 

 
(d2)  Elected representation for residents and ratepayers at the local level 

By placing the responsibility for noxious weeds on the individual councils, their Councillors will 
then become elected representatives for the ratepayers and residents. Under the CMCC model, 
they are represented by the two councillors per council nominated to the CMCC by the 
constituent council. 
Under the new model, residents and ratepayers will have greater access to elected 
representation than they currently have because they will be represented by all Councillors. 

 
(e1)  The impact on the ability of the councils to provide adequate, equitable and appropriate services 

and facilities 
No significant impacts are anticipated. The scale of the weeds operations is relatively minor in 
relation to the many other services provided by the councils. 

 Improved support can be provided to weed services through the greater economies of scale 
that the councils can provide for administrative and corporate support services. 

 
(e2)  Impact on the employment of the staff 

The employees can be transferred directly to the individual councils without any loss of 
entitlements and conditions.  

 
(e3)  Impact on rural communities 

No significant impact is anticipated. Field services will continue to be provided as per normal 
and the rural communities will have access to the branch offices and social media 
communication of the larger councils. 

 


