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1. OPENING MEETING 

 

2. ATTENDANCE 

 

3. LIVE STREAMING STATEMENT 
Edward River Council wishes to advise members of the public that Council Meetings will be recorded 
and will be available after each meeting on Council’s website Councils Website 
All care will be taken to maintain the privacy of those in attendance, however As a visitor in the public 
gallery, your presence may be recorded. By remaining In the public gallery, it is assumed your 
consent is given in the event your image is broadcast. This includes any filming by television cameras 
if attendance is approved by the Chief Executive Officer or Mayor. 

 

4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
The Edward River Council acknowledges and embraces the Traditional Owners of the Lands within 
the Edward River Council area - the Wamba Wamba/Perrepa Perrepa Peoples – and pay our 
respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging. The Edward River Council also recognises the 
diversity of different cultures within our community and their contribution. 

 

5. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
I have come here as a Councillor freely and without bias to: 

• Represent the views of the community in considering the matters before us today 

• To vote in a matter I consider to be in the best interest of the community 

• To observe the Code of Conduct and respect the rule of the chair and views of my fellow 
Councillors. 

6. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY COUNCILLORS 

  

file://amznfsxypidqx67.ANZ02.t1cloud.local/e666871a-caa8-4c23-ae4d-6b915706f0e2-file/data/ERC-ECM/ECM/TRANS/INCACHE/1E2/www.edwardriver.nsw.gov.au
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7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1. DRAFT MINUTES ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 19 MARCH 2024 
Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council accept the draft minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held Tuesday 19 March 2024 
as a true and correct record. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Minutes Ordinary Council Meeting 19 March 2024 



Attachment 1 - Draft Minutes for Ordinary Council Meeting 10-00 AM - Tuesday, 19 March 2024 
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7.2. DRAFT MINUTES EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 26 MARCH 2024 
Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council accept the draft minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held Tuesday 26 March 
2024 as a true and correct record. 

 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Minutes Extraordinary Council Meeting 26 March 2024 



Attachment 1 - Minutes for Extraordinary Council Meeting 18-00 PM - Tuesday, 26 March 2024 
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8. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

9. MAYORAL MINUTE(S) 

 

10. URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
NOTE: Business may be considered at a meeting of the council even though due notice of the 
business has not been given to the councillors if:  

a. a motion is passed to have the business considered at the meeting, and 

b. the business to be considered is ruled by the chairperson to be of great urgency on 
the grounds that it requires a decision by the council before the next scheduled 
ordinary meeting of the council.  

Only the mover of a motion can speak to the motion before it is put.  

A motion of dissent cannot be moved against a ruling by the chairperson. 

 

11. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

11.1. DRAFT MINUTES BLIGHTY ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 20TH 
FEBRUARY 2024 
Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive the draft minutes of the Blighty Advancement Committee meeting held 20th 
February 2024. 

BACKGROUND 
NIL 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
NIL 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Minutes Blighty Advancement Committee Meeting held 20 February 2024. 



Attachment 1 - Blighty Advancement Committee Minutes 20th February 2024 
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11.2. AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive the draft minutes of the Airport Advisory Committee meeting held Tuesday 12th 
March 2024 and note the committee's resolutions  

BACKGROUND 
NIL 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
NIL 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Minutes of the Airport Advisory Committee Tuesday 12th March 2024. 



Attachment 1 - Public Minutes for Airport Advisory Committee 18-30 PM - Tuesday 12 March 
2024(1) 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 16 APRIL 2024 

Page 28 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 16 APRIL 2024 

Page 29 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 16 APRIL 2024 

Page 30 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 16 APRIL 2024 

Page 31 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 16 APRIL 2024 

Page 32 



11.3. ROTARY PARK USER GROUP 
Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive the draft minutes of the Rotary Park User Group meeting held Wednesday 13th 
March 2024 and note the committee's resolutions. 

BACKGROUND 
NIL 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
NIL 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Minutes from Rotary Park User Group Meeting held on Wednesday 13th March 2024 



Attachment 1 - Public Minutes for Rotary Park User Group Meeting 16-00 PM - Wednesday 13 
March 2024(2) (002) 
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11.4. DRAFT MINUTES OF CONARGO HALL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Author: Executive Assistant 
 
Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive the draft minutes of the Conargo Hall Committee meeting held 27th March 
2024. 

BACKGROUND 
NIL 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
NIL 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
NIL 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Conargo Hall Committee Meeting Minutes 27th March 2024 



Attachment 1 - Conargo Hall Committee Minutes 27 March 2024 
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12. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

12.1. 2024-25 OPERATIONAL PLAN AND BUDGET 
Author: Corporate Performance & Strategy Officer 

Authoriser: Director Corporate Services 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

1. Endorse the attached draft 2024-25 Operational Plan and Budget (including Fees and 
Charges and Statement of Revenue Policy) for public exhibition, 

2. Endorse the attached draft 2024-25 to 2033-34 Long Term Financial Plan for public 
exhibition, 

3. Notes the public exhibition period will run for at least 28 days and will invite members of the 
community to make a submission on the draft documents,  

4. Notes that a community engagement program will be implemented during the exhibition 
period to enable community consultation and discussion on the draft documents, and 

5. Notes that all submissions received during the public exhibition period will be considered 
during the finalisation of the 2024-25 Operational Plan and Budget prior to its formal 
adoption before 30 June 2024. 

BACKGROUND 
As part of its obligations under the Integrated Planning & Reporting framework of the Local 
Government Act 1993, Council must prepare an annual Operational Plan and Budget that details the 
activities and actions to be undertaken by Council during the financial year to achieve its Delivery 
Program commitments.  

The draft Operational Plan and Budget must be publicly exhibited for at least 28 days, and any 
submissions received during the exhibition period must be considered by Council before the final 
Operational Plan and Budget is adopted. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
Operational Plan and Budget 

The 2024-25 Operational Plan and Budget is the final annual plan prepared by the current Council 
to support the achievement of its Delivery Program commitments prior to the local government 
elections in September 2024. 

As such, this draft Operational Plan and Budget has been prepared with a focus on finalising the 
current program of works and other commitments of the current Council.  

The Budget seeks to ensure Council's core service delivery ("business as usual") continues, 
supported by a small number of capital works programs that meet priority community needs while 
being fiscally responsible. The draft budget is delivering an operating surplus of $3.58m. Included in 
this is $5.08m of Capital income which is used to support the delivery of the capital works program 
(totalling $14.4m). When Capital Income is excluded from the Surplus / (Deficit) calculation, the 
overall result is deficit is $1.50m. This ultimately means that Council is partly reliant on Capital grants 
to deliver its asset renewal program. 

The draft Operational Plan has been prepared to align with the five Strategic Outcomes identified in 
the Edward River Community Strategic Plan, which also carry over into Council's Delivery Program. 
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It demonstrates how the principal functions of Council, and the services Council delivers, work 
towards achieving community objectives.  

During the public exhibition period, Council will seek community and other stakeholder feedback to 
ensure the proposed Plan is equitable and meets the needs and expectations of residents and 
ratepayers across the local area. A series of engagement activities will support Council to seek this 
feedback and shape the final Operational Plan and Budget, for adoption by 30 June 2024. 

Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) 

The LTFP has been compiled to show how Council will operate financially over the next ten years, 
between 2024-25 through to 2033-34 financial years. The plan builds on the key elements 
identified in the financial sustainability review adopted by Council in June 2023. It outlines the 
assumptions behind the financial data and presents an income statement, statement of financial 
performance and cashflow analysis.  
 
This years LTFP has been updated with the same scenarios used in the prior year and includes 3 
scenarios for Councils consideration, in summary: 

The Base Model (scenario one) is a planned approach to the continued delivery of services and 
provision of infrastructure based on a revenue base that does not increase the rate above the 
projected rate peg (as set by IPART) and current service charges only increasing each year by the 
projected annual CPI.  
 
The Enhanced Asset Investment Model (scenario two) includes increased investment in the 
renewal and replacement of assets to a level of investment that is expected to maintain assets at 
an acceptable level of service into the future. There is an increased investment in resealing of 
roads, in gravel re-sheeting for unsealed roads, improved stormwater drainage, increased 
replacement of kerb and gutter and the replacement of the sewerage treatment plant in Deniliquin. 
This model is funded through the introduction of a special variation in the rates increasing the 
general rate by for six consecutive years (a permanent increase) before returning to the rate peg. 
 
The Enhanced Asset Investment and Growth Model (scenario three) includes increased 
investment in the renewal and replacement of assets as per scenario two, with additional 
investment made from Councils existing cash reserves and expected grant funding to improve the 
level of service of Council assets and grow the assets to encourage population growth within the 
region. Investment in parks, open spaces, the swimming pool and other assets is expected to 
increase the liveability of the region and encourage more people to live in our region. This model is 
funded through the introduction of a special variation in the rates in scenario two. In addition, to 
fund the sewerage plant upgrade the sewerage charges are required to be increase for six 
consecutive years and then increasing by the projected annual CPI. 
 
The base model has been used as the basis for the preparation of the draft budget document. 
Over the longer term the base model does not keep up to date with asset renewal requirements, 
however, provides sufficient liquidity to re-assess priorities in the coming years if required. Future 
capital grants may also be available to support the increase in investment in renewal, but the level 
of these is unknown at this stage, and the LTFP takes a conservative approach to this. Within the 
base model, the general fund continues to make operating deficits, however, is currently partly 
being offset by surpluses in the water and sewer funds. To rectify the continued general fund 
deficit, Council may need to consider a special rate variation at some point in the future. 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
The draft 2024-25 Operational Plan and Budget supports Council to understand how its day-to-day 
activities and service provision work towards the achievement of strategic organisation and 
community objectives. The draft Long Term Financial Plan presents Councillors with the 
information required to ensure a financially sustainable vision for Council is adopted. The 10 year 
LTFP is updated annually in accordance with the current direction of Council and is the best 
estimate available at the time. It is not a 10 year budget, simply a strategic tool to guide 
responsible financial planning over the long term. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
The draft Operational Plan and Budget contribute to the achievement of all elements of the 
Community Strategic Plan: 
 
1. Shaping the Future 

1.1 Pristine natural environment 

1.2 Quality built environment 

1.3 Enhanced Active and Passive Open Spaces 

1.4 Sustainable Waste Management 

2. An open and connected community 

2.1 Transport and freight links 

2.2 Communications and technology links 

2.3 Cultural and personal links 

3. Encouraging growth through partnerships 

3.1 Education 

3.2 Economic development 

3.3 The Edward River Experience 

3.4 Health 

4. Delivering community assets and services 

4.1 Vibrant villages and towns 

4.2 Reliable Water and Sewerage 

4.3 Friendly and Supportive Customer service 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

5.2 Financially sustainable 

5.3 Professional Workplace culture 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The 2024-25 Budget component of the Operational Plan identifies Council's forecast revenue and 
expenditure for the financial year.  
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The proposed consolidated budget for 2024-25 is an operating result of a $3.5m surplus or a 
$1.5m deficit when capital grants and contributions are excluded. This is mainly due to the General 
Fund being $3.3m in deficit (excluding capital grants and contributions). This is indicative of 
Council's strong reliance on capital grants to deliver its capital renewal program. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
The development of a draft Operational Plan and Budget for public exhibition prior to final adoption 
is a requirement of the Local Government Act (section 405) and the Integrated Planning & 
Reporting Guidelines. Section 403 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that Council must 
have a long-term Resourcing Strategy for the provision of the resources required to perform its 
functions (including implementing the strategies set out in the Community Strategic Plan). 

ATTACHMENTS 
The following attachments are included in this report: 

• Draft 2024-25 Operational Plan 

• Draft 2024-25 Budget 

• Draft 2024-25 Fees and Charges 

• Draft 2024-25 Statement of Revenue Policy 

• Draft 2024-25 to 2033-34 Long Term Financial Plan 



Attachment 1 - ERC - DRAFT 2024-25 Operational Plan - for public exhibition - April 2024(1) 
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Attachment 2 - Draft 2024-25 Budget 
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Attachment 3 - Draft 2024-25 Fees and charges 
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Attachment 4 - Draft 2024-25 Statement of Revenue Policy 
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Attachment 5 - Draft 2024-25 to 2033-34 Long Term Financial Plan 
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12.2. SOUTHERN RIVERINA REGIONAL DROUGHT RESILIENCE PLAN 
Author: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

1. Endorses the draft Southern Riverina Regional Drought Resilience Plan,  

2. Places the draft Southern Riverina Regional Drought Resilience Plan on public exhibition 
for a period of 28 days, and 

3. Receives a further report regarding the draft Southern Riverina Regional Drought 
Resilience Plan at the June 2024 Council meeting. 

BACKGROUND 
Edward River Council has been working with Berrigan Shire Council, Murray River Council, 
Federation Council as well as Federal and State Government agencies to prepare a Regional 
Drought Resilience Plan. The objectives of the plan are to capture relevant information for the region, 
including how drought events impact the region, and actions that the whole community, including 
local, state and federal governments, can undertake to improve resilience. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
The final draft version of the Southern Riverina Regional Drought Resilience Plan has been provided 
to Council for review prior to being adopted. This review period will include a public consultation 
period in order to obtain feedback from the community, as well by councillors and staff through the 
councillor briefing and council meeting processes. Discussion with other partners and stakeholders 
for this project has noted that the review and consultation process will be undertaken during April 
and May, thus allowing the councils to adopt the plan at their respective June meetings. Council 
officers agree with this proposed schedule and request that Council endorses the draft plan in order 
to commence the consultation process. 

A copy of the draft Southern Riverina Regional Drought Resilience Plan is included in Attachment 1. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
Natural disasters and emergencies, such as drought, can have a large impact on the community for 
many years after the event. It is important that Council works with the community to improve its 
resilience to these events and that all stakeholders work together towards common goals. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
1. Shaping the Future 

1.1 Pristine natural environment 

1.2 Quality built environment 

2. An open and connected community 

2.1 Transport and freight links 

2.2 Communications and technology links 

2.3 Cultural and personal links 

3. Encouraging growth through partnerships 
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3.2 Economic development 

3.3 The Edward River Experience 

4. Delivering community assets and services 

4.1 Vibrant villages and towns 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no financial implications regarding the plan at this stage. Implementation of the actions 
highlighted on the plan may require funding and resources as part of future Operational Plans. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
There are no legal implications regarding this matter. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Southern Riverina Regional Drought Resilience Plan 



Attachment 1 - Draft Regional Drought Resilience Plan 
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12.3. DOMESTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT POLICY 
Author: Manager Utilities 

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council adopts the Domestic Waste Management Policy.  

BACKGROUND 
The draft Domestic Waste Management Policy was adopted for public exhibition at the February 
Ordinary Council Meeting. The document was available on the website and advertised through social 
media, the Pastoral Times and on Council's website from 23 February to 22 March 2024.  

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
Council received 5 submissions on the draft policy. Copies of these submissions, with personal 
information redacted, is included in Attachment 1 to this report. Most comments centred around the 
size and frequency of the bin collections. It is noted that this service is a big change for our 
community, but we are confident that based on the information from neighbouring Council's, Halve 
Waste and RAMJO that been providing this service for over 10 years we have a solution that best 
fits our community at this time.  

Council officers will engage with all respondents who have submitted feedback on the draft policy to 
address their concerns. It is advised that significant alterations to the policy not be implemented at 
this time.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
The implementation of the 3 bin system is consistent with Council's Waste Strategy. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
1. Shaping the Future 

1.1 Pristine natural environment 

1.2 Quality built environment 

1.4 Sustainable Waste Management 

4. Delivering community assets and services 

4.1 Vibrant villages and towns 

4.3 Friendly and Supportive Customer service 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no financial implications regarding this matter. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
This policy is in line with the requirements of the Local Government Act and relevant Council policies 
and business practices. 

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1 - Submissions 
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Attachment 2 - Draft Domestic Waste Management Policy.  



Attachment 1 - Submissions 
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Attachment 2 - ECM_300042_v1_ECM_291261_v4_Draft Domestic Waste Management Policy 
(002) 
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12.4. POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT - RAMJO 
Author: Manager Facilities and Open Spaces 

Authoriser: Acting Director Infrastructure 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council delegate the authority to execute the contracts for the supply of electricity for large 
market sites and streetlighting to the Acting Chief Executive Officer, subject to a successful tendering 
process by the Hunter Joint Organisation. 

BACKGROUND 
The Climate Change (Net Zero Future) Act sets a clear path for NSW emissions reduction targets 
to 2050. This includes the primary targets: 50% emissions reductions on 2005 levels by 2030 70% 
emissions reductions on 2005 levels by 2035 and Net zero by 2050. Procuring renewable energy 
via a Power Purchasing Agreement (PPA) is the best way for councils to reduce emissions in the 
short term in line with council targets and State Government legislation.  

Hunter Joint Organisation (Hunter JO), with support from Mid North Coast Joint Organisation 
(MNCJO), is facilitating a renewable energy PPA tender process for regional councils across NSW 
with electricity contracts expiring in 2024 or 2025. 

Eleven councils have joined the Powering Tomorrow: Regional Councils NSW PPA (Regional 
Councils PPA) buyer’s group as of 23 February 2024, with more joining in February and early 
March 2024. 

Procuring electricity collaboratively through a PPA offers many benefits to councils. A PPA 
combines sustainability outcomes and financial risk management. A PPA buyer’s group share 
resources, workload, and up-front consultant fees that can otherwise be a barrier for individual 
councils. Groups also bring increased scale, leveraging collective buying power for a better deal. 
Further, the long-term nature of a PPA protects councils against the risk of price fluctuations in the 
electricity market, providing budget certainty and resilience. Several of the participating councils 
have endorsed net zero targets. This PPA is a simple and affordable way for participating councils 
to significantly reduce their emissions. 

Specialised advice is essential for delivering a successful PPA. An experienced team of advisors 
has been selected to support councils during the procurement process, including a technical 
energy advisor, procurement advisor, probity advisor and legal advisor. The tendering process will 
comply with the NSW Local Government Act 1993, Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
and procurement regulatory framework, as well as probity principles. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
Edward River Council is the only council of 13 participants that have not delegated their Chief 
Executive Officer or General Manager for short validation pricing, contract signing. As impending 
Council elections and Council entering into care-taker mode, Edward River Council is at risk of not 
being able to make the short timeframes to call an extraordinary meeting to make decisions. 
Financial implications of missing decision deadlines (as attached).  

PPA ensures better price bargaining, towards Net Zero targets. Further details regarding financial 
impacts of the PPA are included in Attachment 2. 
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Request for Tender Stage  Status  Timelines  
Stage 1: Request for Tender 
– Qualification Stage  

Open  Open 15 March  

Close 12pm 8 April  

Stage 2: Request for Tender 
– Additional information to 
qualified Tenderers  

Not released  Open 9 April  

Close 19 April  

Stage 3: Request for Tender 
– Final energy mix and 
pricing clarifications  

Not released  Market dependent (estimated 
w/c 29 April)  

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
The PPA aligns with Council's strategic objectives of reducing its carbon emissions through electricity 
usage into the future. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
1. Shaping the Future 

1.1 Pristine natural environment 

1.2 Quality built environment 

5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

5.2 Financially sustainable 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The PPA could have financial implications with reduced negotiating power for lower electricity pricing 
on Large site and Street Lighting sites. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
Procurement under the PPA is consistent with the Local Government Act and Regulations. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. PPA Timelines 

2. Information regarding Budget Impact of PPA Agreement 



Attachment 1 - 20240313_Regional Councils PPA_Timelines 
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Attachment 2 - Budget Impact Tool 
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12.5. MAJOR PROJECTS UPDATE - MARCH 2024 
Author: Projects Coordinator  

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive and note the Major Projects Program - Progress Report for March 2024. 

BACKGROUND 
A breakdown of current funding and active projects is as follows: 

 

Government Funding 
Body 

(does not include 
Council contribution) 

Project Funding Received 
(excl) 

Funding Remaining 
(excl) 

NSW Showground 
Stimulus Funding 

Demolition & 
Construction of 
amenities 

Extension of 
Clubrooms - DNA 

Roadway & 
Carparking Eastern 
Side 

Sealed Access Roads, 
Carpark and Kerb and 
Gutter 

$1,500,703 $244,451 

Stronger Country 
Communities Fund - 
R5 

Peppin Heritage 
Centre - Masterplan 
Implementation 

Town Hall 
Revitalisation 

$939,885 $930,170 

Local Roads and 
Community 
Infrastructure - R3 

Saleyards 
Refurbishment 

$426,340 $352,712 

Local Roads and 
Community 
Infrastructure - R4 

Part A - Lighting 
Deniliquin and Blighty 
Rec Reserves  

Part A - Band hall 
refurbishment 

Part B - Hardinge 
Street K&G 

$1,518,748 $918,748 

Office of Local 
Government 

Flood Recovery - 
Essential Public 
Assets 

$1,000,000 $10,810 
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Government Funding 
Body 

(does not include 
Council contribution) 

Project Funding Received 
(excl) 

Funding Remaining 
(excl) 

Department of 
Planning & 
Environment 

Edward River Skate 
Park Development 

$500,000 $478,876 

Fixing Country Roads Pretty Pine Road 
Widening 

$1,736,972 $1,522,809 

Regional Emergency 
Road Repair Fund 

Road Network Repair  

Pretty Pine Road 
Widening 

$7,001,855 $5,212,499 

Essential Public Asset 
Reconstruction (DFRA 
- TfNSW Administer) 

Road Network Repair $11,535,909 $7,863,017 

 

Total project budget, actuals, and balance is attached. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
Project Updates 

DNA Clubrooms 

 

Project Description Extension of DNA Clubrooms (managed by 
the DNA and Cricket Club committees) 

Funding SCCF R4 (Deniliquin Cricket Club) and NSW 
Showground Stimulus  

Timing Anticipated completion June 2024 

% Complete 70% 

Update Fit out is currently being undertaken. 
 

Lighting Deniliquin and Blighty Reserves 

 

Project Description Provide improved lighting to sporting 
grounds - Hardinge St Oval, Blighty Oval and 
Memorial Park 

Funding SCCF R4 & LRCI R4 

Timing Anticipated completion April 24 

% Complete 90% 

Update All lighting has been installed at Memorial Park, 
Blighty and Hardinge Street ovals. Clean-up will 
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Project Description Provide improved lighting to sporting 
grounds - Hardinge St Oval, Blighty Oval and 
Memorial Park 
continue in early April, with project completion 
by mid-April 24. 

 

Edward River Village 

 

Project Description Stage 1 - Construction of 6 dwellings 
Funding MDBEDF - Funding component is now complete 

Timing  Multi Year Project 

%Complete 95% 

Update Units 3, 4 and 5 are complete with unit 6 
anticipated completion mid-April 2024. 

 

Edward River Skate Park 

 

Project Description Development of new Skate Park 
Funding Department of Planning and Environment 

Timing Due for completion June 2024 

% Complete 4% 

Update Earthworks have commenced and bowls are 
being formed up in preparation for concreting. 

 

Road Network Repair - Flood Recovery 

 

Project Description Damage repairs throughout the road network 
due to Flooding 

Funding Regional & Local Road Repair Program and 
Regional Emergency Road Repair Funds 
(RLRRP, RERRF) 

Timing Due for Completion Oct 2027 

% Complete 26% 

Update Works are complete on a section of Stud Park 
Road, Millears Road and Maude Road. Works 
are currently being undertaken on Carrathool, 
Tocumwal, Moonee Swamp and Blighty Hall 
Roads. 
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Project Description Damage repairs throughout the road network 
due to flooding 

Funding Essential Public Asset Reconstruction (EPAR) 

Timing Due for Completion June 2024 

%Complete 32% 

Update Three crews are currently working across Pretty 
Pine Road and various unsealed roads across 
the north-east of the LGA. 

 

Peppin Heritage Centre - Masterplan Implementation 

 

Project Description To activate the masterplan implementation 
for the Peppin Heritage Centre - Museum 
Upgrade 

Funding Strong Country Communities - R5 

Timing Due for completion January 2026 

% Complete 1% 

Update New floorboards in the Museum and School 
room are currently being laid and due to be 
complete mid-April 2024. Works can then 
commence on the curatorial of the new 
museum. 

 

Pretty Pine Road Widening 

 

Project Description Pretty Road widening from 6.1m seal to an 
11m formation with an 8m seal. 

CH58.75 to CH66.55km 
Funding Fixing Country Roads R6, BLOCK and RERRF 

Timing  Multi Year 

% Complete 0% 

Update Council is waiting on the executed Fixing 
Country Roads agreement to be returned. 

Contract has been awarded to BiLD 
Infrastructure and work is expected to 
commence in early April 2024. 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
4. Delivering community assets and services 
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4.1 Vibrant villages and towns 

4.2 Reliable Water and Sewerage 

4.3 Friendly and Supportive Customer service 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Projects funded through these programs include costs for the design, documentation, and 
supervision costs for each project. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
Council must ensure that these projects are completed within the timeframes set out within the 
funding agreements. 

ATTACHMENTS 



Attachment 1 - Report - Mar24 

 



12.6. INVESTMENT REPORT - MARCH 2024 
Author: Financial Accountant 

Authoriser: Chief Financial Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council 

1. Note and receive the March 2024 report on Investments totalling $37,748,230 
inclusive of cash at bank for day-to-day operations. 

2. Note that actual interest earned in the month of March 2024 was $116,606. 

3. Note that total interest earned for the year to 31 March 2024 is $1,216,544. 

4. Note the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer and adopt the Investment 
Report. 

BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this report is to update Council on the investment of surplus funds and performance 
of Council’s investment portfolio for the month to 31 March 2024 as required by Regulation No 264 
(Part 19) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

As at 31 March 2024, Council had a total of $37,748,230 in invested funds. Interest earned from 
investments during the month of March 2024 was $116,606. 

Included in this report are the following items:  

• Council’s Investments as at 31 March 2024 

• Restrictions Applying to Investment Funds 

• Investment Portfolio Performance  

• Investment Commentary 

• Monthly Report from Imperium Markets 

• Certification by the Responsible Accounting Officer  

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
Council’s Investments as at 31 March 2024 

As at 31 March 2024, Council had a total of $37,748,230 in term deposits and cash at bank exclusive 
of unpresented receipts or cheques.  

The total investments balance has seen a reduction this financial year as Council has been 
successfully completing capital projects. This also includes seasonal fluctuations from month to 
month in line with Council’s cashflow requirements. 
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Council’s funds were invested with A1+, A1 and A2 rated Authorised Deposit Institutions (ADI’s). 

 
 
Summary of cash at bank from day-to-day operations 

 
Restrictions applying to Investment Funds 
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The following restrictions applied to the cash and investments balance: 

 
 
Investment Portfolio Performance 
Total interest earned from investments during the month of March 2024 was $116,606, compared to 
the original monthly budget of $135,077. 

 
 
As at 31 March 2024, Council’s weighted average interest rate was 4.42%, which was 0.23% 
above the Bloomberg AusBond Bank Bill Index implied one-year return of 4.19%. Total interest 
earned for the year to 31 March 2024 was $1,216,544 compared to the budget of $1,215,693 and 
previous year total of $578,005. 

Council engaged Imperium Markets Pty Ltd to provide ongoing investment advisory services from 
May 2021 as per recommendation from Audit Risk and Improvement Committee (resolution 
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ARIC/2021/7). As part of this service, Imperium provides, among other services, a monthly 
investment review report for Council which council uses to inform investment decisions. A copy of 
the report is attached in this report as Attachment 2 - Investment Review March 2024 - Arlo 
Advisory. Council continues to obtain financial benefits through accessing better rates through the 
Imperium Investment platform as well as efficiency savings in the investment process.  
 
Investment Commentary 

As at 31 March 2024, all investments were within the defined Investment Policy limits. Council’s 
investment portfolio consisted of term deposits (89%) and cash at bank/ on call (11%). 

The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) has not changed the official cash rate since November 2023 
with the cash rate still at 4.35%. The deposit market has factored in the rate movements in recent 
months. The higher rates provide opportunities for Council to obtain progressively higher rates on 
investments as the current ones mature. To mitigate the re-investment risk of current decreasing 
interest rate forecasts, Council is following on the advice from Arlo Advisory, to invest in term 
deposits with maturities 1 year to 2 years and a potential longer-term strategy of 2 - 5 years, taking 
into consideration council’s cashflow needs. This will allow council to take advantage of the 
relatively higher returns currently on the market for these investments as compared to short term 
ones.  
 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
Investments have been made in accordance with Council’s investment policy which was adopted 
on 19 April 2022. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 
5.2 Financially sustainable 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Under Council’s Investment policy, investments are made with a range of ADI’s, with Council funds 
invested with a single institution not going above a percentage of the total portfolio as follows: 

 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
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Local Government Act 1993 625 How may councils invest 

• A council may invest money that is not, for 
the time being, required by the council for 
any other purpose. 

• Money may be invested only in a form of 
investment notified by order of the Minister 
published in the Gazette. 

Editorial note— 

See Gazettes No 152 of 24.11.2000, p 12041; 
No 94 of 29.7.2005, p 3977; No 97 of 
15.8.2008, p 7638 and No 160 of 24.12.2008, 
p 13140. 

(3)An order of the Minister notifying a form of 
investment for the purposes of this section 
must  

not be made without the approval of the 
Treasurer. 

(4)The acquisition, in accordance with 
section 358, of a controlling interest in a 
corporation or an entity within the meaning 
of that section is not an investment for the 
purposes of this section. 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 212 Reports on council investments 

(1) The responsible accounting officer of a 
council— 

(a) must provide the council with a written 
report (setting out details of all money that the 
council has invested under section 625 of the 
Act) to be presented— 

i) if only one ordinary meeting of the council is 
held in a month, at that meeting, or 

(ii) if more than one such meeting is held in a 
month, at whichever of those meetings the 
council by resolution determines, and 

(b) must include in the report a certificate as to 
whether or not the investment has been made 
in accordance with the Act, the regulations and 
the council’s investment policies. 

(2) The report must be made up to the last day 
of the month immediately preceding the 
meeting. 

Note— 
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Local Government Act 1993 625 How may councils invest 

• A council may invest money that is not, for 
the time being, required by the council for 
any other purpose. 

• Money may be invested only in a form of 
investment notified by order of the Minister 
published in the Gazette. 

Editorial note— 

See Gazettes No 152 of 24.11.2000, p 12041; 
No 94 of 29.7.2005, p 3977; No 97 of 
15.8.2008, p 7638 and No 160 of 24.12.2008, 
p 13140. 

(3)An order of the Minister notifying a form of 
investment for the purposes of this section 
must  

not be made without the approval of the 
Treasurer. 

(4)The acquisition, in accordance with 
section 358, of a controlling interest in a 
corporation or an entity within the meaning 
of that section is not an investment for the 
purposes of this section. 
Section 625 of the Act specifies the way in 
which a council may invest its surplus funds. 

 

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer  
 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the Investment Report Attachment have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy.  
 
 
Belinda Langlands 
Responsible Accounting Officer  

ATTACHMENTS 



Attachment 1 - Schedule of Investments March 2024 
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Attachment 2 - Investment Review March 2024 - Arlo Advisory 
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12.7. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT MARCH 2024 
Author: Manager Development Services 

Authoriser: Director Infrastructure 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive and note the March 2024 Development Services Report 

BACKGROUND 
The Development Services Reports for March 2024 is included in Attachment 1. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
There are no items noted for discussion within the report. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
There are no specific implications within the report. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
1. Shaping the Future 

1.2 Quality built environment 

1.3 Enhanced Active and Passive Open Spaces 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no matters in this report that have specific financial implications. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
The activities and applications detailed in the report are governed by Legislative requirements. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Monthly Reports 



Attachment 1 - 3 Environment Report March 2024 
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12.8. RESOLUTIONS OF COUNCIL 
Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council note the information in the Resolutions of Council as at 12 April 2024 

BACKGROUND 
The attached report details the status of open Resolutions of Council. 

Total Resolutions of Council for the 2022/2023 Financial Year - 230 

Total Closed Resolutions of Council for the 2022/2023 Financial Year - 228 

Total Resolutions of Council for the 2023/2024 Financial Year - 165 

Total Closed Resolutions of Council for the 2023/2024 Financial Year - 154 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
Monthly report to update Councillors and community members on the progress of Council 
Resolutions. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
As outlined in the status updates. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Council meeting resolutions as at 12 April 2024 



Attachment 1 - Council meeting resolutions at 12 April 2024 
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12.9. MAYOR, COUNCILLOR, CEO MEETINGS MARCH 2024 
Author: Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council 

1. Note meetings attended on behalf of Council by the Mayor, Councillors and Chief Executive 
Officer/Acting Chief Executive Officer during the month of March 2024. 

2. Continue to advise the Chief Executive Officers' Executive Assistant of their meeting diaries 
and activities attended. 

BACKGROUND 
The report details meetings undertaken on behalf of Council by the Mayor, Councillors and the Chief 
Executive Officer/Acting Chief Executive Officer during March 2024. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
 

Date  Participants Meeting 
4 March 2024 Mayor, Chief Executive Officer Saltbush Windfarm General 

Meeting 

5 March 2024 Cr Harold Clapham, Cr 
Shannon Sampson, Chief 
Executive Officer.  

In attendance: Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor, Cr Shirlee Burge, 
Director Corporate Services, 
Executive Assistant. 

Growth Strategy Project 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

8 March 2024 Mayor Coffee with a Cop 

8 March 2024 Mayor, Cr Linda Fawns International Women's Day 

9 March 2024 Mayor, Cr Linda Fawns Play on the Plains Festival 

11 March 2024 Mayor Meeting with Mayor of Hay 
Shire, Carol Oataway 

12 March 2024 Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cr Linda 
Fawns, Chief Executive Officer, 
Via Teams Cr Tarria Moore. 

In attendance: Cr Shirlee Burge 

Edward River Village 
Committee meeting 

12 March 2024 Mayor Country Mayors Virtual Meeting 

12 March 2024 Mayor, Cr Linda Fawns Airport Users Group Meeting 

13 March 2024 Cr Shirlee Burge Rotary Park User Group 
Meeting 

14 March 2024 Cr Linda Fawns Aboriginal Liaison Committee 
Meeting 
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Date  Participants Meeting 
14 March 2024 Chief Executive Officer NSW SES - Central Murray 

Cluster Awards Presentation 
Evening 

15 March 2024 Mayor Seniors Week Movie Event - 
The Book Club - The Next 
Chapter 

18 March 2024 Mayor RAMJO Water Sub-Committee 
Meeting 

19 March 2024 Cr Shirlee Burge Deni Business Chamber - 
Coffee With Chamber 

19 March 2024 Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cr 
Linda Fawns, Cr Shirlee 
Burge, Cr Pat Fogarty, Cr 
Shannon Sampson, 

Chief Executive Officer 

NSW Telco Authority - 
Additional information on 
Critical Communications 
Enhancement Program 

20 March 2024 Mayor, Cr Tarria Moore, Cr 
Linda Fawns, Cr Shannon 
Sampson, Real Estate 
Representative, Acting Chief 
Executive Officer 

Via Teams: Deputy Mayor 

In attendance: Cr Shirlee 
Burge, Executive Assistant 

Edward River Village 
Committee Meeting 

21 March 2024 Acting Chief Executive Officer 

In attendance: Cr Linda Fawns 
via Teams 

Saleyards Advisory Committee 
Meeting 

27 March 2024 Cr Harold Clapham,  

In attendance: Cr Shirlee 
Burge, 

Growth Strategy Project 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

27 March 2024 Deputy Mayor Australian Red Cross Rediplan 
Workshop Wanganella Hall 

28 March 2024 Acting Chief Executive Officer Mid Murray Zone Liaison 
Committee Meeting 

28 March 2024 Cr Linda Fawns, Cr Shirlee 
Burge 

Rotary Easter Art Exhibition 
Opening 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5. Accountable leadership and responsive administration 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA TUESDAY, 16 APRIL 2024 

Page 355 

5.1 Collaborative and Engaged 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

ATTACHMENTS 
Nil 

 

 

13. NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

 

14. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

 

15. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

 

16. CLOSE OF MEETING 
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