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1 OPENING MEETING 

2 LIVE STREAMING STATEMENT  

Edward River Council wishes to advise members of the public that Council 

Meetings will be recorded and will be available after each meeting on 

Council’s website www.edwardriver.nsw.gov.au. 

 All care will be taken to maintain the privacy of those in attendance, however 

As a visitor in the public gallery, your presence may be recorded. By remaining 

In the public gallery, it is assumed your consent is given in the event your image 

is broadcast.  This includes any filming by television cameras if attendance is 

approved by the General Manager or Mayor. 

3 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

4 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 

5 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 
COUNCILLORS  

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Ordinary Council Meeting - 20 May 2021 

http://www.edwardriver.nsw.gov.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

 

Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

20 May 2021  
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MINUTES OF EDWARD RIVER COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE RFS BUILDING, MACKNIGHT DRIVE, DENILIQUIN 
ON THURSDAY, 20 MAY 2021 AT 9.00AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Norm Brennan (Mayor), Cr Pat Fogarty (Deputy Mayor), Cr Marg Bull, Cr 
Ashley Hall, Cr Norm McAllister, Cr Peter McCrabb, Cr Mac Wallace 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Phil Stone (General Manager), Mark Dalzell (Director Infrastructure), Amanda 
Barber (Manager Finance), Cassie Harkin (Executive Assistant Infrastructure) 
Tiffany Carroll (Communications Advisor),Belinda Perrett (Executive Assistant) 

GALLERY: One 

1 OPENING MEETING 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

I would like to acknowledge that we are here today on the land of the Wamba Wamba Perrepa 
Perrepa people. I would also like to acknowledge and pay my respects to past Aboriginal Elders, 
the present Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who reside within this area, and their 
future generations. 

3 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

I have come here as a Councillor freely and without bias to: 

• Represent the views of the community in considering the matters before us today 

• To vote in a matter I consider to be in the best interest of the community 

• To observe the Code of Conduct and respect the rule of the chair and views of my fellow 

Councillors. 

4 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 
COUNCILLORS   

APOLOGY 

RESOLUTION  2021/47  

Moved: Cr Peter McCrabb 
Seconded: Cr Norm McAllister 

 

That the apology received from Cr Peta Betts and Cr Nick Metcalfe be accepted and leave of 
absence granted. 

CARRIED 
 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

RESOLUTION  2021/48  

Moved: Cr Mac Wallace 
Seconded: Cr Marg Bull 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 15 April 2021 be confirmed. 

CARRIED 
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6 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS    

Cr Marg Bull declared a Non-Pecuniary – Less than significant in relation to item 10.5 Combined 
Delivery Program & Operational Plan. 

7 MAYORAL MINUTE(S) 

That the matter of item 10.5 Adoption of Combined Delivery Program 2018-22 and Operational 
Plan 2021-2022 be discussed as the final general business agenda item. 

8 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Nil  

9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

10.1 MAYOR, COUNCILLORS AND GENERAL MANAGER MEETINGS 

RESOLUTION  2021/49  

Moved: Cr Pat Fogarty 
Seconded: Cr Mac Wallace 

That Council note the Mayor, Councillors and General Manager meetings attended during the 
month of April 2021, undertaken either remotely, or adhering to COVID-19 distancing regulations. 

CARRIED 

 

10.2 RESOLUTIONS OF COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION  2021/50  

Moved: Cr Peter McCrabb 
Seconded: Cr Norm McAllister 

That Council note the information in the Resolutions of Council as at 6 May 2021. 

CARRIED 

 

10.3 INVESTMENT & RESERVES REPORT APRIL 2021 

RESOLUTION  2021/51  

Moved: Cr Peter McCrabb 
Seconded: Cr Mac Wallace 

That That Council: 

1. Note and receive the April 2021 report on Investments totalling $44,075,642 inclusive of cash 
at bank for day-to-day operations. 

2. Note that actual interest received for the month of April 2021 was $27,905. 
3. Note that accrued interest earned to 30 April 2021 but not yet received was $131,429. 
4. Note the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer and adopt the Investment Report 

.CARRIED 
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10.4 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT - MARCH 2021 

RESOLUTION  2021/52  

Moved: Cr Norm McAllister 
Seconded: Cr Marg Bull 

That Council 

1) Receive the 31 March 2021 financial review of the 2020/21 Operational Plan as adopted at 
the Council Meeting in June 2020 

2) Approve the budget variations as detailed in this report. If all these variations are approved 
Council will have a surplus of $5,858,000, and after removing Capital Grants a deficit of 
$564,000. 

CARRIED 

 
Amanda Barber, Finance Manager left the Chambers at 9.28am. 
 

 

10.6 COMBINED DELIVERY PROGRAM 2018-2021 AND OPERATIONAL PLAN 2020-2021 
QUARTERLY MARCH 2021 PROGRESS REPORT 

RESOLUTION  2021/53  

Moved: Cr Norm McAllister 
Seconded: Cr Peter McCrabb 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the Combined Delivery Program 2018-2021 and Operational Plan 2020-
2021 Quarterly March 2021 Progress Report, contained at Attachment 1. 

CARRIED 

 

10.7 STRATEGIC REVIEW OF COMMITTEES - DRAFT LICENCE AGREEMENT 

RESOLUTION  2021/54  

Moved: Cr Norm McAllister 
Seconded: Cr Pat Fogarty 

That Council adopt the Draft Licence Agreement for the Deniliquin Community Gardens as at 
Attachment 1 which, as part of the Strategic Review of Committee Framework and Community 
Facility Model Report, is to become Incorporated. 

CARRIED 

 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 20 MAY 2021 

 

Page 10 

10.8 FRAUD AND CORRUPTION PREVENTION POLICY 

RESOLUTION  2021/55  

Moved: Cr Peter McCrabb 
Seconded: Cr Mac Wallace 

That Council 

1. Rescind the Fraud and Corruption Policy adopted 15 November 2018 

2. Adopt the updated Draft Fraud and Corruption Policy  

CARRIED 

 

10.9 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT 

RESOLUTION  2021/56  

Moved: Cr Peter McCrabb 
Seconded: Cr Marg Bull 

That Council note the Environmental Services report for April 2021 

CARRIED 

 

10.10 NORTH DEPOT REFURBISHMENT 

RESOLUTION  2021/57  

Moved: Cr Mac Wallace 
Seconded: Cr Pat Fogarty 

That Council allocate $150,000 from the sale of the South Depot to the redevelopment of the North 
Depot. 

CARRIED 

 

10.11 OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT UPDATE 

RESOLUTION  2021/58  

Moved: Cr Mac Wallace 
Seconded: Cr Pat Fogarty 

That Council receive and note the May 2021 Operations Department Update. 

CARRIED 

9.53am  Cr McAllister left the Chambers and returned at 9.55am. 
9.57am  Director Corporate Services left the Chambers and returned at 10.01am 
10.00am  Manager Finance returned to the Chambers. 
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10.12 CAPITAL WORKS UPDATE - QUARTER 3 

RESOLUTION  2021/59  

Moved: Cr Peter McCrabb 
Seconded: Cr Marg Bull 

That Council notes the final Capital Works update for the 2020/21 financial year.  

CARRIED 

 

10.13 MAJOR PROJECTS PROGRAM - MAY 2021 - PROGRESS REPORT 

RESOLUTION  2021/60  

Moved: Cr Pat Fogarty 
Seconded: Cr Marg Bull 

That Council note the Major Projects Program from various funding sources - Progress 
Report for April 2021. 

CARRIED 

 

10.14 RECISSION OF COUNCIL RESOLUTION - 2021/41 ATTENDANCE AT ALGA 
REGIONAL FORUM NGA21 

RESOLUTION  2021/61  

Moved: Cr Norm McAllister 
Seconded: Cr Pat Fogarty 

That Council rescinds Motion 2021/41 Australian Local Government Association Regional Forum 
2021 “Working Together for our Communities NGA21” 

CARRIED 

10.10AM COUNCIL ADJORNED. 

10.21AM COUNCIL RESUMED STANDING ORDERS  

 

10.5     ADOPTION OF COMBINED DELIVERY PROGRAM 2018-2022 AND OPERATIONAL    

            PLAN 2021-2022 

RESOLUTION  2021/62  

Moved:      Cr Norm McAllister 

Seconded: Cr Ashley Hall 

That Council 

1. Note that action 5.3.4.4 has been added to the Operational Plan 2021-2022 to bring Council 
to a more sustainable pathway over time. 

2. Receive and note submission(s) received from Mr. Colin Bull, Ms. Deb Stockton, Mr. Clint 
Free (Deniliquin Rams – Football Netball Club) and Mr. Colin McCrabb on the draft combined 
Delivery Program 2018-2022 and Operational Plan 2021-2022, contained at Attachment 1. 
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3. Acknowledge and thank Mr. Colin Bull, Ms. Deb Stockton, Mr. Clint Free and Mr. Colin 
McCrabb for their submission(s) and request the General Manager respond to the 
submission(s) in accordance with this resolution.  

4. In response to submission 1 from Mr. Colin Bull, approve a gravel resheeting project to be 
undertaken along Carrathool Road and Mabins Well Road in the 2021-2022 financial year 
under the road resheet program, and note that a response will be sent to the submitter 
accordingly.  

5. In response to submission 2 from Ms. Deb Stockton, the Billabong Estate, acknowledge –
that work Council would undertake on a private road network will be Private Works in line 
with the Private Works policy, and note that a response will be sent to the submitter 
accordingly. 

6. In response to submission 3 from Mr. Clint Free, note that Council staff have commenced 
working in partnership with Deni Rams, following the opening of the clubrooms, regarding a 
strategic plan for the facility and are available to assist with in-kind funding support, and note 
that a response will be sent to the submitter accordingly.  

7. In response to submission 4 from Mr. Colin McCrabb, Capital works for Wanganella-
Moulamein Road have been considered and they have been included in the 2021-2022 
financial year under both the road reseal and resheet program, and note that a response will 
be sent to the submitter accordingly.  

8. In accordance with sections 533, 534, 535 and 536 of the Local Government Act 1993, make 
and levy the following rates and annual charges for the 2021/2022 year: 

a) In relation to Ordinary Rates, Council apply the 2.0 per cent rate increase as determined 
by the Independent Pricing and Remuneration Tribunal. 

b) In relation to Ordinary Rates, Council recoup $194,000 (the postponed 2.6% Rate peg 
cap for the 2020-2021 rating year) due to ERC COVID-19 Economic and Resilience 
Response.  

c) Pursuant to section 494 of the Local Government Act 1993, make and levy the following 
Ordinary Rates for the year 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022: 

 

Category and Subcategory 
Ad Valorem  

Rate 
Minimum  
Charge 

Base  
Amount 

Base  
Amount 

      % 

Business Other 0.00312150 $        470.00 
  

Business Deniliquin 0.02522206 $        540.00 
  

Farmland Dry 0.00230000 
 

$     550.00 28.60% 

Farmland Irrigable 0.00385500 
 

$     550.00 15.70% 

Business Lots (Mixed 
Development) 0.02950000 

   
Residential Lots (Mixed 
Development) 0.01460900 

 
$     355.00 25.30% 

Residential Deniliquin Other 0.00724000 
 

$     434.00 31.20% 

Residential Other 0.00697190 
 

$     185.00 36.90% 

Residential Deniliquin 0.01023104 
 

$     434.00 41.30% 

 

d) In relation to water supply charges and pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, make and levy the following charges on all consumers connected 
to, or capable of being connected to, the Edward River water supply systems for water 
supply for the year 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022: 
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Description $ Unit 

Residential - Filtered Water   

Access Charge $374.00 Per annum 

Usage charge 0-800K $1.03/ kl Per kilolitre 

Usage charge >-800K $1.46/ kl Per kilolitre 

Residential – Raw Water   

Access Charge $188.00 Per annum 

Usage Charge $0.76/kl Per kilolitre 

Residential - Non-Potable Water   

Access Charge (Conargo, Wanganella, Booroorban) $106.00 Per annum 

Connection Charge to main supply (Conargo, Wanganella, 
Booroorban) 

$337.00 Per annum 

Usage Charge (Conargo, Wanganella, Booroorban) $0.73/kl Per kilolitre 

Non-Residential - Filtered and raw water    

Access Charge -20mm connection size $312.00 Per annum 

Access Charge-25mm connection size $506.00 Per annum 

Access Charge-32mm connection size $651.00 Per annum 

Access Charge-40mm connection size $832.00 Per annum 

Access Charge-50mm connection size $1,057.00 Per annum 

Access Charge-80mm connection size $2,055.00 Per annum 

Access Charge-100mm connection size $2,318.00 Per annum 

Raw Water Usage Charge $0.76/kl Per kilolitre 

Raw Water Usage Charge – Community Land $0.05/kl Per kilolitre 

Filtered Water Usage Charge $1.46/ kl Per kilolitre 

 

e) In relation to sewerage service charges and pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the 
Local Government Act 1993, make and levy the following rates and charges on all 
residential and non-residential consumers connected to, or capable of being connected 
to, the Edward River sewer system services for the year 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022: 

Description $ Unit 

Sewer Access Charges     

Residential Sewer Unconnected Charge $452.00 Per annum 

Residential Sewer Connected Charge $902.00 Per annum 

Non-Residential Unconnected Charge $452.00 Per annum 

Non-Residential Connected Charge $902.00 Per annum 

Non-Residential Volume Charge $1.56/kl Based on % 
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f) In relation to stormwater management services and pursuant to section 496A of the Local 
Government Act 1993, make and levy the following annual charge on residential, 
business and industrial lots with impervious surfaces for stormwater management 
services for the year 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022: 

Description $ Unit 

Residential property $25.00 Per annum Per 
Occupancy 

Residential strata property $12.50 Per annum Per 
occupancy 

Business property $25.00 Per annum Per 
occupancy 

Business strata property (apportioned by unit entitlement 
for business strata lot with a minimum charge of $5 per 
unit entitlement per annum) 

$5.00 Per annum Per 
occupancy 

g) In relation to domestic waste management service charges and pursuant to sections 496, 
501, 503(2) and 504 of the Local Government Act 1993, make and levy the following 
annual charge for the provision of waste management collection services on each of the 
rateable properties for the year 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022: 

Description $ Unit 

Residential and Non-residential - Domestic Waste Charge  $374.00 Per Annum Per 
Property 

Residential and Non-residential - Vacant Land Domestic 
Waste Charge  

$95.50 Per Annum 

Residential and Non-residential - Additional Bin Collected  $374.00 Per Annum Per 
Property 

h) In relation to liquid trade waste charges and pursuant to section 501 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, make and levy the following annual fixed and usage charges for 
all liquid waste other than sewerage of a domestic nature on three categories (based on 
the level of impact discharges have on Edward River sewerage system) for the year 1 
July 2021 to 30 June 2022: 

Liquid Trade Waste Fixed Charges 

Application Fees     

Description $ Unit 

Category 1  $120.00 Per application 

Category 2  $234.00 Per application 

Category 3  $349.00 Per application 

Annual Fees     

Description $ Unit 

Category 1 Discharger $120.00 Per annum 

Category 2 and 2S Discharger $120.00 Per annum 

Category 3 Discharger $120.00 Per annum 

Industrial Discharger $120.00     Per annum 

Pre-Inspection Fee $120.00 Per inspection 

Liquid Trade Waste Usage Charges 
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Description $ Unit 

Category 1 Discharger with appropriate equipment $0.00 Per kilolitre 

Category 1 Discharger without appropriate pre-treatment $1.81 Per kilolitre 

Category 2 Discharger with appropriate equipment $1.81 Per kilolitre 

Category 2 Discharger without appropriate pre-treatment $16.70 Per kilolitre 

Non-Compliant Category 3 Discharger To be 
Calculated 

Per kilolitre 

(Ph coefficient 0.38 to be calculated with equation 3 in liquid 
Trade waste policy) (refer to equation 4 & 5 in Trade Waste 
policy for other parameters) 

Excess Mass Charges:     

Food Waste $23.43 Per kilogram 

Aluminum $0.83 Per kilogram 

Ammonia $2.47 Per kilogram 

Arsenic $83.31 Per kilogram 

Barium $41.66 Per kilogram 

Biochemical Oxygen demand - Up to 600mg/L  $0.83 Per kilogram 

(for greater than 600mg/L refer to Council’s Policy for 
calculation) 

Boron $0.83 Per kilogram 

Bromine $16.66 Per kilogram 

Cadmium $385.69 Per kilogram 

Chloride No 
Charge 

Per kilogram 

Chlorinated Hydrocarbons $41.66 Per kilogram 

Chromium $27.75 Per kilogram 

Cobalt $16.97 Per kilogram 

Copper $16.97 Per kilogram 

Fluoride $4.17 Per kilogram 

Formaldehyde $1.72 Per kilogram 

Oil and Grease (Total O & G) $1.49 Per kilogram 

Herbicides/defoliant $834.01 Per kilogram 

Iron $1.72 Per kilogram 

Lead $41.66 Per kilogram 

Lithium $8.33 Per kilogram 

Manganese $8.33 Per kilogram 

Mercury $2,811.80 Per kilogram 

Methylene Blue Active Substance (MBAS)  $0.83 Per kilogram 

Molybdenum $0.83 Per kilogram 

Nickel $27.75 Per kilogram 

Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN)  $0.21 Per kilogram 

Organoarsenic Compounds  $835.26 Per kilogram 
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Pesticides General (excludes organochlorines & 
organophosphates) 

$835.26 Per kilogram 

Petroleum Hydrocarbons (non-flammable)  $2.78 Per kilogram 

Phenolic Compounds (non-chlorinated) $8.33 Per kilogram 

Phosphorus (Total P) $1.72 Per kilogram 

Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs)  $16.97 Per kilogram 

Selenium $58.63 Per kilogram 

Silver $1.53 Per kilogram 

Sulphate (SO4) $0.16 Per kilogram 

Sulphide $1.72 Per kilogram 

Sulphite $1.84 Per kilogram 

Suspended Solids (SS) $1.07 Per kilogram 

Thiosulphate $0.30 Per kilogram 

Tin $8.33 Per kilogram 

Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) $0.06 Per kilogram 

Uranium $8.33 Per kilogram 

Zinc $16.97 Per kilogram 

 

9. Pursuant to clause 211(2) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, approve 
expenditure and vote funds as detailed in the draft combined Delivery Program 2018-2022 
and Operational Plan 2021-2022, contained at Attachment 2. 

10. Pursuant to sections 404 and 405 of the Local Government Act 1993, adopt the draft 
combined Delivery Program 2018-2022 and Operational Plan 2021-2022, including the 2021-
2022 Statement of Revenue Policy incorporating the annual budget and fees and charges, 
contained at Attachment. 

 

 

In Favour: Crs Norm Brennan, Pat Fogarty, Marg Bull, Ashley Hall, Norm McAllister and Mac 
Wallace 

Against: Cr Peter McCrabb 

CARRIED 6/1 
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Nil  

11 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

Nil  

12 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS  

RESOLUTION  2021/63  

Moved: Cr Mac Wallace 
Seconded: Cr Peter McCrabb 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993: 

13.1 Barham Road Site - Lot 3 DP1213955 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - c of the Local Government Act, 
and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if disclosed, confer a 
commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  

CARRIED 

 

  

13.1 BARHAM ROAD SITE - LOT 3 DP1213955 

RESOLUTION  2021/64  

Moved: Cr Norm McAllister 
Seconded: Cr Peter McCrabb 

That Council  

1. Note this report regarding the operational requirements for a future Sewerage Treatment 
Plant, 

2. Adopt the area along Barham Road on Lot 3 DP1213955 as the preferred location for a 
future Sewage Treatment Plant.  

3. Note that the Barham Rd site, known as Lot 3 DP1213955, is not under consideration for 
sale by council in whole or in part. 

CARRIED 

  

RESOLUTION  2021/65  

Moved: Cr Mac Wallace 
Seconded: Cr Norm McAllister 

That Council moves out of Closed Council into Open Council. 

CARRIED 
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13 CLOSE OF MEETING 

 

The Meeting closed at 11.25am 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 17 
June 2021. 

 

................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 
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7 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS  

8 MAYORAL MINUTE(S) 

Nil  

9 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Nil  
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10 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

10.1 MAYOR, COUNCILLORS AND GENERAL MANAGER MEETINGS 

Author: Belinda Perrett, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Philip Stone, General Manager  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note the Mayor, Councillors and General Manager meetings attended during the 
month of May 2021, undertaken either remotely, or adhering to COVID-19 distancing regulations. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 
The report details meetings undertaken on behalf of Council by the Mayor, Councillors and the 
General Manager in May 2021. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

 

Mayor, Councillor and General Manager meetings May 2021 

Date Participants Topic Council Reps 

May 6 Budget Roadshow Facebook 

Interactive Q&A 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cr 

Wallace, Cr McCrabb, General 

Manager 

May 6 Committee Members Recreation and 

Community 

Facilities 

Cr McAllister, Cr Bull 

May 6 RAMJO Murray Regional 

Strategy Group 

Mayor, General Manager 

May 6 South West Music Board Meeting Cr Bull 

May 7 Budget Roadshow Pretty Pine Mayor, Cr Wallace, General 

Manager 

May 8 2QN Live Budget Mayor, General Manager 

May 10 Budget Roadshow Wanganella Cr Wallace, General Manager 

May 11 RAMJO Financial 

Sustainability 

Workshop 

Mayor, General Manager 

May 12 Budget Roadshow Blighty General Manager 

May 12 RAMJO Board Meeting Mayor, General 

May 12 Cemetery Advisory Meeting Cr Wallace 

May 12 Budget Roadshow Deniliquin Mayor, Cr Bull, Cr Wallace, 

General Manager 

May 13 Hospital Board Chair, 

Chief Executive 

Oncology Unit Mayor, Deputy Mayor, General 

Manager 

May 14 RAMJO Water Sub-

Committee 

Mayor 

May 14 Budget Roadshow Conargo Cr Bull, General Manager 

May 17 Murray Darling 

Association 

77th National 

Conference  

Mayor 
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May 18 Murray Darling 

Association 

77th National 

Conference 

Mayor 

May 19 Country Education Fund Meeting Cr Bull 

May 20 Bush Fire 

Management 

Committee 

Mid Murray 

Meeting 

Cr Wallace 

May 20 Deniliquin Health 

Action Group 

Meeting Mayor 

May 25 Canberra Behind the 

Scenes 

Conference General Manager 

May 26 Canberra Behind the 

Scenes 

Conference General Manager 

May 26 Deniliquin Historical 

Society 

Flat Plaque Mayor 

May 27 Murray Socio 

Economic Activation 

Taskforce 

Meeting Mayor, General Manager 

May 28 Cross Border 

Commission 

Meeting Mayor, General Manager 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
5.1 Our community is informed and engaged. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 

 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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10.2 RESOLUTIONS OF COUNCIL  

Author: Belinda Perrett, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Philip Stone, General Manager  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note the information in the Resolutions of Council as at 9 June 2021. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The attached report details the status of open Resolutions of Council. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Monthly report to update Councillors and community members on the progress of Council 
Resolutions. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

As outlined in the status updates. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

This report aligns with Outcome 5 – A community working together to achieve its potential. 
Particularly it supports outcome 5.3, our local government is efficient, innovative, and financially 
sustainable. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Council Resolutions 9 June 2021    
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20 May 2021 Resolution Responsibility Status Expected 
Date of 
Completion 

2021/54 Strategic Review of Committees – Draft Licence Agreement 
That Council adopt the Draft Licence Agreement for the Deniliquin 
Community Gardens as at Attachment 1 which, as part of the 
Strategic Review of Committee Framework and Community Facility 
Model Report, is to become Incorporated. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

Underway June 2021 

2021/55 Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy 
That Council 

1. Rescind the Fraud and Corruption Policy adopted 15 

November 2018 

2. Adopt the updated Draft Fraud and Corruption Policy  

Director Corporate 
Services 

Adopted June 2021 
Closed 

2021/57 North Depot Refurbishment. 
That Council allocate $150,000 from the sale of the South Depot to 
the redevelopment of the North Depot. 

Director 
Infrastructure 

Request budget 
variation 
Requested 

June 2021 
Closed 

2021/62 Adoption of Combined Delivery Program 2018-2022 and Operational 
Plan 2021-2022 
That Council 
1. Note that action 5.3.4.4 has been added to the Operational 

Plan 2021-2022 to bring Council to a more sustainable 
pathway over time. 

2. Receive and note submission(s) received from Mr. Colin Bull, 
Ms. Deb Stockton, Mr. Clint Free (Deniliquin Rams – Football 
Netball Club) and Mr. Colin McCrabb on the draft combined 
Delivery Program 2018-2022 and Operational Plan 2021-2022, 
contained at Attachment 1. 

3. Acknowledge and thank Mr. Colin Bull, Ms. Deb Stockton, Mr. 
Clint Free and Mr. Colin McCrabb for their submission(s) and 
request the General Manager respond to the submission(s) in 
accordance with this resolution.  

4. In response to submission 1 from Mr. Colin Bull, approve a 
gravel resheeting project to be undertaken along Carrathool 
Road and Mabins Well Road in the 2021-2022 financial year 
under the road resheet program, and note that a response will 

Director Corporate 
Services 

Action added to 
Operational Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement 
and thanks sent to 
Mr Bull, Ms 
Stockton, Mr Free 
and Mr McCrabb 

Closed 
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be sent to the submitter accordingly.  
5. In response to submission 2 from Ms. Deb Stockton, the 

Billabong Estate, acknowledge –that work Council would 
undertake on a private road network will be Private Works in 
line with the Private Works policy, and note that a response will 
be sent to the submitter accordingly. 

6. In response to submission 3 from Mr. Clint Free, note that 
Council staff have commenced working in partnership with 
Deni Rams, following the opening of the clubrooms, regarding 
a strategic plan for the facility and are available to assist with 
in-kind funding support, and note that a response will be sent 
to the submitter accordingly.  

7. In response to submission 4 from Mr. Colin McCrabb, Capital 
works for Wanganella-Moulamein Road have been considered 
and they have been included in the 2021-2022 financial year 
under both the road reseal and resheet program, and note that 
a response will be sent to the submitter accordingly.  

8. In accordance with sections 533, 534, 535 and 536 of the 
Local Government Act 1993, make and levy the following rates 
and annual charges for the 2021/2022 year: 
a) In relation to Ordinary Rates, Council apply the 2.0 per cent 

rate increase as determined by the Independent Pricing 
and Remuneration Tribunal. 

b) In relation to Ordinary Rates, Council recoup $194,000 (the 
postponed 2.6% Rate peg cap for the 2020-2021 rating 
year) due to ERC COVID-19 Economic and Resilience 
Response.  

c) Pursuant to section 494 of the Local Government Act 1993, 
make and levy the following Ordinary Rates for the year 1 
July 2021 to 30 June 2022: 

9. Pursuant to clause 211(2) of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, approve expenditure and vote funds as 
detailed in the draft combined Delivery Program 2018-2022 
and Operational Plan 2021-2022, contained at Attachment 2. 

10. Pursuant to sections 404 and 405 of the Local Government Act 
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1993, adopt the draft combined Delivery Program 2018-2022 
and Operational Plan 2021-2022, including the 2021-2022 
Statement of Revenue Policy incorporating the annual budget 
and fees and charges, contained at Attachment. 

2021/64 Barham Road Site – Lot 3 DP1213955 
That Council  

1. Note this report regarding the operational requirements for a 
future Sewerage Treatment Plant, 

2. Adopt the area along Barham Road on Lot 3 DP1213955 as 
the preferred location for a future Sewage Treatment Plant.  

3. Note that the Barham Rd site, known as Lot 3 DP1213955, is 
not under consideration for sale by council in whole or in part. 

Director 
Infrastructure 

Actioned Closed 

15 April 2021 Resolution Responsibility Status Expected 
Date of 
Completion 

2021/41 Australian Local Government Association Regional Forum 2021 
“Working Together for our Communities NGA21” 
That Council  

1. Resolves to approve the attendance of the Mayor and the 
General Manager at the Australian Local Government 
Association Regional Forum 2021 June 20 – 23 at the 
National Convention Centre Canberra. 

2. Considers the attendance of other Councillors in line with the 
Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy 

General Manager Confirming 
attendees. 
 
Motion rescinded 

30 May 2021 
 
 
Closed 

2021/42 Draft Industrial Lands Strategy 
That Council place the draft Industrial Land Strategy on exhibition for 
a period of 28 days and receive a further report detailing the 
outcome of this exhibition. 

Acting Manager 
Environmental 
Services 

Submissions close 
24 May 2021 
Further report to 
June Ordinary 
Council Meeting 
Gipa received. 
 

17 June 2021 
Closed 

2021/44 Draft Saleyards Strategic Plan 
That Council place the draft Saleyards Strategic Plan on exhibition 

Director 
Infrastructure 

Submissions close 
24 May 2021. 

17 June 2021 
Closed 
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for a period of not less than 28 days and receive a further report 
detailing the outcome of this exhibition. 

Further report to 
June Ordinary 
Council Meeting 
 

18 February 
2021 

Resolution Responsibility Status Expected 
Date of 
Completion 

2021/2 Bob White Memorial Trust 
That Council: 
1. Discuss and endorse the establishment of the Bob White 

Memorial Trust and associated documents that support the 
formation of the Trust: 
(a) The Trust Document (attachment 1) 
(b) The Conargo Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground 

Committee meeting minutes held in January 2021 
(attachment 3) 

I The submission to the Minister for Local Government 
(attachment 4) 

Director Corporate 
Services 
 

Placed on Public 
Exhibition for a 
period of 28 days. 
 
Submission sent to 
the Minister for 
Local Government 

April 2021 
June 2021 

2021/9 Edward River Seniors Living Precinct 
That Council:  

1. Endorse the Seniors Living Precinct sketch plans and 
standard unit designs for the purposes of detailed design, 
cost estimates and expressions of interest to the community.  

2. Note the estimated project costs and construction approach 
detailed in this report 

3. Proceed with more detailed design and costs for the 
purposes of construction. 

4. Note that, if the Building Better Regions Fund grant is 
successful, Council will be required to contribute at least 50% 
to the cost of the project, either from borrowing or reserves.  

5. Delegate authority to the General Manager to apply to the 
Building Better Regions Fund Infrastructure Projects Stream 
for at least 50% of the costs of stage 1 of the development on 
a 1:1 funding basis 

6. Proceed with developing an operating and management 

General Manager Underway 30 June 2021 
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model for the project, based on a community-based, not-for-
profit entity, utilising either leasehold or loan/license, for 
decision by Council prior to 30 June 2021. 

7. Endorse the market testing expressions of interest process 
underway to determine market demand in the local 
community. 

17 December 
2020 

Resolution Responsibility Status Expected 
Date of 
Completion 

2020/234 Barham Road Site 
That Council: 
1. Note the letter received from DAX Legal Pty Ltd on behalf of 

the Deniliquin Ethanol Plant Pty Ltd regarding the sale of Lot 3 
DP1213955, known as the Barham Road site, 

2. Advise DAX Legal Pty Ltd that Council are currently reviewing 
its operational requirements regarding Lot 3 DP1213955, and; 

3. Advise DAX Legal Pty Ltd that, following the operational review 
for the land, Council may undertake an open process 
regarding further use or sale of the land. 

General Manager Advised all 
correspondence to 
go through 
Council’s Solicitor. 
Operational 
requirements under 
review. 
Advice given to 
Council’s Solicitor. 

March 2021 
April 2021 
June 2021 
Closed 

19 November 
2020 

Resolution Responsibility Status Expected 
Date of 
Completion 

2020/236 328 Conroy Street 
That Council: 

1. Enter into an agreement with the property owners of 328 
Conroy Street to close the section of the Conroy Street road 
reserve currently fenced into 328 Conroy Street, subject to the 
property owners agreeing to pay all costs relating to this 
matter, and; 

2. Commence the road closure process in accordance with the 
requirements of the Roads Act 1993 for the portion of Conroy 
Street that is currently fenced into 328 Conroy Street, subject 
to the property owners entering into an agreement with Council 
regarding this matter. 

Acting Director 
Infrastructure 

Property owner 
notified. 

February 
2021 
30 April 2021 
June 2021 
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2020/242 Purchase of one Bogie Drive Twin Steer Water Truck 
That Council 

1. Accept the tender submitted by Johnson Truck and Coach 
Service for the purchase of a Volvo FM11 370 fitted with a 
Barry Burrows 18,000L Steel water tank for the contract price 
of $290,909.09 excluding GST  

2. Approve the sale of the existing truck (FM91) by Pickles 
Auctions. 

AMENDMENT 
Moved: Cr Ashley Hall 
Seconded: Cr Peta Betts  
That Council 
1. Accept the tender submitted by Johnson Truck and Coach 

Service for the purchase of a Volvo FM11 370 fitted with a 
Barry Burrows 18,000L Steel water tank for the contract price 
of $209,909.09 excluding GST  

2. Review the sale of the existing truck (FM91) by Pickles 
Auctions. 

Acting Director 
Infrastructure 

Letter of 
acceptance sent 
 
Waiting on delivery 

February 
2021 
 
April 2021 
 
June 2021 

15 October 
2020 

Resolution Responsibility Status Expected 
Date of 
Completion 

2020/195 Minutes of the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee Meeting held 
on 24 September 2020 
That Council:  

11 Receive and note the Minutes of the Audit Risk and Improvement 
Committee Meeting held on 24 September 2020, contained at 
Attachment A. 

22. Reviews the policy regarding the financial treatment of residual 
value of road assets. 

3.   
 

3. Reviews the policy on the financial treatment of Grant Funding 
due to the changes in accounting standards 

Director Corporate 
Services 

Commenced June 2021 

2020/203 Planning Proposal No 10 – Lot 2DP1220715, Harfleur Street Manager 
Environmental 

1. Completed 
 

Closed 
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That Council:  

1. Endorse the Planning Proposal  provided as Attachment 1 . 

2. That Council request the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment to prepare the draft amendment to the Deniliquin 
Local Environmental Plan 2013 and provide Council with an 
Opinion that the Plan can be made. 

3. That Council request Parliamentary Counsel to prepare the 
draft Amendment to the Deniliquin Local Environmental Plan 
2013 under section 3.36 (1) of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 

Services (Acting)  
 
 
2. Completed 

 
 
 
3. Awaiting 

response 

 
 
 
Closed 
 
 
 
February 
2021 

2020/213 Sale and Development of Lots 33, 34, 35 and 36 Saleyards Road 

That Council 

1.Authorise the General Manager to accept the current offer of 
$250,000 inc. GST the sale of the Lots 33,34, 35 and 36 Saleyards 
Road, Deniliquin to Rhys Tremble Concreting and Engineering.  

2.Require the Contract of Sale to be conditional on a development 
application being submitted with 12 months of signing the contract 
for the purposes of industrial use and development and include a 
buy back clause. 

3.Authorise the General Manager and Mayor to sign and affix the 
Common Seal of Edward River Council to the contract 
documentation for Lots 33,34, 35 and 36 Saleyards Road, 
Deniliquin 

Manager 
Community & 
Economic 
Development 

Conditions agreed. 
Contract being 
prepared. 

November 
2020 
February 
2021 
April 2021 
June 2021 

20 August 2020 Resolution Responsibility Status Expected 
Date of 
Completion 

2020/164 North Deniliquin Levee Upgrade Feasibility Report 
That Council: 

1. Adopt the North Deniliquin Levee Upgrade Feasibility 
Report, contained as Attachment 1 to this report, and; 

Manager 
Engineering & 
Assets 

Underway 
 
 
 
 

October 2020 
February 
2021 
April 2021 
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2. Apply to Office of Environment and Heritage for funding of 
the works detailed in the North Deniliquin Levee Upgrade 
Feasibility Report  

Waiting on funding 
details 

July 2021 

16 July 2020 Resolution Responsibility Status Expected 
Date of 
Completion 

2020/143 That Council; 
1. Approve an application for a loan facility of up to $2.5M over 

the 2020/21 and 2021/22 financial years to match the funding 
received from the Commonwealth Regional Airport Program 
towards the renewal and upgrade of the runway at Deniliquin 
airport, 

2. Direct that officers investigate further opportunities for State 
funding towards this work. 

3. Make representations through the Member for Murray and 
the Deputy Premier seeking State Government funding 
towards the project as the runway upgrade is essential to 
providing the region with air access to medical facilities and 
will assist in aerial firefighting in the event of serious bush 
and grass fires. 

Manager 
Engineering and 
Assets 

Representations 
made. 
 
Further 
representations 
made and 
Advocacy Strategy 
delivered to 
appropriate 
Ministers 

30 December 
2020 
 
March 2021 
 
July 2021 

2020/144 Asset Management Plans 
That Council: 

1. Note the current Transport, Buildings, Open Space and 
Recreation, Flood Mitigation and Drainage, Water and 
Sewerage Asset Management Plans; 

2. Undertake a project to update the Asset Management Plans 
based on the outcomes from the Asset Revaluation project; 
and 

3. Receive a further report in October 2020 regarding the Asset 
Management Plans. 

Manager 
Engineering and 
Assets 

Asset Management 
Plans being 
updated. 

15 October 
2020 
3 December 
2020 
February 
2021 
April 2021 
June 2021 
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10.3 INVESTMENT & RESERVES REPORT MAY 2021 

Author: Bruce Maunganidze, Financial Accountant 

Authoriser: Suni Campbell, Director Corporate Services  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That That Council: 

1. Note and receive the May 2021 report on Investments totalling $44,899,088 inclusive of cash 
at bank for day-to-day operations. 

2. Note that actual interest received for the month of May 2021 was $13,262. 
3. Note that accrued interest earned to 31 May 2021 but not yet received was $130,900. 
4. Note the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer and adopt the Investment Report. 

 

BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this report is to update Council on the investment of surplus funds and 
performance of Council’s investment portfolio for the month to 31 May 2021 as required by 
Regulation No 264 (Part 19) of the Local Government Act 1993.  

As at 31 May 2021, Council had a total of $44,899,088 in invested funds. Interest received from 
investments during the month of May 2021 on a cash basis was $13,262. 

Included in this report are the following items: 

• Council’s Investments as at 31 May 2021 

• Restrictions Applying to Investment Funds 

• Investment Portfolio Performance 

• Investment Commentary 

• Monthly Report from Imperium Markets 

• Certification by the Responsible Accounting Officer 

 
ISSUE/DISCUSSION 
 

Council’s Investments as at 31 May 2021 

As at 31 May 2021, Council had a total of $44,899,088 in term deposits and cash at bank exclusive 
of unpresented receipts or cheques.  
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The details of the investments are included in Attachment 1 – Investment Register as at 31 May 
2021.  

Council’s funds were invested with A1+, A1 and A2 rated Authorised Deposit Institutions (ADI’s). 

 

The total investments balance has remained within the $40M - $46M range for the past 12 months, 
with seasonal fluctuations from month to month in line with Council’s cashflows.  

One term deposit with St George Bank worth $2.5M matured during the month, which was 
redeemed and reinvested with NAB for 36 months at 0.75%.  
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Total funds increased by $823,446 during the month mainly due to receipt of quarterly instalments 
and grants, partly offset by operational and capital expenditure payments.  

 

Summary of cash at bank from day to day operations: 

 

 

 

Restrictions Applying to Investment Funds 

Total Funds were held between General, Water and Sewer Funds as follows: 
 

 

 

The following restrictions applied to the cash and investments balance: 

Comment

Opening cash book balance 557,136$         

Plus receipts 7,176,386$      

Grants and Rates debtors receipts and Term 

Deposit maturities

Less payments 5,419,754$      

Capex and Opex payments and Term Deposit 

investments

2,313,768$      

Opening statement balance 621,649$         

Plus receipts 7,172,290$      

Grants and Rates debtors receipts and Term 

Deposit maturities

Less payments 5,550,546$      

Capex and Opex payments, Term Deposit 

investments and April unpresented payments

Bank statement balance as at 31 May 2021 2,243,393$      

plus Unpresented receipts 78,226$           Receipts not yet presented at bank

less Unpresented payments 7,851$             Payments not yet presented at bank

2,313,768$      

Statement Summary

Reconciliation balance as at 31 May 2021

Cash Summary

Cash book balance as at 31 May 2021

Fund Name Bank and InvestmentsPercentage

General 30,627,095$                 68.21%

Water 7,795,013$                   17.36%

Sewer 6,476,980$                   14.43%

Total Funds 44,899,088$                 100.00%
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A detailed breakdown of the restrictions is provided in Attachment 2 – Detailed Reserve Balances 
as at 31 May 2021.  

Investment Portfolio Performance 

Interest received from investments during the month of May 2021 was $13,262 consisting of 
$1,649 from on-call/bank accounts and $11,613 from term deposits.  
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As at 31 May 2021, Council’s weighted average interest rate was 0.51%, which was 0.45% above 
the Bloomberg AusBond Bank Bill Index implied one-year return of 0.06%. Accrued interest of 
$130,900 had been earned to 31 May 2021 but was yet to be received as these investments 
mature in later months. 

Monthly Investment Review from Imperium Markets  

Council engaged Imperium Markets Pty Ltd to provide ongoing investment advisory services from 
May 2021 as per recommendation from Audit Risk and Improvement Committee (resolution 
ARIC/2021/7). As part of this service, Imperium provides, among other services, a monthly 
investment review report for Council which council uses to inform investment decisions. A copy of 
the report is attached in this report as Attachment 3 - Investment Review May 2021- Imperium 
Markets.  

Investment Commentary 

As at 31 May 2021, all investments were within the defined Investment Policy limits. Council’s 
investment portfolio consisted of term deposits (79%) and cash at bank/ on call (21%).  

The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) elected to leave the official cash rate unchanged at a record 
low of 0.10% during the month whilst suggesting that conditions for an interest rate rise were 
“unlikely to be met until 2024 at the earliest”. The low interest climate is therefore set to continue in 
the medium to long term.  

To mitigate the re-investment risk that this poses, Council has started, following on the advice from 
Imperium Markets, to invest in term deposits with maturities longer than 1 year, taking into 
consideration council’s cashflow needs. This will allow council to take advantage of the higher 
returns currently on the market for these investments as compared to short term ones. 

To optimise returns and to reduce exposure to risk, Council is investing surplus funds prudently in 
authorised financial institutions under current legislation and in accordance with the Council’s 
Investment Policy. 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Investments have been made in accordance with Council’s investment policy which was adopted 
on 20 December 2018. 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

This report aligns with Outcome 5 – A community working together to achieve its potential and will 
assist to achieve the objective ‘Our local government is efficient, innovative and financially 
sustainable’. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Under Council’s Investment policy, investments are made with a range of ADI’s, with Council funds 
invested with a single institution not going above a percentage of the total portfolio as follows: 

40% A1+ rated institutions 

20% A1 rated institutions 

10% A2 rated institutions 

$250,000 Unrated authorized deposit taking institutions 

 

The overall portfolio credit framework limits applicable to any credit rating category are as follows: 

100% TCorp/M Funds 

100% A1+ rated institutions 

40% A1 rated institutions 

30% A2 rated institutions 

5% A3 Unrated authorized deposit taking institutions 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Investment Register as at 31 May 2021   
2. Detailed Reserve Balances as at 31 May 2021   
3. Investment Review Report May 2021 - Imperium Markets    

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer  

I hereby certify that the investments listed in the Investment Report Attachment have 
been made in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 
212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investments 
Policy. 

Amanda Barber 
Responsible Accounting Officer  
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Description Type Account No.

Rating at 

EOM (S&P) Date Invested Maturity Date Days Rate

Face Value 

Amount

% of 

Portfolio

Estimated 

Interest

Westpac Business Cheque Plus Account Oncall/ CMT 032-870 16-6545 A1+ N/a N/a 365 0.00% 320,936 0.71% Monthly

Westpac 31 Day Notice Account Oncall/ CMT 032-870 23-2696 A1+ N/a N/a 365 0.35% 5,929,973 13.21% Monthly

Commonwealth Bank General Fund Oncall/ CMT 062-533 000 000 10 A1+ N/a N/a 365 0.00% 1,896,901 4.22% Monthly

Commonwealth Bank Business On Line Saver Oncall/ CMT 062-533 101 511 17 A1+ N/a N/a 365 0.15% 1,475,722 3.29% Monthly

Macquarie Bank - Rates Oncall/ CMT 3005-79778 A1 N/a N/a 365 0.00% 23,722 0.05% Monthly

Macquarie Bank - Water Oncall/ CMT 2643-18940 A1 N/a N/a 365 0.00% 1,834 0.00% Monthly

Total Oncall/ CMT Accounts 9,649,088 21.49%

Term Deposits

St George TD 354775348 A1+ 03-Sep-20 03-Sep-21 365 0.85% 1,500,000 3.34% 12,750.00   

St George TD 354032747 A1+ 04-Nov-20 04-Nov-21 365 0.60% 1,250,000 2.78% 7,500.00     

St George TD 357226820 A1+ 04-Nov-20 04-Nov-21 365 0.60% 1,000,000 2.23% 6,000.00     

St George TD 0 A1+ 05-Nov-20 05-Nov-21 365 0.60% 1,000,000 2.23% 6,000.00     

Westpac TD 032-870-24-5462 A1+ 26-Sep-20 26-Sep-21 365 0.70% 3,000,000 6.68% 21,000.00   

National Australia Bank TD GMI-DEAL-10713076 A1+ 24-Jul-20 26-Jul-21 367 0.92% 1,000,000 2.23% 9,250.41     

National Australia Bank TD GMI-DEAL-10713973 A1+ 30-Jul-20 30-Jul-21 365 0.85% 2,000,000 4.45% 17,000.00   

National Australia Bank TD 0 A1+ 25-Aug-20 25-Jun-21 304 0.75% 2,000,000 4.45% 12,493.15   

National Australia Bank TD 75-932-6938 A1+ 31-Jul-20 30-Jul-21 364 0.85% 1,500,000 3.34% 12,715.07   

National Australia Bank TD 0 A1+ 10-Sep-20 10-Jun-21 273 0.72% 1,000,000 2.23% 5,385.21     

National Australia Bank TD 0 A1+ 06-Nov-20 06-Nov-21 365 0.55% 3,000,000 6.68% 16,500.00   

National Australia Bank TD 0 A1+ 24-May-21 24-May-24 1096 0.75% 2,500,000 5.57% 56,301.37   

Commonwealth Bank TD 0 A1+ 16-Oct-20 16-Sep-21 335 0.60% 4,000,000 8.91% 22,027.40   

Commonwealth Bank TD 0 A1+ 23-Oct-20 21-Oct-21 363 0.60% 4,000,000 8.91% 23,868.49   

Commonwealth Bank TD CDA 37543602 A1+ 19-Feb-21 18-Feb-22 364 0.41% 1,500,000 3.34% 6,133.15     

Commonwealth Bank TD 0 A1+ 01-Apr-21 11-Apr-22 375 0.43% 1,500,000 3.34% 6,626.71     

Total A1+ Deposits TD 31,750,000 70.71%

Bank Of Queensland TD 083-01854-5526 A2 10-Dec-20 08-Dec-21 363 0.54% 1,500,000 3.34% 8,055.62     

Bank Of Queensland TD 083-01854-5527 A2 19-Mar-21 21-Mar-22 367 0.39% 2,000,000 4.45% 7,842.74     

Total A2 Deposits 3,500,000 7.80%

Weighted Average Interest Rate 0.51% 44,899,088 100.00%

Schedule of Investments

This Report is at date 31-May-2021
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10.4 DEBT RECOVERY AND FINANCIAL HARDSHIP POLICY 

Author: Rindayi Matienga, Senior Accountant 

Authoriser: Suni Campbell, Director Corporate Services  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1. Adopt the Debt Collection and Hardship Policy with an interim amendment for a 12-month 
period detailing provision for payment arrangements due to rates harmonisation impacts. 

2. Note that the interim clause will be reviewed after June 2022.  

 

BACKGROUND 

The Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy was adopted by Council on 18/10/2018. There were two 
interim revisions for COVID-19 related financial hardships adopted by Council on 16/04/20 and 
26/06/20, that expired in December 2020.  

The policy is now due for review to accommodate and is proposed to be adjusted to include Rates 
Harmonisation financial hardships. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

The policy has now been reviewed to include a special rates harmonisation amendment. This 
special amendment clause is a temporary amendment and will be reviewed by Management and 
Council on or after 30 June 2022. 

Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy applies to debts owed to Council through the non-payment of 
council rates, annual charges, interest and sundry debtors. It also outlines how Council may assist 
ratepayers who experience exceptional and genuine financial difficulties to pay their rates and 
charges. 

The interim policy is presented to council for formal adoption. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Revenue is a key requirement for Council to deliver its priority projects and obligations to the 
community as outlined in its strategic plans.  Rates are a major source of Council revenue and 
must be recovered in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. 

5 - A community working together to achieve its potential 

5.3 - Our local government is efficient, innovative and financially sustainable 

5.3.1 - Deliver sustainable financial management 

5.3.1.2 - Monitor and accurately report on Council’s financial position in 
accordance with Local Government Act requirements. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

This Policy aligns with the Community Strategic Plan outcome 5.3 Our local government is 
efficient, innovative and financially sustainable 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Debt management and timely collection ensures sufficient revenue is raised. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Council is required under the Local Government Act 1993 to collect revenue in accordance with the 
legislation and regulations.  This Policy is compliant with these statutory requirements. 
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Section 712(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 and Division4 of the Legal proceedings for the 
recovery of rates and charges, requires Proceedings for the recovery of a rate or charge may be 
commenced at any time within 20 years from the date when the rate or charge became due and 
payable. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Draft Interim Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy    
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10.5 COUNCILLOR AND MAYOR FEES 2021/22 

Author: Amanda Barber, Manager Finance 

Authoriser: Suni Campbell, Director Corporate Services  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council 

1. Fix the annual fee for the mayor $27,060 in accordance with the appropriate determination of 
the Remuneration Tribunal effective from 1 July 2021. 

2. Fix the annual fees of $12,400 for the councillors in accordance with the appropriate 
determination of the Remuneration Tribunal effective from 1 July 2021. 

3. Note the option to make Superannuation payments to mayors and councillors effective from 
1 July 2022. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Local Government Act 1993 (The LG Act) requires the Local Government Remuneration 
Tribunal (The Tribunal) to report to the Minister for Local Government by 1 May each year on its 
determination of categories of councils and the maximum and minimum amounts of fees to be paid 
to mayors, councillors and chairpersons and members of county councils. 

The Tribunal’s determinations take effect from 1 July each year. 

The Local Government Amendment Act 2021 (Amendment Act) was passed by the NSW 
Parliament on 13 May 2021 and has come into effect. This Amendment Act includes reforms to 
ensure a fairer and more flexible rating system for councils and ratepayers, councillor 
superannuation and minor changes that relate to council elections and the terms of office of chairs 
of county councils and joint organisations. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Fixing the annual fees for the mayor and councillors 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has determined an increase of 2 per cent to 
mayoral and councillor fees for the 2021-22 financial year. Councillor remuneration is set 
independently of the Government, following consultation with the local government sector. Each 
year, the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal independently determines the minimum and 
maximum fees to be paid to councillors and mayors in NSW. The increase for 2020-21 is the same 
as that awarded to council employees under the Local Government (State) Award 2020. The 
tribunal determination can be found in Attachment 1. 

Council is required under the Local Government Act 1993 to pay annual fees for mayor and 
councillors in accordance with the legislation and regulations. 

Individual councils are required to resolve to adopt all, part or none of the maximum allowable 
increase to mayoral and councillor fees from July 1 as per the LG Act 248 and 249- Fixing and 
payment of annual fees for councillors and mayors. 

• The level of fees paid will depend on what category the council is in. 

11. Determination No.1 – Allocation of councils into each of the categories as per section 
239 of the LG Act effective from 1 July 2021 – Edward River Council has been categorised 
as Rural Council 
12.  

• A council cannot fix a fee higher than the maximum amount determined by the Tribunal. If a 
council does not fix a fee, the council must pay the minimum fee determined by the 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 17 JUNE 2021 

 

Item 10.5 Page 64 

Tribunal. 
Determination No.2 – Fees for Councillors and Mayors as section 241 of LG Act effective 
from 1 July 2021.  

 

Mayoral and Councillor fees are currently set as for financial year 20/21 

• Councillor fees 12,160 pa 

• Mayoral fees 26,530 pa 

A 2% increase of the fees for 21/22 

• Councillor fees 12,400 pa 

• Mayoral fees 27,060 pa 

 

Superannuation contribution 

The Local Government Amendment Act 2021 (which can be found in Attachment 2) has provided 
councils with the option to make superannuation payments to mayors and councillors in addition to 
their annual fees from 1July 2022 equivalent in amount to superannuation guarantee payments.  

Message from Message from Minister Hancock, “This is in recognition of the high workload and 
responsibilities of councillors, as well as enhancing remuneration to attract more people, 
particularly women and youth, to stand for their community.” 

The decision on whether to make superannuation contributions will be left to each council, taking 
into account financial considerations, the views of councillors and the expectations of their local 
community. Councils will be required to make the decision to pay councillors superannuation by 
resolution at an open meeting of the council, thereby ensuring public accountability and 
transparency.    
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

• 5 - A community working together to achieve its potential 

• 5.3 - Our local government is efficient, innovative and financially sustainable 

• 5.3.1 - Deliver sustainable financial management 

• 5.3.1.2 - Monitor and accurately report on Council’s financial position in accordance 
with Local Government Act requirements. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council has adopted a budget of 145K for Councillor and Mayoral Fees for the 2021/22 year and 
there will be no impact on the budgeted figures. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government ACT 1993 

• 248 Fixing and payment of annual fees for councillors  

• 249 Fixing and payment of annual fees for the mayor  

The Local Government Amendment Act 2021 (Amendment Act) 

• 254B Payment for superannuation contributions for councillors 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. 2021 -Local Government Remuneration Tribunal   
2. The Local Government Amendment Act 2021 (Amendment Act)    
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10.6 EDWARD RIVER SENIORS LIVING PRECINCT 

Author: Mark Goode, Project Manager 

Authoriser: Phil Stone, General Manager 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Endorse the initial Business Case for the Edward River Council Seniors Living Precinct 
(SLP) with the following principles and assumptions: 

a. The capital and operational financial model, updated with the recent $1m Murray 
Darling Basin grant, shows an operating surplus estimated for year 5, depending on 
demand. 

b. Marketing dwellings “off the plan” to confirm the number of dwellings required for 
construction in the first stage.  

c. Operating the SLP under a “Deferred Management Fee (DMF)” structure with a 
lifetime loan/lease/license arrangement. 

d. Initially adopting a 40% DMF over an 8-year term.   

2. Adopt six standard floor plans: Designs A, N and X – 3 Bedroom dwellings, and Designs C, 
D and Q – 2 Bedroom dwellings, for detailed design by the architect. 

3. Commence the development of a Section 355 Committee as the initial governance 
mechanism of the SLP, noting that: 

a. the terms of reference and appointment of the committee members are to be 
developed for future Council approval. 

b. the governance structure may change in future depending on how Council wishes to 
manage the SLP in the longer term. 

4. Seek expert advice to assist in establishing the Entry Price of the various dwelling designs 
offered for sale.   

5. Engage an independent agent to market and pre-sell dwellings for the initial project stages.  

6. Proceed to tender for design and construction of dwellings and civil infrastructure to further. 
firm up the financials of the business case and budgets, noting civil and dwelling designs 
are well advanced. 

7. Design and install a new sign at the site of the project, showing the architect’s impression of 
the village in full operation. 

8. Develop designs for a gateway/entrance to the precinct. 

9. Make budget provision for SLP capital reserves such as dwelling refurbishment and future 
capital development from the DMF fees and grants.  

 

BACKGROUND 

This Council report and attachments provide Council with an update since its previous Council 
Report in February 2021 and Workshop on 3 June 2021 and recommends the next steps to 
progress the project. 

In summary, the committee has met twice, civil designers have been engaged. The architect has 
further developed documents, and a lawyer has provided advice on legal and governance aspects 
of owning and operating a Seniors Living Precinct. 

Project Update - Summary 
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• The financial model is reasonably well developed and models capital and operational 
scenarios using several assumptions which will need testing in the market.  At this stage, 
the financial models in confidential attachment 5 show a business case with a surplus in 
year 4-5 of the project. 

• Civil designers (CAF) have been engaged and have commenced investigations, soil testing 
and the development application. They are presently on track with investigations and DA 
works in progress, including designs for infrastructure. 

• The architect proposes to specify which dwelling are built on specific building sites. See site 
plan in attachment 1.  

• The committee has recommended Designs A, N and X as 3 Bedroom options, and Designs 
C, D and Q as 2 Bedroom options shown in attachment 2 with estimated construction costs 
in confidential attachment 3. Dwelling designers (R Pickett) have been advised of the 
Committees six preferred designs.   

• Kell Moore Lawyers were contacted and provided with a brief outlining the project objective, 
specific governance questions and a request for simple expedient options to allow the 
appropriate delivery of the project. The advice was received 28 May 2021, and this report 
has been updated based on their advice. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

There are many capital and operating variables. Council decisions on matters such as once off 
dwelling sale price (“Entry Contribution”), weekly operational contribution, exit payment terms 
(Deferred Management Fee - DMF) as well as capital and operating costs will progressively refine 
capital and operating budgets. Further information on these variables are provided in confidential 
attachment 4. 
 
A financial model has been developed to consider various scenarios and is provided in confidential 
attachment 5, and it is updated as new information becomes available (such as construction or 
sale prices).  
 
It is likely that entry contributions will minimise the capital requirements of the project, however it is 
to be expected that the operation will run at a loss for several years until exit fees (DMF) are 
received at the time of dwellings being “turned over”. At this time, the operation retains the deferred 
management fee which can be used to offset capital deficits. It is suggested that operational 
contributions meet the actual operational costs, however this may not be achievable in the early 
stages of the project. It will be more achievable once most dwellings are built and occupied. 
 

Preliminary Timelines 

Subject to Council elections, Council approvals, funding, tender responses and contractor 
availability, the following timelines are preliminarily estimated. This is a “fast track” project 
milestone estimate and relies on all stages to proceed without delays: 

1. May – dwelling & civil design - commenced 

2. June – Input/sign off from ERC on designs - commenced 

3. June – Finalise village cost assumptions 

4. July-August - Tender for construction of dwellings and civil 

5. May - November – marketing, sign up residents, secure deposits, determine number of 
dwellings required. 

6. June-August – Tender for construction (dwellings and civil). ERC award contracts in 
October 

7. October-November - Construction commences - subject to unanticipated delays and 
contractor availability 
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8. Mid 2022 – Occupancy – subject to tender responses, council approvals, and contractor 
availability.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

The Edward River Local Government Area does not have a retirement village, leading residents to 
seek this living environment in other locations.  There have been strong community indications for 
Council to facilitate such a development in the town centre 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

The Edward River 2030 Community Strategic Plan, Outcome 1 – “A Great Place to Live”, has the 
objective, “Our community has access to essential services”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council has purchased land and provided infrastructure to the site. It has also set aside $325,000 
in a reserve to meet preliminary project costs. 

It is estimated that the project may cost approximately $11-12m to develop the whole site over 
time.  With the operating and management models suggested, this may need financing by Council 
initially but the financial exposure to council should be minimised through prudent marketing and 
staging of the development. 

Council recently received a $1m MDEF grant that improves the capital budget forecasts.   

See attached financial models of the capital and operating forecasts in confidential attachment 5. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. 7208DA Site Plan   
2. Unit Plan Type Set   
3. Home Unit Approx. Costs - Confidential   
4. Supporting Information - Confidential   
5. Seniors Living Precinct capital and operating financial projections - Confidential    
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10.7 2021-2023 MOU - DENI PLAY ON THE PLAINS FESTIVAL LTD. 

Author: Erica Singleton, Community and Economic Development Project Officer 

Authoriser: Michelle Cobb, Manager Community and Economic Development   

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Approve the 2021-2023 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) agreement between Edward 
River Council and Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. 

2. Authorises the General Manager to provide written confirmation to Deni Play on the Plains 
Festival Ltd. to enact this MoU. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The existing 2018-2020 MoU between Edward River Council and Deni Play on the Plains Festival 
Ltd. has expired.  

The purpose of this report is to renew the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Edward 
River Council and Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. over the next three years (2021-2023).   

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

The previous MoU provided Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. with the following sponsorship 
package: 

• $25,000 as an annual cash contribution towards marketing the Deni Ute Muster, and; 

• Up to $60,000 of in-kind support annually - including traffic control, road and access 
maintenance, food inspections and receival of sewage waste from the site 

On the basis of Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. delivering a second annual event, Play on the 
Plains music festival, several amendments are recommended for the new 2021-2023 MoU, 
including:  

• An increased financial contribution from Edward River Council of $10,000 for years two and 
three of the agreement (2022 and 2023). 

• An increased in-kind contribution of $15,000 per annum, representing a total in-kind value 
of $225,000 over the three-year period.  

• Updates to the annual sponsorship entitlements to better reflect marketing expectations.  

• Minor updates to in-kind support and MoU formatting changes.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

There are no strategic implications arising from this MoU.  

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

The 2021-2023 MoU and partnership with Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. aligns with the 
following outcomes in Council’s Community Strategic Plan: 

• 2.1: Our economy is strong and diverse.  

• 2.2: We develop our key assets to enhance agriculture, boost tourism and support existing 
business.  

• 5.2: We collaborate and pursue partnerships that achieve great outcomes for our 
community.  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Support for Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. was considered through the development of 
Councils 2021-22 budget. In the budget is an allowance of $60,000 for in-kind support and $25,000 
cash support. The proposed 2021-2023 MoU will result in an additional $15,000 in-kind 
expenditure in the 2021-22 budget.  

If approved, the MoU financial and in-kind support must be accounted for in Council’s budget over 
the next three years.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

There are no legislative requirements to consider within this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. 2021-2023 MoU   
2. 2018-2020 MoU   
3. Festival Information and Statistics    
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THIS MoU is made on [insert date] 
 
BETWEEN:  
 
Edward River Council 
 
and 
 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd.  
 
 
RECITALS 
 
Edward River Council (ERC) will provide financial and in-kind support to Deni Play on the Plains 
Festival Ltd. over a three-year period from 2021-2023 to ensure two safe and successful events 
can be delivered, generating significant economic and tourism benefits to the Edward River region.  
 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. (The Festival) will acknowledge Edward River Council’s 
support by promoting Visit Deni and the Edward River region to event patrons, with a vision to 
increase overnight stays either side of the two events and encouraging future visitation.  
 
 
THE PARTIES AGREE as follows: 
 
1. DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION 
 

In this MoU, unless the context otherwise requires:   
 

Agreement means this MoU, including its recitals and any schedules or annexures (if any). 
 

Approved Purpose means the purpose or purposes set out in items.  
 

Business Day means a day other than a Saturday, Sunday or public holiday in New South 
Wales. 

 
Party means Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. or Edward River Council as the context 
requires and Parties means both of them. 

 
2. PARTNERSHIP SUPPORT FROM EDWARD RIVER COUNCIL 
 

Edward River Council will provide annual financial and in-kind support to Deni Play on the 
Plains Festival Ltd., to support the following two events: 

• Deni Ute Muster 

• Play on the Plains  
 
2. 1  Financial support:   
 
2021:   
Deni Ute Muster $25,000 (plus GST) 

 
2022: 
Deni Ute Muster $25,000 (plus GST) 
Play on the Plains $10,000 (plus GST) 
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2023: 
Deni Ute Muster $25,000 (plus GST) 
Play on the Plains $10,000 (plus GST) 

 
Total cash contribution 2021 – 2023: $95,000 (plus GST) 

 
Any monetary contribution received from Edward River Council will contribute towards Deni 
Play on the Plains Festival Ltd.’s marketing expenditure.  
 
2.2  In-kind support:  

 
Edward River Council will provide in-kind support up to a maximum value of $225,000 over 
the three-year period (2021-2023). 
 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. has the ability to use the in-kind allowance as needed 
(e.g. varying amounts each year). Edward River Council acknowledges the annual amount 
may fluctuate depending on factors such as weather. 
 
Edward River Council will report in-kind usage costs to Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. 
after each event and will confirm the remaining in-kind balance.  
 
Once the total allowance of $225,000 has been reached, no further in-kind support will be 
provided, unless special approval has been granted by Edward River Council.  

 
Costings for the in-kind support will be determined by Council based on the actual costs of 
labour, plant and materials. 
 
Total in-kind contribution 2021 – 2023: $225,000  

 
In-kind support may include:  
 
Grant application support 
Edward River Council Officer support and assistance with event, tourism and infrastructure 
grant applications is sought. Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. is continuously identifying 
new revenue opportunities and seeks the Council’s support in the identification of funding 
opportunities, the prevision of information and assistance with grant writing. The expertise 
available to Council will increase our capacity to attract funding to ensure the on-going 
growth and sustainability of the Festivals and the site.  
 
Heavy Machinery Equipment 
The use of Edward River Council equipment and personnel is sought for site maintenance 
throughout the year. While the support required will be somewhat dependent on weather 
conditions and usage, the following is expected:  
a. Heavy vehicle grader to grade roads on site, twice a year (timing dependent on 

weather, and required in the months leading up to the Festivals). 
b. Machinery and personnel for maintenance.  

 
Traffic Management Plan 
Provision of Edward River Council traffic personnel, equipment, vehicles and personnel to 
implement the Traffic Management Plan during the Festivals.  
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Waste Management  
Edward River Council to supply garbage trucks e.g. (1 x 18m side loader, 1 x 6m rear 
loader, 1x 2m side loader) on site over the events with supervisor and operations to provide 
garbage collection of wheelie bins and general garbage/litter pick up of garbage bags in the 
camping areas in accordance with the Waste Management Plan.  
 
Liquid Waste 
Pump outs of liquid waste from the Festival site by the company contracted by Deni Play on 
the Plains Festival Ltd., disposed at dump points at Edward River Council sewerage facility 
in accordance with the Waste Management Plan.  
 
Water Trucks 
Provision of water trucks and personnel to assist in the management of settling dust from 
roads within the Festival site (weather dependent).  

 
3. PARTNERSHIP SUPPORT FROM DENI PLAY ON THE PLAINS FESTIVAL LTD.  
 

Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will provide Edward River Council, and Council’s 
tourism brand Visit Deni, the following benefits: 
 
3.1  Promotion: 
 
Year-round on-site signage 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will provide Edward River Council with the opportunity 
to install permanent signage at the Muster Site, including: 
 

• Corporate Centre – ERC and Visit Deni logos to be included on Media Wall.  

• Merchandise Shed – ERC and Visit Deni logos to be included on shed. 

• Camping access road off Main Drive used by all reserved and general camping patrons 
– ERC branded sign on fence.  

• ERC and Visit Deni swing signage.   

 
This signage will allow Edward River Council to have an association with the event on a 
year-round basis and remind users of the site of Edward River Council’s support of the 
Festival. The users of the site throughout the year include both locals and external hirers, 
and we are working to ensure usage is increased throughout the year.  
 
Signage during the Festival  
In addition to the permanent on-site signage, during the Festival the Edward River Council 
will be provided the following signage opportunities: 
 

• Up to six banners/flags in prominent locations, two of which to be placed at gate two.  

• Two banners in Corporate Hospitality area.  

• Visit Deni scrim to be placed around Festival Arena. 

• 15 x Deni Ute Muster flags placed around Deniliquin leading up to and over the 
Festival, which include ERC or Visit Deni logo (flags will be provided by the Deni Ute 
Muster). 

 
Signage Note: Edward River Council will cover the costs of design, manufacturing and 
installation of the signs. The Festival will approve the content, design, size and type of 
signage prior to installation.  
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Event Activation – Trade Site  
Edward River Council will be provided the opportunity to undertake an activation activity 
during the event through the provision of a large prominent, powered trade site (Edward 
River Council to provide their own branded marquee and furniture). This will provide 
Edward River Council with an opportunity to showcase tourism and community information 
at the event. Edward River Council can use the site to distribute marketing and other 
information relating to Deniliquin, the region, or to communicate local messages.  
 
Corporate Tickets  
The Corporate Area will provide Edward River Council with the opportunity to meet 
community leaders, state government partners (Destination NSW) and our other event 
partners and stakeholders.  
 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will annually supply Edward River Council: 

• 12 x Deni Ute Muster Corporate Weekend Passes (valued at $7,800). 

• 12 x Play on the Plains Corporate Passes (valued at $3,000). 
 
General Admission Tickets  
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will annually supply Edward River Council: 

• 12 x Deni Ute Muster General Admission Adult Passes (valued at $3,228.00). 

• 12 x Play on the Plains General Admission Adult Passes (valued at $1,200). 
 

Edward River Council is not eligible to any prize draws linked to General Admission or 
Corporate Tickets. 
 
Deni Ute Muster Website  
Edward River Council will be noted as a Major Sponsor on the Partners and Sponsors 
festival website pages, including a logo link to Edward River Council’s website.  
 
A dedicated tourism page will be included on the Deni Ute Muster and Play on the Plains 
websites, under the About Tab highlighting the experiences people can enjoy in the Edward 
River region and will redirect people to Council’s official tourism website, Visit Deni.  
 
Website copy to be provided by Edward River Council.  
 
Smartphone APP 
Edward River Council and Visit Deni logos will feature on the Sponsors and Partners page 
of the Deni Ute Muster APP with a link to the Edward River Council and Visit Deni websites. 
The smart phone APP will be available year-round from the APP Store and will feature 
relevant content over this period. 
 
Direct Marketing – Email 
Deni Ute Muster has an active email database of more than 35,000 people. Edward River 
Council will have the opportunity to contribute email content up to six times each year:  

• Two emails prior to the event  

• A minimum of four emails throughout the year.  
 
Social Media Opportunities 

• Facebook - Edward River Council will receive a minimum of four posts each year 
on the official Deni Ute Muster Facebook page and a minimum of two posts each 
year on the official Play on the Plains Facebook page.  
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• Instagram - Edward River Council will receive a minimum of four grid posts and a 
minimum of 12 IG stories each year on the official Deni Ute Muster 
(@deniutemuster) Instagram account and a minimum of two grid posts and a 
minimum of 6 IG stories each year on the official Play on the Plains 
(@playontheplains) Instagram account. 

 
Lock out period for Deni Ute Muster social media opportunities Mid-September - Second 
Week in October. 
 
Pocket Program 
Edward River Council will receive a full-page advert in the Deni Ute Muster festival pocket 
guide each year. 
 
Deadline for content 30 June. Content to be provided by Edward River Council prior to 
publication deadline.   
 
Promotions 
The festival run a series of prize related promotions in the lead up to the event. Edward 
River Council will be invited to contribute prizes to these promotions.  
 
Big Screen 
Edward River Council and Visit Deni logos and television commercial (TVC) will be included 
on the Big Screens either side of the Main Stage at the event.  
 
Trade Sites 
Edward River Council and Visit Deni material will be included in all other Events and 
Festivals that the Deni Ute Muster attends for promotional purposes over the three-year 
partnership. 
 
Festival Site Use 
Edward River Council will have the opportunity to utilise the expansive Deni Play on the 
Plans Festival Ltd. site twice a year.  
 
Times and purpose of use will need to be agreed upon with Deni Play on the Plains Festival 
Ltd. 
 
Edward River Council may not assign or sublease the Festival site without approval and 
written consent by Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd.  
 
Set up and clean up are at the expense of Edward River Council. 
 
3.2  Media Coverage:  
 
Radio - Deni Ute Muster, Play on the Plains TBC 
The Festival will run radio advertising covering the following regions: 

• Albury/Wodonga, Wangaratta, Orange, Wagga Wagga, Bendigo, Mildura, Swan Hill, 
Geelong, Warrnambool, Shepparton, Ballarat and Sale/Traralgon. 

• KIX Country network covers music lovers across VIC, NSW and QLD. 

• Major local sponsorship with Edge 102.5. 

• Triple M Melbourne & Regional Victoria Rush Hour Promotion. 

• Moonmans Waiting For A Male Promotion Sydney. 

• Triple M Melbourne Metro & Regional, Sydney and Adelaide.  
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While direct recognition of Edward River Council cannot be provided due to the medium 
and time limits, the adverts will promote Deniliquin. All radio interviews will encourage 
visitation to Deniliquin and the region.  
 
Television – Deni Ute Muster, Play on the Plains TBC 
The festival will run TV advertising covering the following regions: 
Regional NSW, VIC & TAS. 

 
Newspapers and Magazines 
The Festival will seek to obtain editorial support through local, state and national 
newspapers and magazines. Using a professional public relation company, our paid 
advertising and editorial reach includes publications such as the Weekly Times, Country 
News, Daily Advertiser and a range of regional newspapers and niche magazines. 
Deniliquin will be promoted in these opportunities.  
 
Media Release 
Edward River Council will be acknowledged in media releases, and where possible, 
linkages will be made. While we cannot guarantee Edward River Council will be specifically 
mentioned, our expert publicist will ensure Deniliquin and the Edward River region is 
heavily promoted. 
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4 OBLIGATIONS OF DENI PLAY ON THE PLAINS FESTIVAL LTD. 
 

4.2 Use of monetary support funds 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will use the monetary support funds for the Approved 
Purpose noted in item 2.1. 
 

4.3 Acknowledgement of Edward River Council  
4.4 Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will acknowledge Edward River Council in the manner 

set out in item 3.  
 

4.5 Request for Information 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. is to provide Edward River Council with any 
documents or information relating to this MoU within ten (10) business days of receiving 
such a request.  
 

4.6 Accounts and Invoicing 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will invoice Edward River Council for the specified 
amounts in item 2.1 one month before each event.  
 
Payment will be processed by Edward River Council within 30 days.  
 

5 REVIEW AND EVALATION  
 

5.2 Edward River Council will assess the achievements against the outcomes within this MoU. 
 

5.3 Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will attend a post event evaluation meeting with 
Edward River Council and other authorities following the conduct of the Festivals. 
 

5.4 Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. will provide a report to Council within eight weeks of 
the conclusion of the Festivals detailing the following information: 
 

(a) Attendance numbers for the Festivals.  

(b) Details of the origin and estimated length of stay of visitors to the Festivals. 

(c) Estimates of the economic and tourism impact of the Festivals applying a jointly agreed 
methodology used to produce results. 

(d) Impact assessment on the Deniliquin community (positive and negative impacts). 

(e) Media and marketing obtained for the Edward River region as a result of the Festivals. 

(f) Detailed Festivals budget, including estimates of direct spend and fundraising contribution 
to the local community. 

(g) Details of specific event operational and other issues associated with the Festivals 
including recommendations for improvements in future years. 
 

5 DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 

5.2 In the event of a dispute arising out of a failure to meet any of the obligations required by 
this MoU, either party may give the other party written notice specifying the details of the 
dispute.  Within seven days, a representative of both parties will agree to meet to resolve 
the issue.   
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5.3 If a dispute occurs within two weeks of the event date, both parties will agree to meet to 

resolve the issue within two working days of the notice. 
 

5.4 If the dispute is unable to be resolved, the matter will be referred to any form of alternative 
dispute resolution procedure on which the parties agree.  Where a mediator is involved, the 
parties must agree to comply with the mediators instructions.   
 

5.5 The charges for the mediation will be paid equally by the parties. 
 

5.6 Edward River Council will not enter into a dispute resolution procedure for the following 
issues: 
 
(a) The level of Edward River Council’s financial and in-kind contribution  

 
6 TERMINATION OF MoU 

 
6.2 If Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. is unable to deliver the outcomes specified in this 

MoU, Edward River Council may review the level of sponsorship and in-kind support 
provided to the event.  
 

6.3 If Edward River Council or Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd. is in breach of the terms of 
this MoU this MoU may be terminated in writing by the General Manager of Edward River 
Council. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Executed by the Parties hereto: 
 
For and on behalf of Edward River Council: 
 
_________________________  Philip Stone 
Signature of Authorised Person   
 
Dated____________________  General Manager 
       
 
 
 
 
For and on behalf of Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd.: 
 
_________________________  Vicky Lowry 
Signature of Authorised Person   
 
Dated____________________  General Manager 
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SCHEDULE 1 –DETAILS 
 
1. Notice Addresses 
 
(a) Edward River Council 
  

General Manager 
Edward River Council 
PO Box 270 
Deniliquin NSW 2710 
 
Email: council@edwardriver.nsw.gov.au 

 
(b) Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd.  
 

 Vicky Lowry 
Deni Play on the Plains Festival Ltd.  
Deniliquin Festival Site 
Conargo Road 
Deniliquin NSW 2710 
Email: gm@deniutemuster.com.au   

mailto:gm@deniutemuster.com.au
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10.8 2021-2024 FUNDING AGREEMENT - MURRAY REGIONAL TOURISM 

Author: Erica Singleton, Community and Economic Development Project Officer 

Authoriser: Michelle Cobb, Manager Community & Economic Development   

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Approve the 2021-2024 Funding Agreement between Edward River Council and Murray 
Regional Tourism, on the condition of Murray Regional Tourism agreeing to Edward River 
Council’s requests. 

2. Authorises the General Manager to provide written confirmation to Murray Regional Tourism 
to enact this Motion.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Murray Regional Tourism (MRT) was formed in 2010 to establish an overarching organisation to 
contribute to the development and growth of tourism in the Murray region. 

MRT is a cross-border organisation and is made up of the following partner Councils: 

NSW Local Government Partners Victorian Local Government Partners 

Albury Wodonga 

Greater Hume Moira 

Federation Campaspe 

Berrigan Gannawarra 

Edward River Swan Hill 

Murray River Mildura 

Wentworth  

 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

The existing Funding Agreement between Edward River Council and Murray Regional Tourism has 
expired. The purpose of this report is to renew the Funding Agreement between Edward River 
Council and Murray Regional Tourism over the next three years (2021-2024).   

In order to respond to COVID-19 impacts and rebuild the visitor economy, Murray Regional 
Tourism has proposed an increase to the annual financial contribution of all partnering Councils.  

Partner Council contributions are based on a flat fee of $7,500 per participating Council per 
annum plus a payment based on domestic visitor nights consisting of an incremental increase over 
the life of the agreement as follows: 
 

• 2021-2022: 3.3 cents per Domestic Visitor night (based on 3 year average of the National 
Visitor Survey for the period ending December 2019). 

• 2022-2023: 3.7 cents per Domestic Visitor night (based on 3 year average of the National 
Visitor Survey for the period ending December 2019). 

• 2023-2024: 4 cents per Domestic Visitor night (based on 3 year average of the National 
Visitor Survey for the period ending December 2019). 

 

Edward River Council’s 2020-2021 contribution was $11,791. Based on the newly proposed 
funding structure, Edward River Council’s 2021-2024 contributions would be:  
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• $16,245 for 2021- 2022 Financial Year 

• $17,305 for 2022 - 2023 Financial Year 

• $18,100 for 2023 - 2024 Financial Year  

To account for the increased funding, it is recommended Edward River Council request the 
following from Murray Regional Tourism: 

• Murray Regional Tourism to provide specific visitation data for the Edward River Council 

region on an annual basis.  

• Murray Regional Tourism to increase publicity and promotion of the Edward River region, 

including media famils, Edward River branding (river) on marketing materials and content 

creation.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

The cross-border approach to tourism in the Murray region has been highly effective. Entering into 
a new agreement with Murray Regional Tourism allows this work to continue whilst also protecting 
Council’s interests.  

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

The 2021-2024 agreement with Murray Regional Tourism aligns with the following outcomes in 
Council’s Community Strategic Plan: 

• 2.1: Our economy is strong and diverse.  

• 2.2: We develop our key assets to enhance agriculture, boost tourism and support existing 
business.  

• 5.2: We collaborate and pursue partnerships that achieve great outcomes for our 
community.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The proposed contribution increase for 2021-2022 was not accounted for when developing 
Council’s budget, therefore it will impact the amount available for the Visit Deni campaign.  

The contribution for 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 must be accounted for in Council’s future 
operational budgets.   

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

There are no legislative requirements to consider within this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Murray Regional Tourism - Value Proposition   
2. 2021-2024 Murray Regional Tourism - Funding Agreement    
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10.9 DISSOLUTION OF CENTRAL MURRAY LIBRARY AGREEMENT 

Author: Michelle Cobb, Manager Tourism & Economic Development 

Authoriser: Philip Stone, General Manager  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Dissolve the Central Murray Library Committee and the 2002 Central Murray Library 
Agreement in accordance with the decision of the Central Murray Library Committee 

2. Note that the process of separating the library service from Murray River Council has now 
been enacted in accordance with Council resolution 2019/11/284. 

3. Council note that the date for separation is June 30, 2021.  

4. Council adopt Edward River Library as the new name for the Edward River Council library 
service.  

 

BACKGROUND 

At its meeting 21 November 2019, Council resolved to: 

1. Adopt the draft Edward River Council Library Strategy (Attachment 1) 

2. Notify the submission authors of Council’s decision 

3. Commence the process to establish the Edward River Council Library  

At an extraordinary meeting of the Central Murray Library Committee held at the Mathoura Library 
on April 27 2021, it was agreed to dissolve The Central Murray Library Agreement 2002; thereby 
completing the process of separating the service from Murray River Council to become Edward 
River Library.  

The agreed date for the formal separation is 30 June 2021.   

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

As a member of the Central Murray Public Library Service, Edward River Council (ERC) gave 
notice in writing on May 19 2020,  in accordance with Clause 45 of the Deed of Agreement made 
on 1 January 2002, that it intended to terminate the agreement at the expiration of twelve (12) 
months from the date of the correspondence.  

Murray River Council (MRC) acknowledged the advice and notice on 15 July 2020 and advised 
intent to hold a meeting with ERC and other relevant stakeholders to negotiate a suitable 
termination date and distribution of assets.  

Discussions between ERC and MRC staff ensued and a meeting to discuss the distribution of 
assets was held on Thursday 25 February 2021.  

The Central Murray Library Agreement 2002 was dissolved at an extraordinary meeting held at the 
Mathoura Library on 27 April 2021. Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report (Attachment 
1). The agreed date for the formal separation is 30 June 2021.   

The Mathoura Library will remain open and will be serviced by Swan Hill Library and a new mobile 
library service.  

A joint media release has been prepared and has been forwarded to Murray River Council for 
approval.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This strategy aligns with Council’s Combined Delivery Program 2018- 2021:  
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• Operate the Central Murray Regional Library and provide quality library services to the 
Edward River community 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

1. A great place to live 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 

2. A region with quality and sustainable infrastructure 4.1 

3. A community working together to achieve its potential 5.1. 5.2 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

In relation to the distribution of financial assets, Murray River Council is entitled 16 percent of the 
Library cash reserve. As at 31 December the Library Reserve held $248,648.00, of which Murray 
River Council would be entitled to $39,783.68. This will be adjusted accordingly as of 30 June 
2021.  

Edward River Council will no longer be liable for Mathoura Library Staff wages of $24,000 per 
annum, nor provide administrative, IT (Libero) services, books, CDs, audiobooks and digital library 
services. In addition, Edward River Council will no longer be required to hold Murray River 
Council’s surplus funds (16%) in reserve.   

Murray River Council will no longer pay Edward River Council a contribution to the library service 
of $48,000 per annum.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Edward River Council will advise the NSW State Library and South West Zone that the agreement 
between the Councils has been dissolved.  

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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10.10 COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TEAM UPDATE 

Author: Michelle Cobb, Manager Tourism & Economic Development 

Authoriser: Philip Stone, General Manager  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council receive and endorse the Community and Economic Development Department 
update  

 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a regular update on the work and projects 
being undertaken by the Community and Economic Development Team. This report provides an 
update on activities from March 2021 to May 2021 

The Community and Economic Development portfolio includes the following areas of responsibility: 

• Economic Development and Business Assistance 

• Events 

• Tourism Development 

• Deniliquin Visitor Centre and Peppin Heritage Centre 

• Library Services 

• Community Liaison and Development 

• Communications and Media 

• Grant writing 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Business: 

• Met with potential developers to discuss opening a brewery / restaurant in Deniliquin. 
Currently working with the developers to find a suitable location  

• Working with several locals who have recently purchased mobile food vans. Working with 
them to identify suitable locations and developing a Mobile Food Van Trading policy and 
procedure for Council, alongside the Planning team.  

• Met with a major business to discuss electricity constraints in Hardinge and Charlotte 
Street. Electricity infrastructure is hampering business expansion. The CED Team is 
planning to arrange a meeting with Essential Energy and local businesses to discuss the 
issue.  

• Met with a local manufacturing company to discuss a major expansion  

• Assisted a logistics business with a significant NSW business expansion grant 

• Referred several businesses impacted by drought and COVID to the ReWire Mentoring 
Program – program fully subscribed now but will be refunded from July 2021  

• Met with AusIndustry Business Development Manager, Nicola James and visited several 
ERC businesses to discuss potential expansion projects and growth support programs.  

• Three businesses within the ERC region were successful in securing positions in the highly 
competitive Destination Inspiration mentoring program from 15 positions available): Harry 
Pepper Coffee, North Bundy Farm Stay and Yarkuwa Indigenous Knowledge Centre. 
Council supported two applicants to fund their mentoring place.  
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• Council’s sponsorship of Deniliquin Business Awards finalised. The awards have been 
deferred to September 2021.  

• New 2021-2023 MoU between Deni Ute Muster and Edward River Council negotiated. The 
new MoU will be presented at the June 2021 Council meeting 

• Letters of support for funding applications provided for: Deniliquin Bowling Club, Harry 
Pepper Coffee, Deni Ute Muster, Play on the Plains Festival, A Day in the Life of Deni, 
Yarkuwa Indigenous Knowledge Centre (x 2), Pandyil Farm, Deniliquin & District Historical 
Society and NAPREC.   

Projects:  

• Seniors Living – successful application for $1 million under Murray Darling Basin Economic 
Development Fund (MDBEDF) towards Stage One   - construct 6 X 2- and 3-bedroom 
contemporary retirement homes, a common alfresco area and install road, water, sewer 
and communications infrastructure for 12 lots. 

• Agribusiness Masterplan – application under MDBEDF for $250K to start implementation of 
plan 

• Signage Project – Stage 1A complete and Stage 1B (funded through DCP) underway 

• 2020/21 Community Grants Program: 

o 14 funding agreements received, and payment processed 

o 4 acquittals received  

• Supported Day in the Life of Deni photography project on Tuesday 9 March 2021 through 
Community Grants Program and promotion. Further support will be provided at the 
exhibition later this year.  

• Visit Deni Drought Communities Programme project is on-track and due for completion in 
September.  

• Peppin Heritage Centre Masterplan to attract funding to upgrade museum over time. The 
PHC Master plan proposes to find the most effective ways that the Peppin Heritage Centre 
can be developed to continue delivering cultural benefits for the community and visitors. It 
will focus on enhancing the storytelling, engagement and preservation functions of the 
museum. 

• Painting works at Blighty Pub & Booroorban Royal Mail Hotel completed, funded under 
Drought Communities Programme.  

 

 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 17 JUNE 2021 

 

Item 10.10 Page 190 

 

 

Industrial Land 

• Sale of Saleyards Road Lots 33, 34, 36 & 37 – Contracts being prepared 

• Preparing Airport Industrial Land Expression of Interest process and promotion 

• Industrial Land Strategy – new project to prepare database of all available industrial lots 
and promote to prospective buyers/developers 

Grant Applications & Funding  

• Seniors Living - application for $1.5 million to the Building Better Regions - Round Five 
(under assessment) 

• Senior’s Living – application for $1 million to the Murray Darling Basin Economic 
Development Program - Round Three (successful) 

• Edward River Agribusiness Masterplan implementation - application for $250,000 to the 
Murray Darling Basin Economic Development Program - Round Three 

• Destination NSW Marketing Support program for a $35,000 Spring / Autumn campaign. 
(awaiting outcome). 

• Worked with two businesses to submit a $150,000 application under the Destination NSW 
Experience Enhancement Fund (awaiting outcome). 

• Worked with a Deniliquin company to submit a significant application under NSW Regional 
Job Creation Fund  

Events:  

• ‘Driving Growth in Deni’ breakfast event with Liz Ritchie on Tuesday 9 March 2021 at 
The Depot, with local businesses.  

o 22 in attendance.  

o Theme focused on attracting new and skilled residents to fill advertised positions 

including gaps in the health, manufacturing and hospitality sectors   

o Opportunities to tap into the Move to More Campaign – an awareness campaign 

that promotes rural and regional Australia to those contemplating a move to regional 
Australia  
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• International Women’s Day event successful delivered on Wednesday 10 March 2021 at 
The Crossing Café in Deniliquin.  

o Sell-out crowd. More the 180 guests in attendance. 

o Former local Liz Ritchie was engaged as the keynote speaker. 

o The event was live streamed, and a video of Liz’s address was shared after the 

event, as at May 2021 this has received over 100 views.  

o Council secured external sponsorship from Deniliquin Business Chamber and 

Business Enterprise Centre to help fund the event.  

 

• Tourism Operators Breakfast event on Thursday 18 March at Deniliquin Golf Club.  

o 30 operators in attendance.  

o Updates on Visit Deni marketing were presented.  

o The event included a tour of Deniliquin Golf Leisure Resort.  

o Breakout groups offering Canva Training or Grant Writing tips were offered.  

• Developers Round Table Discussion held at The Depot on Wednesday 28 April.  

o 30 business reps in attendance.  



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 17 JUNE 2021 

 

Item 10.10 Page 192 

o Included presentation on Draft Industrial Land Strategy from Hill PDA. The draft 

Industrial Land Strategy was discussed – the report focuses on future opportunities 
for industrial development and servicing. 

o Next forum: June 2021 – focusing on Community Strategic Plan, Capital works 

program and opportunities for trade businesses 

o Next event July 2021 – industry tour to Goldman Excavations (off grid development) 

Booth Transport (bio-filtration systems) and Finley Regional Care (off grid 
development) 

• Festival of Place concert at the outdoor amphitheater near the Peppin Heritage Centre 
with J-Milla on Friday 19 March. Coordinated by South West Music and Edward River 
Council secured the $10,000 grant to deliver the event through NSW Dept. Planning 

 

• NSW Seniors Festival movie screening at Deniliquin RSL Club on Friday 16 April. 

o 120 seniors in attendance. 

o Delivered in partnership with U3A and Intereach.  

o Funding secured and acquitted through NSW Seniors Festival  

 

• Chill Fest - Secured additional funding through Murrumbidgee PHN ($10,000) and Office 
for Regional Youth ($5,000) to deliver a second NSW Youth Week event, , at Deniliquin 
Boat Club on Sunday 18 April.  

o 170 in attendance.  
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o Delivered in partnership with Deniliquin High School SRC and Intereach.  

o Fully funded through grants and spent over $9000 with local businesses 

 

• NSW Youth Week - Skate Workshop event at Deniliquin Skatepark on Wednesday 21 
April.  

o 50 participating youth with 40 additional youth in attendance.  

o Delivered in partnership with Totem, Deniliquin High School SRC and Intereach.  

o Funding secured through NSW Youth Week to deliver event.  

Tourism:  

• Visit Deni Facebook results from March – May: 

o 195,800 impressions 

o 142,300 individuals reached 

o 135 new likes 

• Visit Deni Instagram results from March – May: 

o 92,500 impressions 

o 43,100 individuals reached 

o 78 new followers 

• Visit Deni website results from March – May:  

o 4,761 website visitors  

o 11,333 page views 

o 87.2% of website visitors were new 

• Visit Deni TV advertising occurring in Bendigo VIC from March through to June on Prime 7 
during AFL games. 130 x 15 second Visit Deni commercials are to be shown during this 
period.  

• Influencer visit with J-Milla and Poppy at Willoughby’s Beach on Thursday 18 March. Luxe 
Lounging setup and a complimentary dinner which was shared across J-Milla and Poppy 
social media pages to an audience of > 40,000 people. 

• Produced and printed an Easter Food Guide which was distributed across Deniliquin to 
local businesses, locals and visitors. Positive feedback was received on the guide as it 
made it easier for people to select a venue which was open: 
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o Over 2,000 printed guides distributed across town 

o Reached 2,713 individuals through social media advertising  

o Dedicated website landing page developed with 234 click throughs 

• Produced and marketed Deni Fest over the Easter long weekend. Advertised across 
website, social media, posters and print advertising.  

• Submitted funding submission to Destination NSW Marketing Support program for a 
$35,000 Spring / Autumn campaign. Awaiting outcome.  

• Winter Visit Deni campaign locked in for June in regional NSW targeting Albury, Wagga 
Wagga, Griffith and Leeton. The four-week campaign will include: 

o Regional TV networks (Nine, WIN and Prime)  

o Regional radio stations (HIT and Triple M) 

o Social media advertising (Facebook and Instagram) 

o Digital banner advertising on news websites (NewsXtend network)  

o Paid advertorial in regional publications (online and print) 

• Destination Riverina Murray’s new General Manager Yvette Mayhill met with Phil Stone and 
Erica Singleton in Deniliquin on Friday 14 May 2021. Yvette learned about Visit Deni’s 
destination plan and was taken on a tour of the town, including stops at The Depot, Deni 
Ute Muster museum and Deniliquin BIG4 Holiday Park.  

• Seasonal content updated across Visit Deni website.  

Deniliquin Visitor Information Centre 

Highlights 

• Seven Bus tours through the Peppin some included town tours. 

• Citizenship ceremony held at Peppin 

• Assisted with live music event next to the Peppin in March (J Milla) 

• St Michaels’ class visited for a history lesson on the Deniliquin Flying Training School  

• High School class visited the Peppin in April 

• One exhibition only since March ($5000 in painting sales) in conjunction with boxing and 
archive our collection in the Gallery in preparation for the building works. 

• Ongoing data and statistical collection from all accommodation (Room night record) 

• Increased sales at the Visitor Centre – a major focus on local produce is reaping results 

• Working on unique local product for Visitor Centre shop 

• Great numbers through the doors (Report attached) 

• Archiving some of our collection to a National Data Base (Dress register) 

• Assisting with intended visits by Variety Bash and two other large visiting groups. 

• Assisting with story boards to be located at the entrance to the RAAF Base Wagga telling 
the story of the Deniliquin Flying Training School and 7 other towns  

Volunteers 

• 12 Volunteers - One new volunteer, one return volunteer 

• Volunteers Week Morning Tea held 2nd June to thank VIC and Library Volunteers for their 
input.  
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Famils 

• A famil out to a new farm stay at Booroorban. 

• Famil at Big 4 to tour the glamping tents and photograph for social media 

• Famil for volunteers to be up to date with new product - Ute Muster Museum, Pioneer 
Holiday Park (new owners) Exchange Hotel (updated accommodation)  

Visitation Comparisons 

• 2019 visitation statistics are comparable with 2021 but the locations and states from which 
they travel was very different. COIVID border closures provided us with an extraordinary 
opportunity to attract new markets - most of the changes in travel habits happened between 
August 2020 and 23rd November before the border to Victoria re-opened  

• We closed our doors on the 22nd March 2020 at that point visitation was tracking as per 
previous years. 

• March 2021 - NSW visitors compared to 2019 figures were down 9%, while Victorians were 
up 30% monthly visitation remained the same. 

• April 2021 - NSW Visitors down 11%, Victorians up 9% while overall monthly figure the 
same as 2019 so making up the difference from other states and local visitation. 

• May 2021 - NSW visitors down 23%, while Victorian up 46% largely due to rush to leave 
Victoria prior to latest lockdown. 

• In 2020 - Sept/Oct/Nov visitation from Victoria was down 90% while December the two 
states were evenly matched.  

•  In January 2021 we saw mostly NSW visitation. By February both states were on par.  

•  The visitation monthly statistic tally we document, has remained steady, and on many 
occasions exceeded previous years. Shortfalls in Victorian travellers has been made up 
with other states mostly NSW and more robust local visitation. 

• Interesting observation - The NSW visitors, particularly from Sydney and surrounds, have 
been a dream to deal with, enthusiastic and supportive of local product and a thirst for 
knowledge. 

Media 

Social media stats 13 January 2021- 08 June 2021 

• Number of posts: 165 (more than one a day) 

• Total likes: 13 January 2021 – 2172, 08 June - 2268 (up by 96 in three months with no paid 
advertising and a Facebook shutdown earlier in the year). 

• Post engagement: Each week, we have on average more engagement than all 
neighbouring councils and an increasing organic reach. 
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Newsletters 

• The next newsletter is due to come out in July. 

Media releases 

• Since 13 January 2021 we have issued 24 press releases (excluding statements, 
responses to inquiries etc.). For the same period last year, 6 were issued. 

• We have hosted a live radio chat with the GM and Mayor on 2QN and introduced Facebook 
Live videos, Q&As and Council updates which is steadily building our audience. 
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Website upgrade 

• We have negotiated a new contract with our website host which will see a free design 
refresh (a saving of $10,000) in the coming weeks. We have implemented new search 
techniques and google analytics which has resulted in a significant increase of traffic to the 
site and longer visits on pages. Prior to the content upgrade, we were averaging less than 
two visitors a day.  
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Library 

Membership 

Edward River Library welcomed 115 new library members since January 2021 – this is a fantastic 
result.  

Statistics 

• 115 new members 

• 15414 loans 

• 8972 visitors 

• 2261 audio books 

• 1401 eBooks 

Highlights 

• Baby Bounce has resumed with great numbers  
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• Council used its Local Priority Grant to purchase six new systems including one with virtual 
reality (VR) functions. Edward River Council expects public computer use to increase in 
response to updated applications, technology and (much) faster connection 

o 5 x Dell All-in-one Desktops that are high Specs with adjustable stands and touch screen. 

o One Dell Alienware Desktop which is an incredibly powerful PC that will run VR and other 

software. 

o One HP G2 VR headset which looks like the image below 

o A large range of new programs and software 

 

 

Website 

New library website due to launch 1 July 2021 (previously March) in line with CRML/MRC 
separation date. This screenshot shows the new home page.  
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Library Open Day 

• The CED Team are planning to launch the new Edward River Library computers, software 
applications, VR programs and website at a launch and open day in July.  

Other:  

• Event management training - Erica Singleton 

• Healthy Streets Training – Erica Singleton  

• Curation workshop - Jane Frazer  

• Leadership Training – Jane Frazer 

• Diploma Library Services – Peter Pap 

• IAP2 (Community and Stakeholder Engagement) Certification – Michelle Cobb 

• Murray Regional Tourism Managers forum on 28 & 29 April.  

• Moama Lights industry night on Thursday 6 May.  

• Hosted work experience student from Deniliquin High School from 17-21 May 2021. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

These programs and projects align with the following Council strategies: 

• Edward River Council strategic Plan 

• Edward River Advocacy Strategy 

• Edward River Economic Development Strategy 2018-2021 

• Edward River Tourism Development Plan  

• Library Strategic Plan 2019 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

The CED program update aligns with Council’s Community Strategic Plan and assists Council to 
deliver the following outcomes:  

• Outcome 1.3: Our community and public spaces are accessible and inclusive and reflect 
our history, heritage, and culture. 

• Outcome 2.2: We develop our key assets to enhance agriculture, boost tourism and 
support existing business.  



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 17 JUNE 2021 

 

Item 10.10 Page 201 

• Outcome 3.3: We plan for the future to accommodate and facilitate sustainable growth and 
development.  

• Outcome 4.1: Our built environment is managed, maintained and improved 

• Outcome 5.2: We collaborate and pursue partnerships that achieve great outcomes for our 
community.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

All projects are funded through Councils Operational Delivery Plan and various funding streams.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Legislative implications are considered and adhered to for all projects and programs.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Deniliquin Visitor Information Statistics March to May 2021   
2. Library Statistics January to May 2021    
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Visitor Information Centre statistics: March 2021 – May 2021 
 
Numbers and locations of individuals who visited the Deniliquin Visitor Information Centre. 
 
March 2021: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
April 2021: 
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May 2021: 
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Library Highlights 

January - May 2021 
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VISITORS

Loans 

January 3242 

February 2746 

March 3269 

April 2934 

May 3223 

Total 15414 

Visitors 

January 1438 

February 1896 

March 1857 

April 1661 

May 2120 

Total 8972 

 Members 

 New Total 

January 20 2109 

February 28 2137 

March 21 2158 

April 20 2178 

May 26 2204 

Total 115  
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BorrowBox has 112 activer users 
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COMPUTERS & WI-FI

PC Wi-Fi

 
eAudio eBooks 

January 513 281 

February 364 233 

March 421 245 

April 452 292 

May 411 350 

Total 2261 1401 

 
PC Wi-Fi  

January 129 14 

February 107 84 

March 155 39 

April 113 85 

May 143 38 

Total 647 260 
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BabyBounce 
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Webpage 
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Hoopla  
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RB Digital Magazines has changed to Libby by Overdrive 
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Book Covering Exhibition 
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10.11 DRAFT INDUSTRIAL LAND STRATEGY 

Author: Marie Sutton, Manager Development Services 

Authoriser: Philip Stone, General Manager  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council 

1. Adopt the draft Industrial Land Strategy  

2. Forward the Industrial Land Strategy to the Department of Planning, Industry & Environment 
and request that it be endorsed. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

At its meeting on 15 April 2021 Council resolved to “place the draft Industrial Land Strategy on 
exhibition for a period of 28 days and receive a further report detailing the outcome of this 
exhibition. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

The draft Strategy was exhibited for a period of 28 days.  A presentation of the draft Strategy was 
made to the Developers forum held during the exhibition period. The draft strategy was discussed 
with the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment and they will provide written comments 
at the time the Draft Strategy is sent to them requesting endorsement.  

At the close of the exhibition period there were no submissions received.   

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

The draft Industrial Land Strategy will provide a strategic framework for the future development, 
servicing and promotion of industrial land.  

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

The preparation of the draft industrial Land Strategy meets the following targets; 

• We plan for the future to accommodate and facilitate sustainable growth and development 
and 

• Our built environment is managed, maintained and improved 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The project budget was carried forward in the 20/21 operational plan to enable finalisation and has 
been completed within the 20/21 budget.   

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

The preparation of the Industrial Land Strategy considered the legislative framework of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Draft Industrial Land Strategy    
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10.12 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT 

Author: Marie Sutton, Manager Development Services 

Authoriser: Philip Stone, General Manager  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note the Environmental Services report for May 2021 

 

BACKGROUND 

Attachment 1 is the Environmental Services Report for May 2021 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

N/A 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Environmental Services Report May 2021    
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Applications - May 2021 

Application Property Description Proposal 
Date 

Received 
Date 

Approved 
Status 

DA 42/21 

Lot 1 DP420037, Lot A 
DP347519, Lot Y DP420615, Lot 
Z DP420617 & Lot 7 DP1108254, 
109 and 113 End Street, 
Deniliquin 

2 lot subdivision 7/05/21 24/05/21 Approved 

DA 43/21 
CC 27/21 

Lot 6 DP758782, 255 River 
Street, Deniliquin 

New dwelling 11/05/21 - Under assessment 

DA 44/21 
CC 28/21 

Lot 112 DP1051662, 171-173 
River Street, Deniliquin 

Residential shed 12/05/21 - Under assessment 

DA 45/21 
Lot 20 DP8914, 62 Davidson 
Street, Deniliquin 

Change of use to Steel 
Fabrication 

13/05/21 - 
Neighbour notification 
period 

DA 46/21 
CC 29/21 

Lot 5 DP778062, Lot 5 Hogans 
Lane, Deniliquin 

Relocate transportable home 
and building transportable 
studio 

20/05/21 - Under assessment 

DA 47/21 
Lot 473 DP46236, 2-14 Napier 
Street, Deniliquin 

Peppin Heritage Centre 
upgrade 

12/05/21 - Under assessment 

S4.55 
15/20A 

Lot 1 DP323712, 400 Wood 
Street, Deniliquin 

Modification to DA 15/20 
(Demolition of dwelling) 

24/05/21 25/05/21 Approved 

CC 30/21 
Lot 2 DP588243, 70 Napier 
Street, Deniliquin 

Alterations and additions to 
retail building 

25/05/21 - Under assessment 

CC 31/21 
Lot 17 DP237702, 321 Victoria 
Street, Deniliquin 

Shed 24/05/21 - Under assessment 
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Complying Development Certificates 

PC CDC 
1/21 

Lot 1 DP503099, 343 Wood 
Street, Deniliquin 

New dwelling 06/05/21 06/05/21 Approved 

S68 Applications 

S68 16/21 
Lot 5 DP778062, Hogans Lane, 
Deniliquin 

Install a septic tank 20/05/21 - Under assessment 

S68 17/21 
Lot 1 DP1132408, Lot 1 Butler 
Street (Site 361) 

Extend flyover 28/05/21 02/06/21 Approved 

 

 
 

Processing Times for May 2021 

Application Type * Mean Gross Days  ** Mean Net Days 

DA 34 27 

Mod (S4.55) of DA & DA/CC 30 30 

CDC 18 18 

CC 37 37 

S68 Applications - - 

 

 

* Mean gross days = Total days from lodgment to determination ** Mean Net Days = Total days less Stop the Clock days 
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Value and Number of Applications Determined 2020 and 2021 

Month DAs 2020 DAs 2021 CDCs 2020 CDCs 2021 S68 2020 S68 2021 Value 2020 Value 2021 

January 3 8 2 0 - 3 $737,500 $1,885,946 

February 3 7 1 0 - 4 $89,175 $1,599,609 

March 8 18 - 1 1 4 $46,000 $2,918,375 

April 7 9 - 1 - 5 $818,000 $673,735 

May 5 7 - 1 1 0 $205,000 $463,520 

June 10  -  1  $532,258  

July 11  1  1  $983,473  

August 7  -  5  $918,903  

September 10  2  2  $1,153,983  

October 16  2  3  $$5,484,292.00  

November 9  -  2  $275,550  

December 9  -  3  $1,466,842  

TOTALS 98 49 8 3 19 11 $1,742,392.00 $7,541,185.00  

Note: numbers of application determined does not include construction certificates, modifications and applications determined by private certifiers.  Value of 
application determined does not include the value of work for s68 applications. 

 
 

Section 10.7 Certificates/Sewerage Drainage Diagrams 

Planning certificates 27 

Sewerage drainage diagrams 14 

 
 
 

Swimming Pool Inspection Program 

Month 1st Inspection 2nd Inspection 3rd Inspection 

May - - - 
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 NSW Planning Portal  
 
 
From 1 July 2021, all Development Applications (DAs), Construction Certificates  and Complying Development Certificates (CDCs) must be 
lodged via the NSW Planning Portal.  Council will no longer be able to accept applications directly. 

This change is in line with the NSW Government’s mandatory requirements for all Councils to participate in their ePlanning platform for 
application lodgment by 1 July 2021. 

Council has been successful in receiving funding of up to $50,000 from Department of Planning Industry & Environment (DPIE) to support 
digital transformation of the Planning processes and integration with the NSW Planning Portal.  

The following processes are currently being undertaken to transition to the Planning Portal; 

Training  

 
Staff training conducted by DPIE held at North Depot 9 June 2021 
Applicant training conducted by DPIE held at North Depot for developers and general public 10 June 2021 
Ongoing staff training in-house  
Ongoing assistance to applicants in- house  

Licences  Software licencing for programs to support ePlanning Platform and E-payment options 

Systems 
integration 

Integration of Planning Portal with Tech one system 

Stakeholder 
communication 
and media  

Website, media and Facebook advertising 

IT Hardware  
Procurement of IT equipment and devices to assist applicants and staff to process applications through the planning 
portal 

 

 

 

 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
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Ranger’s Report – May 2021 

     Companion Animals 

 Cats Dogs 

Animals still impounded 1 1 

Animals seized/surrendered 2 11 

Animals released to owner 1 8 

Animals euthanised 0 1 

Animals rehomed 0 1 

Dogs declared dangerous / menacing - 0 

Animals microchipped by Council 0 1 

Animals microchipped by Council (Desexing 

Program) 
6 0 

Animals microchipped by Council  
(quarterly free chipping week) 

- - 

Animals registered 6 9 

Animal registration notices sent - - 

Animal fines 0 2 

Clean Up Notices 

Property clean up notices 0 

Illegal dumping 0 

Parking 

Parking fines  0 

Parking patrols completed 3 

Impoundment (Impounding Act 1993) 

Vehicles 3 

Livestock 0 

 Euthanised Wildlife 1 x kangaroo 

Dog Attacks 2020 and 2021 

Month No. of 
Incidents 

No. of Attacking 
Dogs 

No. of Victims 
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2020 2021 2020 2021 2020 2021 

January 1 1 1 1 1 1 

February 2 2 4 2 29 2 

March 2 1 2 1 2 1 

April 1 - 1 - 1 - 

May 2 1 3 1 2 2 

June CAR website unavailable 

July 1  1  1  

August 1  1  3  

September 4  6  5  

October 2  1  3  

November 0  0  0  

December 2  2  1  

TOTAL 13 5 15 5 40 6 

Dog Attack Details 

Date Details Victims Outcome 

9.5.21 Dog attacked sheep 2 sheep 1 sheep euthanised, owner of dog issued penalties. 
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10.13 PRETTY PINE RESERVE COMMITTEE'S REQUEST 

Author: Cassie Harkin, Administration Officer Infrastructure 

Authoriser: Mark Dalzell, Director Infrastructure  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1. Enter into an agreement with the Pretty Pine Reserve Committee to fund the construction of 
a second synthetic tennis court on a 50:50 basis up to a Council contribution of $15,000, 

2. Re-allocate $15,000 from the Local Roads & Community Infrastructure Round One funding 
to the construction of a second synthetic tennis court at Pretty Pine Reserve, and 

3. Consider the construction of a verandah at the Caretaker’s cottage on the Pretty Pine 
Reserve as part of Council’s building renewal program. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Council has received a request from the Pretty Pine Reserve Committee to contribute towards the 
construction of a second synthetic tennis court at the Pretty Pine Reserve as part of the Local 
Roads and Community Infrastructure Program Round 1. It is noted that Council has committed 
$40,000 towards the construction of the first synthetic tennis court at this location. The location of 
the existing clay based courts at the reserve is shown below: 

 

The Pretty Pine Reserve Committee has received a quotation for approximately $70,000 + GST to 
construct two synthetic tennis courts to replace the existing clay based tennis courts and has 
requested additional funds from Council to undertake this work. A copy of their request as 
presented to Council as a public forum submission to Council’s 20 May 2021 meeting is included in 
Attachment 1. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

The Pretty Pine Reserve Committee have made representations to Council over the years 
regarding the existing courts and upgrading them to make it easier for the reserve committee to 
maintain them. The existing courts are clay based and therefore require constant maintenance to 
ensure they are in a playable condition.  
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Council allocated $40,000 towards the Pretty Pine Reserve as part of Round 1 of the Local Roads 
and Community Infrastructure program (LRCI) and following consultation with the reserve 
committee it was determined that the construction of a synthetic tennis court would be the best 
project to proceed with. The cost of the installation of a single synthetic court is $40,000 and the 
committee also received a quotation of $70,000 for the installation of two synthetic courts. The 
committee have noted that they have funds in reserve and would be able to contribute $15,000 
towards the second synthetic court if Council could match this funding. This $15,000 was 
earmarked for the construction of a verandah at the Caretaker’s Cottage and it is noted that the 
verandah project would be part of Council’s building renewal program. 

Saving have been made in other areas of the Community Facilities Refurbishment Program 
2020/21 project within LRCI Round 1, which has a total funding amount of $350,000, and $15,000 
could be reallocated to this project without impacting the overall project. 

Council staff support this project to install the second synthetic tennis court at the Pretty Pine 
Reserve through the re-allocation of funds from within the LRCI Round 1 program as it will provide 
more recreational opportunities for residents in the north-west of the Council area. It is noted that 
Council has made decisions in the past regarding tennis facilities, namely the North Deniliquin 
Tennis Courts where Council resolved to demolish the courts and re-purpose the land, however, it 
is noted that there were other similar facilities in Deniliquin that could be used. The upgrading of 
the courts in Pretty Pine will allow them to become usable with reduced maintenance into the 
future with the Reserve Committee being responsible for maintenance. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

It is important for Council to provide suitable recreational facilities through the Council area to 
support communities. These facilities should be fit for purpose so that the provide value for money 
over their useful lives and encourage community usage. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

This report relates to Outcome 1 - A great place to live. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Funding for this project is provided through the Local Roads Community Infrastructure Program 
Round 1, with the additional $15,000 to be provided through savings elsewhere in the program. 
Funding for the installation of the verandah at the Caretaker’s cottage would come from Council’s 
Building Renewal program or through future grant funding. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Public forum submission from the Pretty Pine Reserve Committee    
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10.14 POTENTIAL DENILIQUIN AIRPORT RESIDENTIAL SKYPARK DEVELOPMENT 

Author: Mark Dalzell, Director Infrastructure 

Authoriser: Mark Dalzell, Director Infrastructure  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council 

1. Prepare a business case for the development of a residential Skypark at Deniliquin Airport, 

2. Allocate $30,000 from Airport Industrial Land reserve towards the business case for a 
residential Skypark development at the Deniliquin Airport.  

 

BACKGROUND 

At its 3 June 2021 workshop, Council discussed the development of a residential Skypark at the 
Deniliquin Airport in accordance with the Deniliquin Airport Masterplan. The Skypark would allow 
people to construct a residence and hangar in the airport precinct with full access to the airport 
facilities. The proposed location of the residential Skypark is shown below and a copy of the Airport 
Masterplan summary map is included in Attachment 1.   

 

 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Discussions at the Council workshop, as well as at the Edward River Airport Advisory Committee, 
have noted that the development of a residential Skypark would be of benefit to the airport precinct 
and the area in general. Based on the total available area and likely lot sizes, it is anticipated that 
at least eight lots would be able to be development at this location. At the Airport Advisory 
Committee meeting it was also discussed that other areas in the precinct may also be developed to 
provide a range of lot sizes and opportunities. 

Based on the information available it is recommended that Council undertakes a business case 
process to formalise potential lot layouts as well as determining development costs, including 
infrastructure costs, and selling prices for the lots. The business case would also investigate 
interest in the market for this type of development. Council would engage an experienced 
marketing firm and/or planning consultancy to undertake this work. It is noted that there is currently 
$187,000 in the Airport Industrial Land Development reserve and it is recommended that $30,000 
from this reserve be allocated for the residential Skypark development. This amount would be put 
back into the reserve should the development proceed, and lots are sold. 
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Following engagement of consultants to assist with the project, the next stages would be the 
preparation of concept layout options with construction estimates and workshops with the 
councillors and advisory committee regarding the development. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

The airport is of strategic importance to Deniliquin and the region as it provides a high level of 
access and support for various parts of the community. The development of a residential Skypark 
would increase the use, and therefore viability, of the facility. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

Development of the airport aligns with Outcome 2 – A prosperous and vibrant economy and the 
target that ‘our economy is strong and diverse’. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council has sufficient funds in the Airport Industrial Land reserve to undertake a business case for 
this development. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Airport Masterplan Summary Map    
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10.15 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR DENILIQUIN AIRPORT INDUSTRIAL AREA 

Author: Mark Dalzell, Director Infrastructure 

Authoriser: Mark Dalzell, Director Infrastructure  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Undertakes a public exhibition period of 28-days regarding the sale of land in the Airport 
Precinct as defined in Attachment 1 to this report, and  

2. Receives a further report regarding the Expression of Interest process following a 28-day 
exhibition period. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Council has received an enquiry to develop part of the airport precinct for industrial purposes in line 
with the Deniliquin Airport Masterplan and the Industrial Land Strategy. The area noted in these 
documents for development is shown on the map included in Attachment 1. 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Following receipt of an enquiry to develop part of the airport precinct for industrial purposes, 
Council staff have been investigating undertaking an Expression of Interest process to determine 
the community interest in, and market for, such a development. It is noted that Council received 
similar request a few years ago. 

The sale of Council land is principally governed by: 

• The Local Government Act, and 

• Council’s Sale of Council Land policy. A copy of this policy is included in Attachment 2. 

The Local Government Act (LGAct) states that Council cannot sell land that is classified for 
community use and that the approval for sale of the land must be by way of Council resolution and 
cannot be delegated (Section 377(1)(h)). In relation to these requirements, the airport precinct is 
operational land owned freehold by Council and Council’s Sale of Council Land policy includes the 
requirements for the decision to sell land be made by Council resolution. 

Council’s Sale of Council Land policy includes the following process to sell land: 

• Confirm that the land is classified as operational, 

• Determine that the land is surplus to Council’s operational and community needs, 

• Undertake a 28-day public consultation process to obtain community feedback regarding 
Council’s intentions, 

• Council receives a report regarding the sale of the land and resolves to proceed with the 
sale by way of public competitive sale (Auction of Expression of Interest), private sale or 
other sales methods. 

Regarding public consultation and Council’s determination that the land noted in Attachment 1 is 
surplus to Council’s operational and community needs, Council has undertaken and prepared the 
following strategic documents: 

• Airport Masterplan, and 

• Industrial Land Strategy. 
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Airport Masterplan 

The Airport Masterplan defines areas within the airport precinct that Council wishes to 
development as industrial or commercial land. This land is therefore surplus to Council’s 
operational and community needs. A copy of the summary map from the Airport Masterplan is 
included in Attachment 3. 

Council undertook a public consultation process as part of adopting the Airport Masterplan as 
noted below: 

• The Deniliquin Airport Advisory Committee, at its 15 March 2011 meeting, recommended 
that the draft Airport Masterplan be received by Council and placed on public exhibition for 
28 days. This recommendation follows extensive work by the committee and Council to 
prepare the draft Masterplan, 

• Council, at its 3 May 2011 meeting, resolved to adopt the minutes from the Deniliquin 
Airport Advisory Committee’s meeting of 15 March 2011, thereby resolving to receive the 
Masterplan and place it on public exhibition, 

• Council, at its 13 July 2011 meeting, resolved to consider the objections received from the 
public exhibition period and adopt the Deniliquin Airport Masterplan. 

Industrial Land Strategy 

The area noted in Attachment 1 has been included in the Industrial Land Strategy as an area that 
Council wishes to proceed with developing as industrial land.  

The draft Industrial Land Strategy is subject to a separate report to this Council meeting. The 
report notes that no submissions have been received by Council relating to the development of 
land within the airport precinct for industrial purposes. 

Legal Advice  

Following the Council workshop, staff contacted Council’s solicitors for a legal opinion regarding 
whether the actions undertaken in relation to the Airport Masterplan and Industrial Land Strategy 
constitutes Council meeting its responsibilities in accordance with its Sale of Council Land policy. 
This is especially regarding Clause 4, which requires Council to advertise for 28 days and request 
community submissions regarding whether the land in question is surplus to Council requirements. 

The initial legal advice received from the solicitors is that, whilst the Masterplan details guidelines 
and directions for Council to develop the land at the airport, it does not deal with the procedures as 
clearly stated in Council’s Sale of Council Land policy. Council would need to meet the 
requirements of Clause 4 of the policy, with the advertisement clearly noting that Council intends to 
sell the land. 

 

Based on the above information, staff recommend that Council commence a public exhibition 
process of 28-days following the June 2021 Council meeting. The public exhibition period would 
commence on Friday, 18 June 2021 and finish on Friday, 16 July 2021. It is noted that the 
caretaker period for Council commences on 6 August 2021 and therefore Council may wish to hold 
an extraordinary meeting before this date to deal wit the outcomes of the public exhibition period. 
This would allow an Expression of Interest to proceed whilst Council is in caretaker mode.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

It is important for Council to manage land on behalf of the community in a strategic manner to 
ensure the best use of the land. This includes disposing or selling of land that is surplus to 
Council’s needs for financial and economic development benefits. 
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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

This project meets the objectives of Outcome 1 – A prosperous and vibrant economy in the 
Community Strategic Plan, including: 

• Target 2.1 – Our economy is strong and diverse, and 

• Target 2.2 – We develop our key assets to enhance agriculture, boost tourism and support 
local businesses. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council must ensure that the sale of any land is of the benefit of the community, including that the 
sale of land provides a value for money return to Council. Cost involved in developing the land will 
be recovered through the sale of land. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

The disposal or sale of land must comply with the Local Government Act and Council’s Sale of 
Council Land policy. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Area within Airport Precinct to be developed   
2. Sale of Council Land policy   
3. Airport Masterplan Summary Map    
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10.16 OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT UPDATE 

Author: Cassie Harkin, Administration Officer Infrastructure 

Authoriser: Mark Dalzell, Director Infrastructure  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the June 2021 Operations Department Update. 

 

BACKGROUND 

This report provides an update to Council of operational highlights over the past month and in 
upcoming months. 

ROADS 

Works undertaken during May/June 2021 in the Roads Section:  

Major Works 

• Deniliquin Industrial Estate: 

o Kerb and gutter construction along Kelly Street completed and installation of 

stormwater drainage system continuing, 

o Initial sealing of Kelly and Jane Streets anticipated to be undertaken in mid-June 

depending on the weather, 

o Installation of kerb and gutter and stormwater drainage in Jane Street will continue 

in June and July, 

• Maude Road Construction and Seal – Sealing planned mid-June for the 3rd km depending 
on the weather, 

• Re-sheeting of Moonbria Road in continuing to complete the 202/21 re-sheeting program, 
and 

• Conargo Road/Lindifferon Lane intersection treatment has been completed. 

Transport for NSW Works 

• Received 6,000 tonne of select material and Class 2 rock for Stage 3 of the Finley Road 
construction project. This stage will be undertaken in 2021/22 subject to Council’s 
construction program, 

• Inspection of the state highway network undertaken as part of the RMCC agreement. 

Maintenance 

• Road Maintenance Grading – two grader teams operating throughout May and June in the 
northern and eastern areas of the council area,  

• Ongoing inspections of the network. 

Staff 

• Recruitment for two Plant Operators completed. New staff to commence by the end of 
June, 

• Workforce Plan and Staff Development Plan drafted for discussions, 

• Training Attendance  

o Leadership Training, 

o Project fundamentals. 
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WATER AND SEWER 

Works Completed for the month of May/June 2021 in the Water and Sewer Section:  

Maintenance 

• 21 Sewer chokes and maintenance issues, 

• 10 Water meter issues, 

• Seven Water mains – Burst / Leaks w 

Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP) and Pump Stations 

• Repairs undertaken at the Hay Road, Effluent Re-use and Macauley Pump Stations, 

• New pump impellers installed at Macauley Street, Rice Mill and Airport paddock Pump 
Stations, 

• All Testing and basic Maintenance is up to date, 

• 40 ML pumped to reuse 

• Three 2 mt + deep sewer repairs.  

Water Treatment Plant (WTP) 

• 123 ML of water treated,  

• All testing and basic Maintenance is up to date. 

Capital Works 

• George Street – Watermain and water services upgrade 70% completed. 

New Water and Sewer Services 

• Three water services (new) to properties along Ochtertyre Street 

• One Low Pressure Sewer line approximately 300 metres long installed along Riverview 
Drive with one new water service also installed. 

PARKS AND GARDENS 

Works undertaken during May/June 2021 in the Parks and Gardens Section include:  

General 

• Waring Gardens Arrowhead Weed Control: 

o Lagoon perimeter targeted by boat, manual operation, two person operation (no 

motorised propulsion due to clogging of propellor). This is remove the weed along 
the banks of the lagoon that would be hard for a contract harvester to access, 

o Harvested weed raked and windrowed on Shore, for removal to Waste Depot after 

drying, 

o Further Harvesting to be completed in last week of May with help of Lagoons 

Working Group, 

o Through external funding, Council will engage a contractor to harvest the thicker 

weeds in the middle of the lagoon. This is scheduled for end July due to contractor 
commitments.  

Maintenance 

• Inspections – Playgrounds, 
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• Ongoing – Parks and Gardens, Toilets, Playgrounds, Cemeteries, 

• Village maintenance undertaken in conjunction with Locals and P&G Staff, 

• Street tree maintenance ongoing with stump grinding and top dressing various locations, 

• Maintenance and Burials / Ashes Interment General & Lawn Cemetery, 

• Swim Centre weed spraying, 

• CBD furniture maintenance. 

• Mouse baiting at various Council Buildings and Village Halls – in plague proportion in 
some areas, 

• Tree removal at Deniliquin Cemetery, old fencing removed and stump grinding of stumps 
undertaken, 

• Maintenance at rural buildings at Blighty and Pretty Pine, 

• Irrigation Repairs at Waring Gardens, 

• Asbestos Identification and Register completed for all Council Buildings. 

Weeds 

• 360 kilometres of roadside spraying of invasive species under the Weeds Action Plan,  

• 262 kilometres of High Risk Pathway inspections under the Weeds Action Plan, 

• Khaki program still tracking well, 

• 240 metres of shoulder spraying on Mills Road as part of a weed eradication trial to 
support shoulder grading of roads so that vegetation is not brought back onto the road 
during maintenance grading.  

Waste 

• Using newly constructed cells at Deniliquin landfill more being constructed in June, 

• Push-up by Contractor at Wanganella and Pretty Pine Tips 

• 2021 Bin supply delivered for June. 

Public Support 

• Breast Screen Van – re-location for upgrade on Harrison Street Amenities Block by 
contractor 

PLANT AND FLEET 

Works undertaken during May/June 2021 in the Plant and Fleet Section:  

FLEET 

• Fleet Capital Plant ordered in May  

o XL Ranger for Building Surveyor, 

o XLT Ranger for Manager Operations, 

o GXL Prado for Director Infrastructure 

• Plant delivered in May includes two XLT Rangers for Roads Supervisor and Parks and 
Gardens Supervisor, 

• Construction Plant major expenses: Currently undertaking winter roadworthy and servicing 
of all RFS trucks and equipment, 

• TechOne Fleet Module Development ongoing date to be advised for going live 
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STAFF 

• Recruitment for Mechanic in progress. 

AIRPORT EMERGENCY EXERCISE 

• Group Airport Emergency Exercise – completed on 16 May with all affected Agencies 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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10.17 MAJOR PROJECTS PROGRAM - JUNE 2021 - PROGRESS REPORT 

Author: Nicole Rogers, Project Coordinator 

Authoriser: Mark Dalzell, Director Infrastructure  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note the Major Projects Program from various funding sources - Progress 
Report for June 2021. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Since amalgamation in 2016, Council has received over $40,000,000 in funding from State 
and Federal Government bodies. A breakdown of the funding received is as follows: 
 

 

Government Funding Body Funding Amount 

Stronger Communities - Round 1 and New Council 
Implementation Funding R1 
(Original merger funding) 

$15,000,000 

Stronger Communities - Round 2  
(Additional merger funding) 

$3,990,000 

Stronger Country Communities – Round 1 
(State funding) 

$1,269,841 

Stronger Country Communities - Round 2 
(State funding) 

$3,371,750 

Stronger Country Communities – Round 3 
(State funding) 

$1,264,500 

Building Better Regions 
(Federal Funding) 

$630,883 

Our Rivers Our Region  
(Federal funding) 

$1,673,080 

Drought Communities Program – Round 1 
(Federal funding) 

$1,000,000 

Drought Communities Program – Round 2 
(Federal Funding) 

$1,000,000 

Murray Darling Diversification Funding  
(State funding) 

$750,000 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program 
(State funding) 

$963,190 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program R2 
(State funding) 

$880,903 

NSW Showground Stimulus Funding – Memorial Park 
Showground 
(State Funding) 

$312,190 

HSVPP (Federal Funding), Fixing Country Roads, TfNSW (State 
Funding) for Maude Road Construction 

$2,917,568 

Commonwealth Regional Airport Program 
(Federal Funding) 

$2,500,000 
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Fixing Local Roads (TfNSW) Round 1 
(State Govt) 

$1,052,055 

Fixing Local Roads (TfNSW) Round 2 
(State Govt) 

$910,000 

Environmental Trust NSW 
Landfill Consolidation  

$200,000 

NSW Showground Stimulus Funding R2 – Memorial Park 
Showground 
(State Funding) 

$1,650,775 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program R3 
(State funding) 

$1,926,340 

NSW Emergency Operations Centres (EOCS) Critical Upgrade 
Program 
(State Funding) 

$125,080 

Total Funding Received $43,388,155 

 
The Stronger Country Communities Round 4 funding program has allocated 
$1,500,000 to the Edward River LGA.  This funding is a competitive process. ERC and 
other eligible organisations can apply. Council have no input into the determination of 
successful grants under this program, however, submissions made effecting Council land, 
assets or Council managed land must receive approval as part of their submission.  

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

Details regarding the status of current projects are included in Attachment 1 of this report. 

Project Updates 

Maude Road Sealing 

The third km of this project is nearing completion and a 7mm primer seal is programmed 
for the 15th of June. Council staff will commence work on the next 1km (fourth) section of 
road as soon as the sealing works are complete. Contractors have completed four culvert 
replacements. 

Civic Precinct  

Progress during June included the following: 

Estates Building; 

• Reroofing completed, 

• Scaffolding gradually being removed as external works progresses downward, 

• Electrical rough-in completed, 

• All framing completed, 

• Additional brickwork repairs done to external cracking in walls, and 

• Reception desk layout confirmed. In detailed design. 

Town Hall 

• Audio visual design in town hall completed and shop drawings being prepared, 
• Easement created for the new power substation in the car park area, 

• Furniture schedules for all buildings prepared. To go to quote to supply, and 

• Two competitive quotes received for the clock mechanisation. In report for 
confirmation. 
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Memorial Park – Changerooms and Amenities 

Fascia and roofing iron, gutter and barge cladding were completed this week.  The scaffold 
has been removed for the plumber to commence sewer works.  Ceiling battens and 
internal electrical cabling is complete with internal ceiling lining to commence week of 8 
June 2021. 

Community Halls Refurbishment works 

Internal painting of the Blighty Hall will commence on 14 June 2021 and will be complete 
by end of July 2021. 

The Pretty Pine committee have requested the construction of two tennis courts.  The 
LRCI P1 funding will cover the cost of one of these courts with Council and the committee 
contributing the additional court. 

A structural report has been prepared of the Mayrung Hall which recommended several 
works, including footpaths, tree removal and bollard installation be undertaken to prevent 
the hall building from deteriorating further.  These works will be undertaken by Council 
work teams. 

Playground equipment for Wanganella has been received and will be installed by Council 
in the very near future. 

Off-Leash Dog Park 

This project has been awarded to Chris Wright to commence stage 1 week of 15 June 
2021.  Stage 1 will include fencing, small and large dog areas, water connection and 
drinking fountain, carpark area and some landscaping. 

Airport Hangar Refurbishment 

Concrete pads with tie down points are complete, along with additional spoon drains to 

minimise water leaking into the hangars.  The project manager is in the process of 

obtaining quotes. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

This report aligns with outcome 1 – A great place to live and outcome 4 – A region with 
quality and sustainable infrastructure of the Community Strategic plan 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Projects funded through these programs include costs for the design, documentation, and 
supervision costs for each project.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

Council must ensure that these projects are completed within the timeframes set out within 
the funding agreements.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Major Projects Summary - June21    
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11 NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Nil  

12 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

Nil   
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13 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS   

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993: 

13.1 Request to Write-off Debtor Accounts 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a and b of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting 
would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors) and discussion in relation to the personal hardship of 
a resident or ratepayer. 

13.2 Contract C2021/06 - George Street Reconstruction 20-21 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - d(i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with commercial information of a confidential 
nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  
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14 CLOSE OF MEETING 


